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Book V—Cant. VIII. 




Prince Arthure and Sir Artegally 
Free Samient from feare : 

Theyjlay the Soudan^ dritu his wife 
Adicia to defpaire. 





Nought vnder heauen fo ftrongly doth allure 
The fence of man, and all his minde poffeffe, 
As beauties louely baite, that doth procure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to repreffe, 
And mighty hands forget their manlineffe ; lO 

Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye, 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden treffe, 
That can with melting pleafaunce moUifye 
Their hardned hearts, enur'd to bloud and cruelty 

So whylome leamd that mighty lewifh fwaine, 
Each of whofe lockes did match a man in might. 
To lay his fpoiles before his lemans traine : 
So alfo did that great Oetean Knight 
For his loues fake his Lions fkin vndight : 
And fo did warlike Antony negleft 20 

The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras fight. 

VIII. I 



i THE r. BOOKE OF THE {Cant. VIIL 

Such wondrous powre hath wcmcns fairc afpe^l. 
To captiue men, and make them all the world reieiSL / 

Yet could it not fteme Artegall retainc, 
Nor hold from fuite of his auowed (jueft, 
Which he had vndertane to Glarianc ; 
But left his loue, albe her ftronj; requeft, 
Faire Britomart in languor and vnrcft, 
And rode him felfe vppon his firft intent : 
Ne day nor night did eucr idly reft ; 30 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went, 

The true guide of his way and vertuous gouernment. 

So trauelling, he chaunft far ofT to heed 
A Damzell, flying on a palfrey faft 
Before two Knights, that after her did fjKied 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chad 
In hope to haue her ouerhent at laft : 
Yet fled fhe faft, and both them farre outwent, 
Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghaft. 
With locks all loofe, and rayment all to rent ; 40 

And euer as ftie rode, her eye was backeward bent. 

Soone after thefe he faw another Knight, 
That after thofe two former rode apace, 
With fpeare in reft, and prickt with all his might : 
So ran they all, as they had bene at bacc, 
They being chafed, that did others chafe. 
At length he faw the hindmoft ouertake 
One of thofe two, and force him turne his face ; 
How euer loth he were his way to flake, 

Yet mote he algates now abide, and anfwere make. 50 

1. 27, {albe . . . requeft). 
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But th'other ftiU purfu*d the fearefull Mayd ; 
Who ftill from him as faft away did flie, 
Ne once for ought her fpeedy paffage ftayd, 
Till that at length fhe did before her fpie 
Sir / Artegall, to whom fhe ftreight did hie 
With gladfuU haft, in hope of him to get 
Succour againft her greedy enimy : 
Who feeing her approch gan forward fet, 

To faue her from her feare, and him from force to let. 

But he like hound full greedy of his pray, 60 

Being impatient of impediment, 
Continued ftill his courfe, and by the way 
Thought with his fpeare him quight haue ouerwent. 
So both together ylike felly bent, 
Like fiercely met. But Artegall vf^s ftronger, 
And better fkild in Tilt and Turnament, 
And bore him quite out of his faddle, longer 

Then two fpeares length ; So mifchiefe ouermatcht the 

(wronger. 

And in his fall misfortune him miftooke ; 

For on his head vnhappily he pight, 70 

That his owne waight his necke afunder broke, 
' And left there dead. Meane while the other Knight 
Defeated had the other faytour quight. 
And all his bowels in his body braft : 
Whom leauing there in that difpiteous plight, 
He ran ftill on, thinking to follow faft 

His other fellow Pagan, which before him paft. 

In ftead of whom finding there ready preft 
Sir Artegall, without difcretion 

1. 69, misprinted ' hm ' in '96. 
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He at him ran, with ready fpeare in reft : 80 

Who feeing him come ftill fo fiercely on, 
Againfl him made againe. So both anon 
Together met, and ftrongly cither ftrooke 
And broke tlieir fpeares ; yet neither has forgon 
His horfes backe, yet to and fro long (hooke, 
And tottred like two towres, which through a tcmpeft 
quooke. / 

But when againe they had recouered fence, 

They drew their fwords, in mind to make amends 
For what their fpeares had fayld of their pretence. 
Which when the Damzell, who thofc deadly ends 90 
Of both her foes had feene, and now her frends 
For her beginning a more fearefull fray. 
She to them runnes in haft, and her haire rends, 
Crying to them their cruell hands to ftay, 

Vntill they both doe heare, what (he to them will fay. 

They ftayd their hands, when (lie thus gan to fpcake ; 
Ah gentle Knights, what mcane ye thus vnwifc 
Vpon your fclues anothers wrong to wrcakc ? 
I am the wrong'd, whom ye did cnteri)rife 
Both to redrefle, and both redreft likewifc : 100 

Witnefle the Paynims both, whom ye may fee 
There dead on ground. What doe ye then dcuife 
Of more reuenge ? if more, then I am (bee, 

Which was the roote of all, end your rcucnge on mce. 

Whom when they heard fo fay, they lookt about, 
To wecte if it were true, as flie had told ; 
W^here when they faw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftfoones they gan their wrothfull hands to hold, 
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And Ventailes reare, each other to behold. 
Tho when as Artegall did Arthure vew, 1 10 

So faire a creature, and fo wondrous bold, 
He much admired both his heart and hew. 
And touched with intire affeftion, nigh him drew. 

Saying, fir Knight, of pardon I you pray, 

That all vnweeting haue you wrong'd thus fore, 

Suffring my hand againft my heart to ft ray : 

Which if ye pleafe forgiue, I will therefore 

Yeeld / for amends my felfe yours euermore. 

Or what fo penaunce fhall by you be red. 

To whom the Prince ; Certes me needeth more 1 20 

To craue the fame, whom errour fo mifled, 

As that I did miftake the liuing for the ded. 

But fith ye pleafe, that both our blames (hall die. 
Amends may for the trcfpafle foone be made, 
Since neither is endamadg'd much thereby. 
So can they both them felues full eath perfwade 
To faire accordaunce, and both faults to fhade, 
Either embracing other louingly, 
And fwearing faith to either on his blade, 
Neuer thenceforth to nourifh enmity, 130 

But either others caufe.to maintaine mutually. 

Then Artegall gan of the Prince enquire, (layd. 

What were thofe knights, which there on groud were 
And had receiu'd their follies worthy hire, 
And for what caufe they chafed fo that Mayd. 
Certes I wote not well (the Prince then fayd) 
But by aduenture found them faring fo. 
As by the way vnweetingly I ftrayd. 



6 THE V. BOOKE OF THE {Cant. VHL 

And lo the Damzell felfe, whence all did grow, 
Of whom we may at will the whole occafion know. 

Then they that Damzell called to them nie, 141 

And afked her, what were thofc two her fone, 
From whom fhe earft fo faft away did flic ; 
And what was fhe her felfe fo woe begone, 
And for what caufe purfu'd of them attone. 
To whom fhe thus ; Then wote ye well, that I 
Doe feme a Queene, that not far hence doth wone, 
A PrincefTe of great powre and maieflie, 

Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie./ 

Her name Mercilla mofl men vfe to call ; 150 

That is a mayden Queene of high renowne, 
For her great bounty knowen ouer all, 
And foueraine grace, with which her royall crowne 
She doth fupport, and flrongly beateth downe 
The malice of her foes, which her enuy. 
And at her happineffe do fret and frowne : 
Yet fhe her felfe the more doth magnify. 

And euen to her foes her mercies multiply. 

Mongfl many which maligne her happy ftate, 

There is a mighty man, which wonnes here by 1 60 

That with mofl fell defpight and deadly hate, 

Seekes to fubuert her Crowne and dignity, 

And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 

And her good Knights, of which fo braue a band 

Serues her, as any PrincefTe vnder fky. 

He either fpoiles, if they againfl him fland. 

Or to his part allures, and bribeth vnder hand. 

1. 141, misprinted ^then* for Uhem* in '96: 1. 160, ^ hereby^ \ IL 164-5, 
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Ne him fufficeth all the wrong and ill, 
Which he vnto her people does each day, 
But that he feekes by traytrous traines to fpiU 1 70 
Her perfon, and her facred felfe to flay : 
That 6 ye heauens defend, and turne away 
From her, vnto the mifcreant him felfe, 
That neither hath religion nor fay, 
But makes his God of his vngodly pelfe. 

And Idols femes ; fo let his Idols feme the Elfe. 

To all which cruell tyranny they fay, 

He is prouokt, and ftird vp day and night 

By his bad wife, that hight Adicia, 

Who counfels him through confidence of might, 180 

To / breake all bonds of law, and rules of right. 

For flie her felfe profeffeth mortall foe 

To luftice, and againft her ftill doth fight, 

Working to all, that loue her, deadly woe, 

And making all her Knights and people to doe fo. 

Which my liege Lady feeing, thought it beft, 
With that his wife in friendly wife to deale. 
For flint of ftrife, and flabliftiment of reft 
Both to her felfe, and to her common weale, 
And all forepart difpleafures to repeale. 190 

So me in mefifage vnto her fhe fent. 
To treat with her by way of enterdeale, 
Of finall peace and faire attonement. 

Which might concluded be by mutuall confent. 

All times haue wont fafe paflage to afford 
To meffengers, that come for caufes iuft : 

1. 180, {through . . . tni^^ht). 
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But this proude Dame difdayning all accord. 
Not onely into bitter termcs forth bruft, 
Reuiling me, and rayling as flic lufl, 
But laflly to make proofe of vtmoft Ihamc, 200 

Me like a dog fhe out of dorcs did thrufl, 
Mifcalling me by many a bitter name, 
That neuer did her ill, ne once dcferucd blame. 

And laftly, that no fliame might wanting be, 
When I was gone, foone after me rtie fent 
Thefc two falfe Knights, whom there ye lying fee, 
To be by them diflionoured and Ihcnt : 
But thankt be God, and your good hardiment. 
They haue the price of their ownc folly payd. 
So faid this Damzell, that hight Samient, 2 10 

And to thofc knights, for their fo noble ayd, 

Her felfemoft gratefull (liew'd, & hcai)cd thanks repayd./ 

But they now hauing throughly heard, and feene 

Al thofe great wrongs, the which that mayd complai- 
To haue bene done againft her Lady Qucene, (ncd. 
By that proud dame, which her fo much difdaincd. 
Were moued much thereat, and twixt them faincd. 
With all their force to worke auengcment ftrong 
Vppon the Souldan felfc, which it mayntained. 
And on his Lady, th'author of that wrong, 220 

And vppon all thofe Knights, that did to her belong. 

But thinking bed by counterfet difguife 
To their defeigne to make the eafier way, 
They did this complot twixt them felues deuife, 
Firft that fir Artegall fliould him array, 
Lik^ one of thofe two Knights, which dead there lay. 
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And then that Damzell, the fad Samienty 
Should as his purchaft prize with him conuay 
Vnto the Souidans court, her to prefent 
Vnto his fcornefull Lady, that for her had fent. 230 

So as they had deuiz*d, fir Artegall 

Him clad in th 'armour of a Pagan knight, 

And taking with him, as his vanquifht thrall, 

That Damzell, led her to the Souidans right. 

Where foone as his proud wife of her had fight. 

Forth of her window as fhe looking lay, 

She weened ftreight, it was her Paynim Knight, 

Which brought that Damzell, as his purchaft pray ; 

And fent to him a Page, that mote diredl his way. 

Who bringing them to their appointed place, 240 

Offred his feruice to difarme the Knight ; 
But he refufing him to let vnlace. 
For doubt to be difcouered by his fight. 
Kept / himfelfe ftill in his ftraunge armour dight. 
Soone after whom the Prince arriued there, 
And fending to the Souldan in defpight 
A bold defyance, did of him requere 

That Damzell, whom he held as wrongfuU prifonere. 

Wherewith the Souldan all with furie fraught. 

Swearing, and banning mod blafphemoufly, 250 

Commaunded ftraight his armour to be brought, 
And mounting ftraight vpon a charret hye. 
With yron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfully, 
And drawne of cruell fteedes, which he had fed 
With flefti of men, whom through fell tyranny 

1. 236 within ( ). 
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He flaughtred had, and ere they were halfe ded, 
Their bodies to his beads for prouender did fpred. 

So forth he came all in a cote of plate, 

Burnifht with bloudie ruft ; whiles on the greene 
The Briton Prince him readie did awayte, 260 

In gliftering armes right goodly well befeene, 
That (hone as bright, as doth the heauen fheene ; 
And by his ftirrup Talus did attend, 
Playing his pages part, as he had beene 
Before direfled by his Lord ; to th'end 

He fhould his flale to finall execution bend. 

Thus goe they both together to their geare, 

With like fierce minds, but meanings different : 
For the proud Souldan with prefumpteous cheare. 
And countenance fublime and infolent, 270 

Sought onely flaughter and auengement : 
But the braue Prince for honour and for right, 
Gainft tortious powre and lawleffc regiment. 
In the behalfe of wronged weake did fight : 

More in his caufes truth he trufted then in might / 

Like to the Thracian Tyrant, who they fay 
Vnto his horfes gaue his guefts for meat, 
Till he himfelfe was made their grcedie pray, 
And torne in peeces by Alcides great. 
So thought the Souldan in his follies threat, 280 
Either the Prince in peeces to haue tome 
With his fharpe wheeles, in his firft rages heat, 
Or vnder his fierce horfes feet haue borne 

And trampled downe induft his thoughts difdained fcome. 

1. 259, ; for , — accepted. 
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But the bold child that perill well efpying, 

If he too rafhly to his charet drew, 

Gaue way vnto his horfes fpeedie flying, 

And their refiftleffe rigour did efchew. 

Yet as he pafled by, the Pagan threw 

A fhiuering dart with fo impetuous force, 290 

That had he not it fhun'd with heedfull vew, 

It had himfelfe transfixed, or his horfe. 
Or made them both one mafle withouten more remorfe. 

Oft drew the Prince vnto his charret nigh, 
In hope fome ftroke to fallen on him neare ; 
But he was mounted in his feat fo high. 
And his wingfooted courfers him did beare 
So faft away, that ere his readie fpeare 
He could aduance, he farre was gone and paft. 
Yet ftill he him did follow euery where, 300 

And followed was of him likewife full faft ; 

So long as in his fteedes the flaming breath did laft. 

Againe the Pagan threw another dart, 

Of which he had with him abundant ftore, 

On euery fide of his embatteld cart, 

And of all other weapons lefle or more. 

Which / warlike vfes had deuiz'd of yore. 

The wicked fhaft guyded through th*ayrie wyde, 

By fome bad fpirit, that it to mifchiefe bore, 310 

Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde, 

And made a griefly wound in his enriuen fide. 

Much was he grieued with that hapleffe throe, 
That opened had the welfpring of his blood ; 

1. 311, *r«rtfj*(l679), 
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But much the more that to his hatefull foe 
He mote not come, to wreake his wrathfull mocxl. 
That made him raue, like to a Lyon wood, 
Which being wounded of the huntfmans hand 
Can not come neare him in the couert wood, 
Where he with boughes hath built his fhady (land. 
And fenil himfelfe about with many a flaming brand. 

Still when he fought t'approch vnto him ny, 321 

His charret wheeles about him whirled round 
And made him backe againe as fad to fly ; 
And eke his fteedes like to an hungry hound, 
That hunting after game hath carrion found, 
So cruelly did him purfew and chace, 
That his good fl;eed, all were he much rcnound 
For noble courage, and for hardie race, 

Durfl not endure their fight, but fled from place to place. 

Thus long they traft, and trauerft to and fro, 330 

Seeking by cuery way to make feme breach, 
Yet could the Prince not nigh vnto him goe. 
That one fure ftroke he might vnto him reach. 
Whereby his ftrengthcs affay he might him teach. 
At lad from his viftorious fhield he dr^w 
The vaile, which did his powrefuU light empeach ; 
And comming full before his horfes vew. 

As they vpon him preft, it plaine to them did fhew. / 

Like lightening flafh, that hath the gazer burned. 

So did the fight thereof their fenfe difmay, 340 

That backe againe vpon themfelues they turned, 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 

1? 330, * trcufi: 
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Ne could the Souldan them from flying (lay, 
With raynes, or wonted rule, as well he knew. 
Nought feared they, what he could do, or fay, 
But th*onely feare, that was before their vew ; 
From which like mazed deare, difmayfuUy they flew. 

Faft did they fly, as them their feete could beare, 
High ouer hilles, and lowly ouer dales. 
As they were followed of their former feare. 350 

In vaine the Pagan bannes, and fweares, and rayles, 
And backe with both his hands vnto him hayles 
The refty raynes, regarded now no more : 
He to them calles and fpeakes, yet nought auayles ; 
They heare him not, they haue forgot his lore, 

But go, which way they lifl, their guide they haue forlore. 

As when the firie-mouthed deeds, which drew 
The Sunnes bright wayne to Phaetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monftrous Scorpion vew. 
With vgly craples crawling in their way, 360 

The dreadfull fight did them fo fore affray. 
That their well knowne courfes they forwent. 
And leading th'euer-burning lampe aftray. 
This lower world nigh all to afhes brent, 

And left their fcorched path yet in the firmament 

Such was the furie of thefe head-ftrong deeds, 
Soone as the infants funlike fliield they faw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and fcornd all former law ; 369 
Through / woods, and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare, (draw 

1. 362, * hiffwen ' : I. 365, — not broitght out as usual in '96. 
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And toft the Paynim, without feare or awe ; 
From fide to fide they toft him here and there, 
Crying to them in vaine, that nould his crying heare. 

Yet ftill the Prince purfew'd him clofc behind, 
Oft making offer him to fniite, but found 
No eafie meanes according to his mind. 
At laft they haue all ouerthrowne to ground 
Quite topfide turuey, and the pagan hound 
Amongft the yron hookes and graples keene, 380 
Torne all to rags, and rent with many a wound, 
That no whole peece of him was to be feene, 

But fcattred all about, and. ftrow'd vpon the greene. 

Like as the curfed fonne of Tfufeus^ 

That following his chace in dewy morne, 

To fly his ftepdames loues outrageous, 

Of his owne fteedes was all to peeces torne, 

And his faire limbs left in the woods forlorne ; 

That for his fake Diatia did lament. 

And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and moume. 

So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent, 391 

That of his fhape appeared no litle moniment. 

Onely his ftiield and armour, which there lay, 

Though nothing whole, but all to brufd and broken, 

He vp did take, and with him brought away, 

That mote remaine for an eternall token 

To all, mongft whom this ftorie ftiould be fpoken, 

How worthily, by heauens high decree, 

luftice that day of wrong her felfe had wroken, 

!• 374» *»W/</.* 
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That all men which that fpeflacle did fee, 400 

By like enfample mote for euer warned bee. / 

So on a tree, before the Tyrants dore, 

He caufed them be hung in all mens fight, 

To be a moniment for euermore. 

Which when his Ladie from the caftles hight 

Beheld, it much appald her troubled fpright : 

Yet not, as women wont in dclefull fit. 

She was difmayd, or faynted through affright, 

But gathered vnto her her troubled wit, 

And gan eftfoones deuize to be aueng'd for it. 410 

Streight downe (he ranne, like an enraged cow. 
That is berobbed of her youngling dere, 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vow. 
To wreake her on that mayden meffengere, 
Whom (he had caufd be kept as prifonere. 
By Artegally mifween'd for her owne Knight, 
That brought her backe. And comming prefent there, 
She at her ran with all her force and might, 

All flaming with reuenge and furious defpight. 

Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand 420 

She threw her hufbands murdred infant out, 
Or fell MedeUy when on Colchicke flrand 
Her brothers bones (he fcattered all about ; 
Or as that madding mother, mongfl the rout 
Of Bacchus Priefls her owne deare flefh did teare. 
Yet neither'/;/^, nor Medea flout. 
Nor all the Mcenades fo furious were. 

As this bold woman, when (he faw that Damzell there. 
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But Artegall being thereof aware, 

Did flay her cruell hand, ere fhe her raught, 430 
And as (he did her felfe to ftrike prepare, 
Out of her fill the wicked weapon caught : 
With / that like one enfelon'd or diftraught, 
She forth did rome, whether her rage her bore, 
With franticke paffion, and with furie fraught ; 
And breaking forth out at a pofterne dore, 

Vnto the wyld wood ranne, her dolours to deplore. 

As a mad bytch, when as the franticke fit 
Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 440 

Snatching at euery thing, doth wreake her wrath 
On man and beaft, that commeth in her path. 
There they doe fay, that (he transformed was 
Into a Tygre, and that Tygres fcath 
In crueltie and outrage (he did pas, 

To proue her fumame true, that (he impofed has. 

Then Artegall himfelfe difcouering plaine. 
Did i(rue forth gainft all that warlike rout 
Of knights and armed men, which did maintaine 
That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout : 450 

All which he did afTault with courage (lout, 
All were they nigh an hundred knights of name : 
And like wyld Goates them chaced all about, 
Flying from place to place with cowheard (liame, 

So that with finall force them all he ouercame. 

Then caufed he the gates be opened wyde, 
And there the Prince, as vi6lour of that day, 

1. 434, * whither* : 1. 438, * bad' : 1. 452, : for , of '96 : 1. 454, * coward.^ 
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• With tryumph entertayn'd and glorifyde, 
Prefenting him with all the rich array, 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 460 
Purchaft through lawleffe powre and tortious wrong 
Of that proud Souldan, whom he earft did flay. 
So both for reft there hauing ftayd not long, 
Marcht with that mayd, fit matter for another fong. / 



Cant. I IX. 




^^ Arthur and ArUgall catch Guyk ^S 

^Jc whom Talus doth difmay : ^jc 

^ They to Mercillaes, pallace conic ^ pj^ 

^L^ and fee her rich array. ^Z^ 




X T\ r Hat Tygre, or what other faluage wight 
y Y Is fo exceeding furious and fell, 
As Wrong, when it hath arm'd it felfe with might ? 
Not fit nv)ngft men, that doe with reafon mell. 
But mongft wyld beafts and faluage woods to dyvell; 
Where ftill the ftronger doth the weake deuoure, 1 1 
And they that moft in boldnefle doe excell, 
Are dreadded moft, and feared for their powre : 

Fit for Adicia, there to build her wicked bowre. 



!• 3> ! for 9 — accepted : 1. 8, W substituted for w. 
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There let her wonne farre from refort of men, 
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled ; 
There let her euer keepe her damned den, 
Where none may be with her lewd parts defyled, 
Nor none but beafts may be of her dcfpoyled : 
And turne we to the noble Prince, where late 20 
We did him leaue, after that he had foyled 
The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfuU hate 

Had vtterly fubuerted his vnrighteous ftate. 

Where hauing with Sir Artegall a fpace 
Well folaft in that Souldans late delight, 
They both refoluing now to leaue the place. 
Both it and all the wealth therein behight 
Vnto / that Damzell in her Ladies right, 
And fo would haue departed on their way. 
But flie them woo'd by all the meanes fhc might, 30 
And eameftly befought, to wend that day 

With her, to fee her Ladie thence not farre away. 

By whofe entreatie both they ouercommen. 
Agree to goe with her, and by the way, 
(As often falles) of fundry things did commen. 
Mongft which that Damzell did to them bewray 
A ftraunge aduenture, which not farre thence lay ; 
To weet a wicked villaine, bold and (lout. 
Which wonned in a rocke not farre away. 
That robbed all the countrie there about, 40 

And brought the pillage home, whence none could get 
it out. 

Thereto both his owne wylie wit, (fhe fayd) 
And ek^ the faftneffe of his dwelling place, 
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Both vnaiTaylable, gaue him great ayde : 
For he fo crafty was to forge and face, 
So light of hand, and nymble of his pace, 
So fmooth of t6ngue, and fubtile in his tale. 
That could deceiue one looking in his face ; 
Therefore by name Malengin they him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all. 50 

Through thefe his flights he many doth confound, 
And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell. 
Is wondrous ftrong, and hewen farre vnder ground 
A dreadfuU depth, how deepe no man can tell ; 
But fome doe fay, it goeth downe to helL 
And all within, it full of w}mdings is, 
And hidden wayes, that fcarfe an hound by fmell 
Can follow out thofe falfe footfteps of his, 

Ne none can backe returne, that once are gone amis. / 

Which when thofe knights had heard their harts gan 
To vnderftand that villeins dwelling place, (eame, 
And greatly it defir'd of her to leame, 62 

And by which way they towards it (hould trace. 
Were not (fayd (he) that it fhould let your pace 
Towards my Ladies prefence by you ment^ 
I would you guyde direftly to the place. 
Then let not that (faid they) (lay your intent ; 

For neither will one foot, till we that carle haue hent 

So forth they paft, till they approched ny 

Vnto the rocke, where was the villains won : 70 

Which when the Damzell neare at, hand did fpy, 
She warn'd the Jcnights thereof : who thereupon 

1; 60, * yeanu ' : 1. 70, : for ^ , 
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Gan to aduize, what bed were to be done. 
So both agreed, to fend that mayd afore, 
Where (he might fit nigh to the den alone, 
Wayling, and rayfing pittifuU vprore, 
As if (he did fome great calamitie deplore. 

With noyfe whereof when as the caytiue carle 
Should iffue forth, in hope to find fome fpoyle. 
They in awayt would clofely him enfnarle, 80 

Ere to his den he backward could recoyle. 
And fo would hope him eafily to foyle. 
The Damzell ftraight went, as (he was direfted, 
Vnto the rocke, and there vpon the foyle 
Hauing her felfe in wretched wize abiedled, 

Gan weepe and wayle, as if great griefe had her affe£led. 

The cry whereof entring the hollow caue, 

Eftfoones brought forth the villaine, as they ment, 
With hope of her fome wi(hfull boot to haue. 
Full dreadfull wight he was, as euer went 90 

Vpon / the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent, 
And long curld locks, that downe his (houlders fhag- 
And on his backe an vncouth veftiment ^ed, 

Made of (Iraunge (luffe, but all to wome and ragged, 

And vndemeath his breech was all to torne and tagged. 

And in his hand an huge long (laffe he held, 

Whofe top was arm'd with many an yron hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld. 

Or in the compaflTe of his douches tooke ; 

And euer round about he caft his looke. loo 

Als at his backe a great wyde net he bore. 

With which be feldome fi(hed at the brooke^ 
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But vfd to fifli for fooles on the dry fhore, 
Of which he in faire weather wont to take great ftore. 

Him when the damzell faw faft by her fide, 
So vgly creature, flie was nigh difmayd. 
And now for helpe aloud in earneft cride. 
But when the villaine faw her fo affrayd, 
He gan with gfuilefull words her to perfwade. 
To banifh feare, and with Sardonian fmyle 1 10 

Laughing on her, his falfe intent to (hade, 
Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beguyle, 

That from her felf vnwares he might her fteale the whyle. 

Like as the fouler on his guilefuU pype 

Charmes to the birds full many a pleafant lay, 

That they the whiles may take leffe heedie keepe, 

How he his nets doth for their mine lay : 

So did the villaine to her prate and play. 

And many pleafant trickes before her (how, 

To tume her eyes from his intent away : 120 

For he in flights and iugling feates did flow. 

And of legier demayne the myfteries did know. / 

To which whileft fhe lent her intentiue mind, 
He fuddenly his net vpon her threw, 
That ouerfprad her like a puffe of wind ; 
And fnatching her foone vp, ere well fhe knew, 
Ran with her fafl: away vnto his mew. 
Crying for helpe aloud. But when as ny 
He came vnto his caue, and there did vew 
The armed knights flopping his paflage by, 130 

He threw his burden downe, and faft away did fly. 
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But Artegall him after did purfew, 

The whiles the Prince there kept the entrance (lUl : 
Vp to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyld Gote, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncing on the craggy clifles at will ; 
That deadly daunger feem'd in all mens fight, 
To tempt fuch fteps, where footing was fo ill : 
Ne ought auayled for the armed knight, 

To thinke to follow him, that was fo fwift and light. 

Which when he faw, his yron man he fent, 141 

To follow him ; for he was fwift in chace. 
He him purfewd, where euer that he went, 
Both ouer rockes, and hilles, and euery place. 
Where fo he fled, he foUowd him apace : 
So that he fliortly forft him to forfake 
The hight, and downe defcend vnto the bafe. 
There he him courfl afrefli, and foone did make 

To leaue his proper forme, and other fliape to take. 

Into a Foxe himfelfe he firft did toume ; 150 

But he him hunted like a Foxe full fall : 
Then to a bufli himfelfe he did transforme, 
But he the bufli did beat, till that at laft 
Into / a bird it chaung'd, and from him paft. 
Flying from tree to tree, from wand to wand : 
But he then ilones at it fo long did caft. 
That like a ilone it fell vpon the land, 

But he then tooke ft vp, and held faft in his hand. 

So he it brought with him vnto the knights, 

And to his Lord Sir Artegall it lent, i6o 

Warning him bold it fafl, for feare of flights. 
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Who whileft in hand it gryping hard he hent, 
Into a Hedgehogge all vnwares it went, 
And prickt him fo, that he away it threw. 
Then gan it runne away incontinent, 
Being returned to his former hew : 
But Talus foone him ouertooke, and backward drew. 

But when as he would to a fnake againe 

Haue turn'd himfelfe, he with his yron flayle 
Gan driue at him, with fo huge might and maine. 
That all his bones, as fmall as fandy grayle i/i 
He broke, and did his bowles difentrayle ; 
Crying in vaine for helpe, when helpe was pad. 
So did deceipt the felfe deceiuer fayle. 
There they him left a carrion outcaft ; 

For beafts and fonles to fecde vpon for tjieir repaft. 

Thence forth they paffed with that gentle Mayd, 
To fee her Ladie, as they did agree. 
To which when fhe approched, thus fhe fayd ; 
Loe now, right noble knights, arriu'd ye bee 1 80 
Nigh to the place, which ye defir'd to fee : 
There fhall ye fee my fouerayne Lady Queene 
Moft facred wight, moft debonayre and free. 
That euer yet vpon this earth was feene, 

Or that wijth Diademe hath euer crowned beene. / 

The gentle 5 knights reioyced much to heare 
The prayfes of that Prince fo manifold ; 
And paTfing litle further, commen were, 
Where they a (lately pallace did behold, 
Of pompous fhow, much more then (he had told ; 

L 162, 'hard' for 'hart' of '96— accepted : 1. 186, 'knigkt' (i6ii): 
1. 187, ; for ,~ftccepted. 
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With many towres, and tarras mounted hye, 191 
And all their tops bright gliftering with gold, 
That feemed to out (hine the dimmed fkye, 
And with their brightneffe daz'd the ftraunge behplders 
eye. 

There they alighting, by that Damzell were 
Dire6led in, and (hewed all the fight : 
Whofe porch, that moft magnificke did appeare, 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night ; 
Yet warded well by one of mickle might, 
That fate thereby, with gyantlike refemblance, 200 
To keepe out guyle, and malice, and defpight, 
That vnder fhew oftimes of fayned femblance, 

Are wont in Princes courts to worke gireat fcath and hin- 
drance. 

His name was Awe ; by whom they paffing in 
Went vp the hall, that was a large wyde roome, 
All full of people making troublous din, 
And wondrous noyfe, as if that there were fome, 
Which vnto them was dealing righteous doome. 
By whom they paffing, through the thickeft preaffe. 
The marfliall of the hall to them did come ; 210 
His name hight Order^ who commaunding peace. 

Them guyded through the throng, that did their clamors 
ceaffe. 

They ceaft their clamors vpon them to gaze ; 
Whom feeing all in armour bright as day, 
Straunge there to fee, it did them much amaze. 
And with vnwonted terror halfe affray, 

1. 212 not brought out as usual in '96. 
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For / neuer faw they there the like array. 
Ne euer was the name of warre there fpoken, 
But ioyous peace and quietneffe alway, 
Dealing iuft judgements, that mote not be broken 
For any brybes, or threates of any to be wroken. 221 

There as they entred at the Scriene, they faw 

Some one, whofe tongue was for his trefpafle vyle 

Nayld to a poft, adiudged fo by law: 

For that therewith he falfely did reuyle, 

And foule blafpheme that Queene for forged guyle, 

Both with bold fpeaches, which he blazed had, 

And with lewd poems, which he did compyle ; 

For the bold title of a Poet bad 

He on himfelfe had ta'en, and rayling rymes had fprad. 

Thus there he flood, whyleft high ouer his head, 231 
There written was the purport of his fin, 
In cyphers ftrange, that few could rightly read, 
BON FONT : but bon that once had written bin. 
Was raced out, and Mai was now put in. 
So now Malfont was plainely to be red ; 
Eyther for th'euill, which he did therein, 
Or that he likened was to a welhed 

Of euill words, and wicked fclaunders by him fhed. 

They paffing by, were guyded by degree 240 

Vnto the prefence of that gratious Queene : 
Who fate on high, that fhe might all men fee. 
And might of all men royally be feene : 

1. 234, ^ Foftt^ is misprinted ^ Fom' in '96 and 1609— curiously enough, 
Dr Morris seems to have been the first to correct the very obvious error : 
!• 239, *Jlanders,' as before : 1. 243, : substituted fur , . * 
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Vpon a throne of gold full bright and (heene, 
Adorned all with gemmes of endlefle price, 
As either might for wealth haue gotten bene. 
Or could be fram'd by workmans rare deuice ; 
And all embofl with Lyons and with Flourdelice. / 

All ouer her a cloth of ftate was fpred, 

Not of rich tiflew, nor of cloth of gold, 250 

Nor of ought elfe, that may be richeft red, 

But like a cloud, as liked may be told. 

That her brode fpreading wings did wyde vnfold ; 

Whofe fkirts were bordred with bright funny beams, 

Gliflring like gold, amongft the plights enrold, 

And here and there (hooting forth filuer (Ireames, 

Mongft which crept litle Angels through the glittering 

(gleames. 

Seemed thofe litle Angels did vphold 

The cloth of ftate, and on their purpled wings 259 
Did beare the pendants, through their nimblefle bold : 
Bef ides a thoufand more of fuch, as f ings 
Hymnes to high God, and carols heauenly things, 
Encompafled the throne, on which (he fate : 
She Angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings 
And mightie Conquerors, in royall ftate. 

Why left kings and kefars at her feet did them proftrate. 

Thus fhe did fit in fouerayne Maieftie, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand. 
The facred pledge of peace and clemencie, 
With which high God had bleft her happie land^ 270 
Maugre fo many foes, which did withftand. 
But at her feet her fword was Hkewife layde, 
Whofe long reft rufted the bright fteely brand ; 
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Yet when as foes enforft, or friends fought ayde, 
She could it ftemely draw, that all the world difmayde. 

And round about, before her feet there fate 
A beuie of faire Virgins clad in white, 
That goodly feem'd t'adome her royall ftate, 
All louely daughters of high loue^ that hight, 
Litce I by him begot in loues delight, 280 

Vpon the righteous Themis : thofe they fay 
Vpon I(mes iudgement feat wayt day and night, 
And when in wratii he threats the worlds decay, 

They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance flay. 

They alfo doe by his diuine permifTion 
Vpon the thrones of mortall Princes tend, 
And often treat for pardon and remilTion 
To fuppliants, through frayltie which offend 
Thofe did vpon Mercillaes throne attend : 
luft DicCy wife Eunomie, myld EirenSf 290 

And them amongft, her glorie to commend, ^ 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clene. 

And facred Reuerence^ yborne of heauenly ftrene, 

Thus did fhe fit in royall rich eftate, 
Admyr'd of many, honoured of all, 
Whyleft vnderneath her feete, there as (he fate> 
An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall 
An hardie courage, like captiued thrall, 
With a flrong yron chaine and coller bound. 
That once he could not moue, nor quich at all ; 500 
Yet did he murmure with rebellious found. 

And foftly royne, when faluage choler gan redound. 

I. 301, ^^reMlums '—accepted for ^/ebellmis* 
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So fitting high in dreaded fouerayntie, (brought; 

Thofe two ftrange knights were to her prefenct 
Who bowing low before her Maieflie, 
Did to her myld obeyfance, as they ought, 
And meekeft boone, that they imagine mought. 
To whom (he eke inclyning her withall, 
As a faire ftoupe of her high foaring thought, 
A chearefull countenance on them let fall, 310 

Yet tempred with fome maieftie imperiall. / 

As the bright funne, what time his fierie teme 
Towards the wefterne brim begins to draw," 
Gins to abate the brightneffe of his beme, 
And feruour of his flames fomewhat adaw : 
So did this mightic Ladie, when fhe faw 
Thofe two ftrange knights fuch homage to her make, 
Bate fomewhat of that Maieftie and awe. 
That whylome wont to doe fo many quake, 

And with more myld afpeft thofe two to entertake. 320 

Now at that inftant, as occafion fell, 

When thefe two ftranger knights arriu'd in place, 
She was about affaires of common wele, 
Dealing of luftice with indifferent grace, 
And hearing pleas of people meane and bafe. 
Mongft which as then, there was for to be heard 
The tryall of a great and weightic cafe, 
Which on both fides was then debating hard : 

But at the fight of thefe, thofe were a while debard. 

But after all her princely entertayne, 330 

To th'hearing of that former caufe in hand, 
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Her felfe eftfoones fhe gan conuert againe ; 
Which that thofe knights likewife mote vnderftand, 
And witneffe forth aright in forrain land, 
Taking them vp vnto her ftately throne, 
Where they mote heare the matter throughly fcand 
On either part, fhe placed th'one on th'one, 
The other on the other fide, and neare them none. 

Then was there brought, as prifoner to the barre, 
A Ladie of great countenance and place, 340 

But that fhe it with foule abufe did marre ; 
Yet did appeare rare beautie in her face, 
But / blotted with condition vile and bafe, 
That all her other honour did obfcure, 
And titles of nobilitie deface : 
Yet in that wretched femblant, fhe did fure 

The peoples great compafTion vnto her allure. 

Then vp arofe a perfon of deepe reach, 
And rare in-f ight, hard matters to reuele ; 
That well could charme his tongue, & time his fpeach 
To all affayes : his name was called Zele : 351 

He gan that Ladie flrongly to appele 
Of many haynous crymes, by her enured, 
And with fharpe reafons rang her fuch a pele. 
That thofe, whom fhe to pitie had allured, 

He now fabhorre and loath her perfon had procured. 

Firfl gan he tell, how this that feem'd fo faire 
And royally arayd, Duejfa hight. 
That falfe Duejfa^ which had wrought great care. 
And mickle mifchiefe vnto many a knight, 360 

J. 358, , after ^f^^'— aocepteO. 
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By her beguyled, and confounded quight : 
But not for thofe fhe now in queftion came, 
Though alfo thofe mote queftion'd be aright; 
But for vyld treafons, and outrageous fhame, 
Which (he againft the dred Mercilla oft did frame. 

For flie whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counfels falfe confpyred, 
With faithleffe Blandamour and Paridell^ 
(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred. 
And both with hope of fhadowes vaine infpyred.) 
And with them prafliz'd, how for to depryue 371 
Mercilla of her crowne, by her afpyred, 
That (he might it vnto her felfe deryue, 

And tryumph in their blood, who (he to death did dryue./ 

But through high heauens grace, which fauour not 
The wicked driftes of trayterous defynes, 
Gainft loiall Princes, all this curfed plot, 
Ere proofe it tooke, difcouered was betymes, 
And th'a£lours won the meede meet for their crymes. 
Such be the meede of all, that by fuch mene 380 
Vnto the type of kingdomes title clymes. 
But falfe Duejfa now vntitled Queene, 

Was brought to her fad doome, as here was to be feene. 

Strongly did Zele her ha}mous faft enforce. 
And many other crimes of foule defame 
Againft her brought to bani(h all remorfe, 
And aggrauate the horror of her blame. 
And with him to make part againft her, came 

M» 375'7> {which . . . Princes), 
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Many graue perfons, that againft her pled ; 
Firft was a fage old Syre, that had to name 390 
The Kingdonus care^ with a white f iluer hed, 
That many high regards and reafons gainft her red. 

Then gan AuiJioriiy her to appofe 

With peremptorie powre, that made all mute ; 
And then the law of Nations gainft her rofe, 
And reafons brought, that no man could refute ; 
Next gan Religion gainft her to impute 
High Gods beheaft, and powre of holy lawes ; 
• Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons fute, 
Importune care of their owne publicke caufe ; 400 

And laftly luJHce charged her with breach of lawes. 

But then for her, on the contrarie part, 
Rofe many aduocates for her to plead : 
Firft there came Pittiey with full tender hart, 
And with her ioyn'd Regard of womanhead ; 
And / then came Daunger threatning hidden dread, 
And high alliance vnto forren powre ; 
Then came Nobilitie of birth, that bread 
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke ftowre ; 

And laftly Grief e did plead, & many teares forth powre. 

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart 4 1 1 

The Briton Prince was fore empaffionate, 
And woxe inclined much vnto her part, 
Through the fad terror of fo dreadfull fate, 
And wretched ruine of fo high eftate ; 
That for great ruth his courage gan relent. 
Which when as Zde perceiued to abate, 

I. 393, ^^ppo/e* : 11. 408, 410, italics,— accqyted : L 415, ; for ,— ftocepCtcl. 




3a 7HB V. BOOKE OF THE \Cant, IX. 

He gan his earned feruour to augment. 
And many fearefull obie6b to them to prefent 

He gan t'effbrce the euidence anew, 420 

And new accufements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old hag of hellifh hew. 
The curfed Ate^ brought her face to face, 
Wlio priuie was, and partie in the cafe: 
She, glad of fpoylc and ruinous decay. 
Did her appeach, and to her more difgracc, 
The plot of all her praflife did difplay, 

And all her traynes, and all her treafons forth did lay. 

Then brought he forth, with griefly grim afpeft, 

Abhorred Murder^ who with bloudie knyfe 440 

Yet dropping frefh in hand did her detefl. 
And there with guiltie bloudfhcd charged ryfe : 
Then brought he forth Sedition^ breeding ftryfe 
In troublous wits, and mutinous vprore : 
Then brought he forth Incontitieticc of lyfe, 
Euen foule Adulterie her face before. 

And lewd Ivipietie^ that her accufed fore. / 

All which when as the Prince had heard and feene, 
His former fancies ruth he gan repent. 
And from her partie eftfoones was drawen cleene. 
But Artegall with conftant firme intent, 451 

For zeale of luftice was againft her bent. 
So was fhe guiltie deemed of them all. 
Then Zele began to vrge her punifhment» 
And to their Queene for iudgement loudly call, 

Vnto Mercilla myld for luftice gainft the thrall. 



y 
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But fhe, whofe Princely bread was touched nere 
With piteous ruth of her fo wretched plight, 
Though plaine (he faw by all, that (he did heare, 
That (he of death was guiltie found by right, 460 
Yet would not let iuft vengeance on her light ; 
But rather let in ftead thereof to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which (he couering with her purple pall 

Would haue the paiTion hid, and vp arofe withall. 



Cant. I X. 

Prince Arthur takes the enterprise 

for Belgeefor to fight : 
Gerioncos Sene/chall 

hejlayes in Beiges right, 

A A A ^ 4|^ 4b A A A m m m A 

SOme Clarices doe doubt in their deuicefuU art, 
Whether this heauenly thing, whereof I treat, 
To weeten Mercky be of luftice part. 
Or drawne forth from her by diuine extreate. 
This well I wote, that fure (he is as great, 10 

And meriteth to haue as high a place, 
Sith in th' Almighties euerlafting feat 
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She firft was bred, and borne of heauenly race ; 
From thence pour'd down on men, by influence of g^race. 

For if that Vertue be of fo great might, 

Which from iuft verdift will for nothing dart, 

But to preferue inuiolated right, 

Oft fpilles the principall, to faue the part ; 

So much more then is that of powre and art, 

That feekes to faue the fubieft of her (kill, 20 

Yet neuer doth from doome of right depart : 

As it is greater prayfe to faue, then fpill. 

And better to reforme, then to cut off the ill. 

Who then can thee, Mercilla, throughly prayfe, 
That herein doeft all earthly Princes pas ? 
What heauenly Mufe (hall thy great honour rayfe 
Vp to the fkies, whence firft deriu'd it was, / 
And now on earth it felfe enlarged has, 
From thVtmoft brinke of the Artfiericke (hore, 
Vnto the margent of the Molucas ? 30 

Thofe Nations farre thy iuftice doe adore : 

But thine owne people do thy mercy prayfe much more. 

Much more it prayfed was of thofe two knights ; 
The noble Prince, and righteous Artegall^ 
When they had feene and heard her doome a rights 
Againft Dueffa, damned by them all ; 
But by her tempred without griefe or gall. 
Till ftrong conftraint did her thereto enforce. 
And yet euen then ruing her wilfull fall, 

\. 21, 'do' ft: 
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With more then needfull naturall remorfe, 40 

And yeelding the laft honour to her wretched corfe. 

During all which, thofe knights continued there, 
Both doing and receiuing curtefies, 
Of that great Ladie, who with goodly chere 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignities, 
Approuing dayly to their noble eyes 
Royall examples of her mercies rare, 
And worthie paterns of her clemencies ; 
Which till this day mongft many liuing are. 

Who them to their pofterities doe ftill declare. 50 

Amongft the reft, which in that fpace befell, 
There came two Springals of full tender yeares, 
Farre thence from forrein land, where they did dwell, 
To feeke for fuccour of her and her Peares 
With humble prayers and intreatfuU teares ; 
Sent by their mother, who a widow was. 
Wrapt in great dolours and in deadly feares, 
By a ftrong Tyrant, who inuaded has 

Her land, and flaine her children ruefully alas. 

Her / name was Belgce^ who in former age 60 

A Ladie of great worth and wealth had beene, 
And mother of a frutefull heritage, 
Euen feuenteene goodly fonnes ; which who had feene 
In their firft flowre, before this fatall teene 
Them ouertooke, and their faire bloflbmes blafted^ 
More happie mother would her furely weene, 

L 54, second ^of^ superfluously inserted in '96 before the second ^ her^ 




36 THE V. BOOKE OF THE ICant. X. 

Then famous Niobe, before (he tailed 
Latonaes childrens wrath, that all her iflfue wafted. 

But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious powre, 

Had left her now but iiue of all that brood : 70 

For twelue of them he did by times deuoure, 
And to his Idols facriiice their blood, 
Whyleft he of none was ftopped, nor withftood. 
For foothly he was one of matchleffe might. 
Of horrible afpeft, and dreadfull mood. 
And had three bodies in one waft cmpight, 

And th'armes and legs of three, to fuccour him in 
fight. 

And footh they fay, that he was borne and bred 
Of Gyants race, the fonne of Geryon^ 
He that whylome in Spaine fo fore was dred, 80 

For his huge powre and great oppreiTion, 
Which brought that land to his fubieftion. 
Through his three bodies powre, in one combynd ; 
And eke all ftrangers in that region 
Arryuing, to his kyne for food affynd ; 

The fayreft kyne aliue, but of the fierceft kynd. 

For they were all, they fay, of purple hew. 
Kept by a cowheard, hight Eurytion^ 
A cruell carle, the which all ftrangers flew, 
Ne day nor night did fleepe, t'attend them on, / 90 
But walkt about them euer and anone. 
With his two headed dogge, that Orthrus hight ; 
Orthrus begotten by great Typliadn^ 

L 72, *ldol' (Cliurch) : 1, 78, « brad; and U 80^ 'drad: 
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And foule Echidna^ in the houfe of night ; 
But Hercules them all did ouercome in fight 

His fonne was this, Geryoneo hight, 

Who after that his monftrous father fell 
Vnder Alcides club, ftreight tooke his flight 
From that fad land, where he his fyre did quell. 
And came to this, where Beige then did dwell, lOO 
And flourifh in all wealth and happinefle, 
Being then new made widow (as befell) 
After her Noble hulbands late decefle ; 

Which gaue beginning to her woe and wretchednefle. 

Then this bold Tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking aduantage, and her yet frefli woes, 
Himfelfe and feruice to her offered, 
Her to defend againft all forrein foes, 
That (hould their powre againft her right oppofe. 
Whereof flie glad, now needing ftrong defence, no 
Him entertayn'd, and did her champion chofe : 
Which long he vfd with carefuU diligence, 

The better to confirme her feareleffe confidence. 

By meanes whereof, fhe did at laft commit 

All to his hands, and gaue him foueraine powre 

To doe, what euer he thought good or fit 

Which hauing got, he gan forth from that howre 

To ftirre vp ftrife, and many a Tragicke ftowre, 

Giuing her deareft children one by one 

Vnto a dreadfuU Monfter to deuoure, 120 

And fetting vp an Idole of his owne, 

The image of his monftrous parent Geryone. 
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So / tyrannizing, and oppreffing all, 

The woefull widow had no meanes now left, 

But vnto gratious great Mercilla call 

For ayde, againft that cruell Tyrants theft, 

Ere all her children he from her had reft. 

Therefore thefe two, her eldeft fonnes fhe fent, 

To feeke for fuccour of this Ladies gieft : 

To whom their fute they humbly did prefent, 130 

In th'hearing of full many Knights and Ladies gent. 

Amongft the which then fortuned to bee 

The noble Briton Prince, with his braue Peare ; 
Who when he none of all thofe knights did fee 
Haftily bent, that enterprife to heare. 
Nor vndertake the fame, for cowheard feare, 
He ftepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the reft in prefence there. 
And humbly gan that mightie Queene entreat. 

To graunt him that aduenture for his former feat. 140 

She gladly graunted it : then he ftraight way 
Himfelfe vnto his iourney gan prepare. 
And all his armours readie dight that day. 
That nought the morrow next mote ftay his fare. 
The morrow next appeared, with purple hayre 
Yet dropping frefh out of the Indian fount. 
And bringing light into the heauens fayre. 
When he was readie to his fteede to mount ; 

Vnto his way, which now was all his care and count. 

Then taking humble leaue of that great Queene, 150 
Who gaue him roiall giftes and riches rare, 

1. 136, ^ccwardy as before. 



As tokens of her thankefull mind befeene, 
And leauing Artegall to his owne care ; / 
Vpon his voyage forth he gan to fare, 
With thofe two gentle youthes, which him did guide, 
And all his way before him ftill prepare. 
Ne after him did Artigall dhidQ^ 
But on his firft aduenture forward forth did ride. 

It was not long, till that the Prince arriued 

Within the land, where dwelt that Ladie fad, 1 60 

Whereof that Tyrant had her now depriued, 

And into moores and marfhes banifht had. 

Out of the pleafant foyle, and citties glad, 

In which (he wont to harbour happily : 

But now his cruelty fo fore fhe drad, 

That to thofe fennes for faftneffe fhe did fly, 

And there her felfe did hyde from his hard tyranny. 

There he her found in forrow and difmay. 
All folitarie without liuing wight ; 
For all her other children, through affray, 170 

Had hid themfelues, or taken further flight : 
And eke her felfe through fudden flrange affright, 
When one in armes fhe faw, began to fly ; 
But when her owne two fonnes fhe had in fight, 
She gan take hart, and looke vp ioyfully : 

For well fhe wift this knight came, fuccour to fupply. 

And running vnto them with greedy ioyes, 

Fell ftraight about their neckes, as they did kneele, 
Aud burfling forth in teares ; Ah my fweet boyes, 
(Sayd fhe) yet now I gin new life to feele, 1 80 

1. 166, 'fafctujfc' (i6n). 
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And feeble fpirits, that gan faint and reele, 
Now rife againe, at this your ioyous fight. 
Alreadie feemes that fortunes headlong wheele 
B^ins to tume^ and funne to fhine more bright, 
Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble 
knight. 

Then / turning vnto him : And you Sir knight 
(Said (he) that taken haue this toylefome paine 
For wretched woman, miferable wight, 
May you in heauen immortall guerdon gaine 
For fo great trauell, as you doe fuftaine : 1 90 

For other meede may hope for none of mee, 
To whom nought elfe, but bare life doth remaine, 
And that fo wretched one, as ye do fee 

Is liker lingring death, then loathed life to bee. 

Much was he moued with her piteous plight. 
And low difmounting from his loftie fteede, 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might, 
Seeking to driue away deepe rooted dreede. 
With hope of helpe in that her greateft neede. 
So thence he wiftied her with him to wend, 200 

Vnto fome place, where they mote reft and feede, 
And fhe take comfort, which God now did fend : 

Good hart in euils doth the euils much amend. 

Ay me (fayd fhe) and whether (hall I goe ? 
Are not all places full of forraine powres ? 
My pallaces poffeffed of my foe, 
My cities fackt, and their fky-threating towres 

L 204, * whither* {i€ii)i L 207, ^threaining' (161 1). 
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Raced; and made fmooth fields noNV full of flowres ? 
Onely thefe marifhes, and myrie bogs, 
In which the fearefull ewftes do build their bowres, 
Yeeld me an hoftry mongft the croking frogs, 211 
And harbour here in fafety from thofe rauenous dogs. 

Nathleffe (faid he) deare Ladie with me goe, 
Some place (hall vs receiue, and harbour yield ; 
If not, we will it force, maugre your foe, 
And purchafe it to vs with fpeare and fhield : / 
And if all fayle, yet farewell open field : 
The earth to all her creatures lodging lends. 
With fuch his chearefull fpeaches he doth wield 
Her mind fo well, that to his will (he bends 220 

And bynding vp her locks and weeds, forth with him 
wends. 

They came vnto a Citie farre vp land, 

The which whylome that Ladies owne had bene ; 
But now by force extort out of her hand, 
By her ftrong foe, who had defaced cleene 
Her ftately towres, and buildings funny fheene ; 
Shut vp her hauen, mard her marchants trade. 
Robbed her people, that full rich had beene, 
And in her necke a Caftle huge had made, 

The which did her comaund, without needing perfwade. 

The Caftle was the ftrength of all that ftate, 231 

Vntill that ftate by ftrength was pulled downe. 
And that fame citie, fo now ruinate, 
Had bene the keye of all that kingdomes crowne ; 

1, 233, ^ twwfo ' (Church). 
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Both goodly Caftle, and both goodly Towne, 
Till that th'offended heauens lift to lowre 
Vpon their bliffe, and balefull fortune frowne. 
When thofe gainft ftates and kingdomes do coniure, 
Who then can thinke theif hedlong ruine to recure. 

But he had brought it now in feruile bond, 240 

And made it beare the yoke of inquifition, 
Stryuing long time in vaine it to withftond ; 
Yet glad at laft to make moft bafe fubmiffion, 
And life enioy for any compofition. 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Impofd on it, with many a hard condition, 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 

To God, to doe vnto his Idole moft vntrew. 

To / him he hath, before this Caftle greene. 

Built a faire Chappell, and an Altar framed 250 

Of coftly luory, full rich befeene. 

On which that curfed Idole farre proclamed. 

He hath fet vp, and him his God hath named ; 

Offring to him in finfull facrifice 

The flefti of men, to Gods owne likenefle framed. 

And powring forth their bloud in brutilhe wize, 

That any yron eyes, to fee it would agrize. 

And for more horror and more criieltie, 
Vnder that curfed Idols altar ftone ; 
An hideous monfter doth in darkneffe lie, 260 

Whofe dreadfull fhape was neuer feene of none 

!• 253, ; lor , — accepted. 
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That Hues on earth ; but vnto thofe alone 
The which vnto him facrificed bee. 
Thofe he deuoures, they fay, both flefh and bone : 
What elfe they haue, is all the Tyrants fee : 
So that no whit of them remayning one may fee. 

There eke he placed a ftrong garrifone, 
And fet a Senefchall of dreaded might, 
That by his powre opprefTed euery one, 
And vanquilhed all ventrous knights in fight; 270 
To whom he wont (hew all the fhame he might, 
After that them in battell he had wonne. 
To which when now they gan approch in fight, 
The Ladie counfeld him the place to (honne, 

Whereas fo many knights had fouly bene fordonne. 

Her fearefull fpeaches nought he did regard, 
But ryding ftreight vnder the Caftle wall, 
Called aloud vnto the watchfull ward. 
Which there did wayte, willing them forth to call / 
Into the field their Tyrants Senefchall. 280 

To whom when tydings thereof came, he ftreight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withall, 
Eftloones forth pricked proudly in his might, 

A.nd gan with courage fierce addreffe him to the fight. 

rhey both encounter in the middle plaine. 

And their fharpe fpeares doe both together fmite 
Amid their fhields, with fo huge might and maine. 
That feem'd their foules they wold haue ryuen quight 
Out of their breafts, with furious defpight. 
Yet could the Senefchals no entrance find 290 

Into the Princes fhield, where it empight ; 
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So pure the mettall was, and well refynd, 
But fhiuered jail about, and fcattered in the wynd. 

Not fo the Princes, but with reftleffe force, 
Into his fhield it readie paflfage found, 
Both through his haberieon, and eke his corfe : 
Which tombling downe vpon the fenfeleffe ground, 
Gaue leaue vnto his ghoft from thraldome bound, 
To wander in the griefly fhades of night 
There did the Prince him leaue in deadly fwound, 
And thence vnto the caftle marched right, 301 

To fee if entrance there as yet obtaine he might. 

But as he nigher drew, three knights he fpyde, 
All arm'd to point, ifluing forth a pace. 
Which towards him with all their powre did ryde ; 
And meeting him right in the middle race, 
Did all their fpeares attonce on him enchace. 
As three great Culuerings for battrie bent, 
And leueld all againft one certaine place. 
Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth rent, 310 

That makes the wals to dagger with aftonifhment: 

So / all attonce they on the Prince did thonder ; 
Who from his faddle fwarued nought afyde, 
Ne to their force gaue way, that was great wonder, 
But like a bulwarke, firmely did abyde ; 
Rebutting him, which in the midft did ryde. 
With fo huge rigour, that his mortall fpeare 
Pad through his (hield, & pierft through either fyde, 

J» 3051 f for > — accepted: 1. 311, : for .'—accepted: 1. 315, ; for, — 
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That downc he fell vppon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreare. 

Whom when his other fellowes faw, they fled 321 

As fall as feetc could carry them away ; 
And after them the Prince as fwiftly fpcd, 
To be aueng'd of their vnknightly play. 
There whileft they entring, th'one did th'other (lay, 
The hindmoft in the gate he ouerhent, 
And as he prefled in, him there did flay : 
His carkafle tumbling on the threfliold, fent 

His groning foule vnto her place of punifliment. 

The other which was entred, laboured fad 330 

To fperre the gate ; but that fame lumpc of clay, 
Whofe grudging ghoft was thereout fled and pad ; 
Right in the middeft of the threfliold lay, 
That it the Pofl:eme did from clofing fl:ay : 
The whiles the Prince hard preafed in bctwecnc, 
And entraunce wonne. Straight th'other fled away, 
And ran into the Hall, where he did weenc 

Him felfe to faue : but he there flew him at the 
flcreene. 

Then all the reft which in that Caftle were. 

Seeing that fad enfample them before, 340 

Durft not abide, but fled away for feare, 

And them conuayd out at a Pofterne dore. / 

Long fought the Prince, but when he found no more 

T'oppofe againft his powre, he forth iflued 

Vnto that Lady, where he her had lore, 

!• 335> * had freaced,' 
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And her gan cheare, with what (he there had vewed, 
And what (he had not feene, within vnto her fhewed. 

Who with right humble thankes him goodly greeting, 
For fo g^eat proweffe, as he there had proued, 
Much greater then was euer in her weeting, 350 

With great admiraunce inwardly was moued, 
And honourd him, with all that her behoued. 
Thenceforth into that Caftle he her led. 
With her two fonnes, right deare of her beloued, 
Where all that night them felues they cherifhed, 

And from her balefull minde all care he banifhed. 
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\JL^ Prince Arthure ouercomes the great 

Gerioneo in fight : 
Doth flay the Monfler, and reflore 
Beige vnto her right. 
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IT often fals in courfe of common life, 
That right, long time is ouerborne of wrong, 
Through auarice, or powre, or guile, or ftrife. 
That weakens her, and makes her party ftrong : 
But luftice, though her dome fhe doe prolong, i o 
Yet at the laft fhe will her owne caufe right. 
As by fad Be/ge feemes, whofe wrongs though long 
She fuffred, yet at length fhe did requight. 
And fent redreffe thereof by this braue Briton Knight. 

Whereof / when newes was to that Tyrant brought. 
How that the Lady Be/^e now had found 
A Champion, that had with his Champion fought, 
And laid his Senefchall low on the ground, 
And eke him felfe did threaten to confound, 
He gan to bume in rage, and friefe in feare, 20 

Doubting fad end of principle vnfound : 
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Yet fith he heard but one, that did appeare, 
He did him felfe encourage, and take better cheare. 

NatheleiTe him felfe he armed all in haft, 
And forth he far'd with all his many bad, 
Ne ftayed ftep, till that he came at laft 
Vnto the Caftle, which they conquerd had. 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad, 
He fternely marcht before the Caftle gate, 
And with bold vaunts, and ydle threatning bad 30 
Deliuer him his owne, ere yet too late. 

To which they had no right, nor any wrongfuU ftate. 

The Prince ftaid not his aunfwere to deuize. 

But opening ftreight the Sparre, forth to him came, 

Full nobly mounted in right warlike wize ; 

And afked him, if that he were the fame, 

Who all that wrong vnto that wofull Dame 

So long had done, and from her natiue land 

Exiled her, that all the world fpake ftiame. 

He boldly aunfwerd him, he there did ftand 40 

That would his doings iuftifie with his owne hand. 

With that, fo furioufly at him he flew. 

As if he would haue ouerrun him ftreight, 
And with his huge great yron axe gan hew 
So hideoufly vppon his armour bright, / 
As he to peeces would haue chopt it quight : 
That the bold Prince was forced foote to giue 
To his firft rage, and yeeld to his defpight ; 

L 42, , after ^ that* — accepted. 
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The whileft at him fo dreadfully he driue, 
That feem'd a marble rocke afunder could haue riue. 

Thereto a great aduauntage eke he has 5 1 

Through his three double hands thrife multiplyde, 
Befides the double ftrength, which in them was : 
For ftil when fit occafion did betyde, 
He could his weapon ftiift from fide to fyde, 
From hand to hand, and with fuch nimbleffe fly 
Could wield about, that ere it were efpide, 
The wicked ftroke did wound his enemy, 

Behinde, befide, before, as he it lift apply. 

Which vncouth vfe when as the Prince perceiued, 60 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 
Leaft by fuch flight he were vnwares deceiued ; 
And euer ere he faw the ftroke to land, 
He would it meete, and warily withftand. 
One time, when he his weapon faynd to fliift. 
As he was wont, and changed from hand to hand, 
He met him with a counterftroke fo fwift, 

That quite fmit off his arme, as he it vp did lift. 

Therewith, all fraught with fury and difdaine, 

He brayd aloud for very fell defpight ; 70 

And fodainely t*auenge him felfe againe, 

Gan into one affemble all the might 

Of all his hands, and heaued them on hight, 

Thinking to pay him with that one for all : 

But the fad fteele feizd not, where it was hight, 

Vppon the childe, but fomewhat fliort did fall, 

And lighting on his horfes head, him quite did mall. 
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Downe / ftreight to ground fell his aftoniflit fteed, 
And eke to th'earth his burden with him bare : 
But he him felfe full lightly from him freed, 8o 

And gan him felfe to fight on foote prepare. 
Whereof when as the Gyant was aware, 
He wox right blyth, as he had got thereby, 
And laught fo loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might haue feene enraung'd diforderly, 

Like to a rancke of piles, that pitched are awry. 

Eftfoones againe his axe he raught on hie, 
Ere he were throughly buckled to his geare ; 
And can let driue at him fo dreadfuUie, 
That had he chaunced not his fhield to reare, 90 
Ere that huge ftroke arriued on him neare, 
He had him furely clouen quite in twaine. 
But th' Adamantine fhield, which he did beare, 
So well was tempred, that for all his maine. 

It would no paffage yeeld vnto his purpofe vaine. 

Yet was the ftroke fo forcibly applide, 

That made him ftagger with vncertaine fway, 

As if he would haue tottered to one fide. 

Wherewith full wroth, he fiercely gan affay. 

That curtTie with like kindneffe to repay ; 100 

And fmote at him with fo importune might, 

That two more of his armes did fall away. 

Like fruitleffe braunches, which the hatchets flight 

Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and cropped quight. 

With that all mad and furious he grew. 
Like a fell maftiffe through enraging heat, 

1. 94) (for . . . tfiaine). 
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And curft, and band, and blafphemies forth threw, 
Againft his Gods, and fire to them did threat,/ 
And hell vnto him felfe with horrour great. 
Thenceforth he car'd no more, which way he ftrooke. 
Nor where it light, but gan to chaufe and fweat, in 
And gnafht his teeth, and his head at him fliooke. 
And fternely him beheld with grim and ghaftly looke. 

Nought fear*d the childe his lookes, ne yet his threats, 
But onely wexed now the more aware, 
To faue him felfe from thofe his furious heats, 
And watch aduauntage, how to worke his care : 
The which good Fortune to him offred faire. 
For as he in his rage him ouerftrooke. 
He ere he could his weapon backe repaire, 120 

His fide all bare and naked ouertooke. 

And with his mortal fteel quite throgh the body ftrooke. 

Through all three bodies he him ftrooke attonce ; 
That all the three attonce fell on the plaine : 
Elfe ftiould he thrife haue needed, for the nonce 
Them to haue ftricken, and thrife to haue flaine. 
So now all three one fenceleffe lumpe remaine, 
Enwallow*d in his owne blacke bloudy gore, 
And byting th'earth for very deaths difdaine ; 
Who with a cloud of night him couering, bore 130 

Downe to the houfe of dole, his dales there to deplore. 

Which when the Lady from the Caftle faw. 

Where fhe with her two fonnes did looking ftand. 
She towards him in haft her felfe did draw, 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 

L 108, 'w' (1679) : L 122, * through,' 
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And all the people both of towne and land, 
Which there flood gazing from the Citties wall 
Vppon thefe warriours, greedy tVnderftand, 
To whether fhould the viftory befall, 
Now when they faw it falne, they eke him greeted all. 

But / Beige with her fonnes proftrated low 141 

Before his feete, in all that peoples fight ; (wo, 

Mongft ioyes mixing fome tears, mongft wele, fome 
Him thus befpake ; O mod redoubted Knight 
The which haft me, of all moft wretched wight. 
That earft was dead, reftor*d to life againe, 
And thefe weake impes replanted by thy might ; 
What guerdon can I giue thee for thy paine, 

But euen that which thou fauedft, thine ftill to remaine ? 

He tooke hef vp forby the lilly hand, 150 

And her recomforted the beft he might, 
Saying ; Deare Lady, deedes ought not be fcand 
By th'authors manhood, nor the doers might. 
But by their trueth and by the caufes right : 
That fame is it, which fought for you this day. 
What other meed then need me to requight. 
But that which yeeldeth vertues meed alway ? 

That is the vertue felfe, which her reward doth pay. 

She humbly thankt him for that wondrous grace, 
And further fayd ; Ah Sir, but mote ye pleafe, 160 
Sith ye thus farre haue tendred my poore cafe. 
As from my chiefeft foe me to releafe, 
That your vi6lorious arme will not yet ceafe, 
Till ye haue rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde race, and ftablifhed my peace. 
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What is there elfe (fayd he) left of their rout ? 
Declare it boldly Dame, and doe not ftand in dout 

Then wote you, Sir, that in this Church hereby, 
There (lands an Idole of great note and name, 
The which this Gyant reared firft on hie, 170 

And of his owne vaine fancies thought did frame : / 
To whom for endleffe horrour of his fliame. 
He offred vp for daily facrifize 
My children and my people, burnt in flame ; 
With all the tortures, that he could denize. 

The more t'aggrate his God with fuch his blouddy guize. 

And vndemeath this Idoll there doth He 
An hideous monfter, that doth it defend. 
And feedes on all the carkaffes, that die 
In facrifize vnto that curfed feend : 180 

Whofe vgly fhape none euer faw, nor kend, 
That euer fcap*d : for of a man they fay 
It has the voice, that fpeaches forth doth fend, 
Euen blafphemous words, which fhe doth bray 

Out of her poyfnous entrails, fraught with dire decay. 

Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan eame 
For great defire, that Monfter to affay. 
And prayd the place of her abode to learne. 
Which being fhew'd, he gan him felfe ftreight way 
Thereto addreffe, and his bright fhield difplay. 190 
So to the Church he came, where it was told. 
The Monfter vnderneath the Altar lay ; 

It 186, *yeame^* 
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There he that Idoll faw of mafly gold 

« 

Mod richly made, but there no Monfter did behold. 

Vpon the Image with his naked blade 

Three times, as in defiance, there he ftrooke ; 
And the third time out of an hidden fhade, 
There forth iffewd, from vnder th* Altars fmooke, 
A dreadfull feend, with fowle deformed looke„ 
That ftretcht it felfe, as it had long lyen ftill ; 200 
And her long taile and fethers ftrongly fhooke, 
That all the Temple did with terrour fill ; 

Yet him nought terrifide, that feared nothing ill. 

An / huge great Beaft it was, when it in length 
Was ftretched forth, that nigh fild all the place, 
And feem'd to be of infinite great ftrength ; 
Horrible, hideous, and of helHfh race, 
Borne of the brooding of Echidna bafe. 
Or other like infemall furies kinde : 
For of a Mayd (he had the outward face, 2 1 o 

To hide the horrour, which did lurke behinde, 

The better to beguile, whom (he fo fond did finde. 

Thereto the body of a dog Ihe had, 

Full of fell rauin and fierce greedineffe ; 

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad. 

To rend and teare, what fo Ihe can oppreffe ; 

A Dragons taile, whofe fting without redreffe 

Full deadly wounds, where fo it is empight ; 

And Eagles wings, for fcope and fpeedineffe, 

That nothing may efcape her reaching might, 220 

Whereto (he euer lift to make her hardy flight 
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Much like in foulneffe and deformity 

Vnto that Monfter, whom the Theban Knight, 

The father of that fatall progeny, 

Made kill her felfe for very hearts defpight, 

That he had red her Riddle, which no wight 

Could euer loofe, but fuffred deadly doole. 

So alfo did this Monfter vfe like flight 

To many a one, which came vnto her fchoole, 

Whom fhe did put to death, deceiued like a foole. 230 

She comming forth, when as fhe firft beheld 

The armed Prince, with fhield fo blazing bright, 

Her ready to affaile, was greatly queld, 

And much difmayd with that difmayfull fight, / 

That backe (he would have turnd for great affright. 

But he gan her with courage fierce affay, 

That forft her turne againe in her defpight, 

To faue her felfe, leaft that he did her flay : 

And fure he had her flaine, had fhe not turnd her way. 

Tho when fhe faw, that fhe was forft to fight, 240 

She flew at him, like to an hellifh feend. 
And on his fhield tooke hold with all her might, 
As if that it flie would in peeces rend. 
Or reaue out of the hand, that did it hend. 
Strongly he ftroue out of her greedy gripe 
To loofe his fhield, and long while did contend : 
But when he could not quite it, with one ftripe 

Her Lions clawes he from her feete away did wipe. 

With that aloude fhe gan to bray and yell, 

And fowle blafphemous fpeaches forth did caft, 2^0 
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And bitter curies, horrible to tell ; 
That euen the Temple, wherein fhe was plaft, 
Did quake to heare, and nigh afunder brail. 
Tho with her huge long taile fhe at him ftrooke, 
That made him dagger, and ftand halfe agaft 
With trembling ioynts, as he for terrour fhooke ; 
Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 

As when the Maft of fome well timbred hulke 
Is with the blaft of fome outragious ftorme 
Blowne downe, it (hakes the bottome of the bulke, 
And makes her ribs to cracke, as they were torne, 261 
Whileft ftill fhe ftands as flonifht and forlorne ; 
So was he flound with flroke of her huge taile. 
But ere that it fhe backe againe had borne. 
He with his fword it flrooke, that without faile 

He ioynted it, and mard the fwinging of her flaile. 

Then / gan fhe cry much louder then afore. 
That all the people there without it heard, 
And Beige felfe was therewith flonied fore, 
As if the onely found thereof fhe feard. 270 

But then the feend her felfe more fiercdy reard 
Vppon her wide great wings, and ftrongly flew 
With all her body at his head and beard ; 
That had he not forefeene with heedfuU vew, 

And thrown his fhield atween, fhe had him done to rew. 

But as fhe prefl on him with heauy fway, 
Vnder her wombe his fatall fword he thrufl, 
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And for her entrailes made an open way, 
To iffue forth ; the which once being bruft, 
Like to a great Mill damb forth fiercely guflit, 280 
And powred out of her infemall f inke 
Mod vgly filth, and poyfon therewith ruftit. 
That him nigh choked with the deadly ftinke : 
Such loathly matter were fmall luft to fpeake, or thinke. 

Then downe to ground fell that deformed Maffe, 
Breathing out clouds of fulphure fowle and blacke. 
In which a puddle of contagion was, 
More loathd then Lenta, or then Stygian lake. 
That any man would nigh awhaped make. 
Whom when he faw on ground, he was full glad, 290 
And ftreight went forth his gladneffe to partake 
With Beige, who watcht all this while full fad, 

Wayting what end would be of that fame daunger drad. 

Whom when fhe faw fo ioyoufly come forth. 
She gan reioyce, and fhew triumphant chere. 
Lauding and prayfing his renowmed worth, 
By all the names that honorable were. / 
Then in he brought her, and her fhewed there 
'the prefent of his paines, that Monfters fpoyle. 
And eke that IdoU deemed fo coftly dere ; 300 

Whom he did all to peeces breake and foyle 

In filthy durt, and left fo in the loathely foyle. 

Then all the people, which beheld that day, 
Gan ftiout aloud, that vnto heauen it rong ; 
And all the damzels of that towne in ray. 
Came dauncing forth, and ioyous carrols fong : 
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So him they led through all their ftreetes along, 
Crowned with girlonds of immortall baies, 
And all the vulgar did about them throng, 
To fee the man, whofe euerlafting praife 310 

They all were bound to all pofterities to raife. 

There he with Be/ga did a while remaine, 
Making great feaft and ioyous merriment, 
Vntill he had her fettled in her raine, 
With fafe affuraunce and eftablifliment. 
Then to his firft emprize his mind he lent, 
Full loath to Beiges^ and to all the reft : 
Of whom yet taking leaue, thenceforth he went 
And to his former iourney him addreft, 

On which long way he rode, ne euer day did reft. 320 

But turne we now to noble Artegall\ 

Who hauing left Mercilla, ftreight way went 
On his firft queft, the which him forth did call. 
To weet to worke Irenaes franchifement, 
And eke Grantortoes worthy punifliment 
So forth he fared as his manner was, 
With onely Talus wayting diligent. 
Through many perils, and much way did pas. 

Till nigh vnto the place at length approcht he has. 

There / as he traueld by the way, he met 330 

An aged wight, wayfaring all alone. 
Who through his yeares long fince afide had fet 
The vfe of armes, and battell quite forgone : 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone, 
That it was he which whilome did attend 
On faire Irene in her affli<5Hon, 
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When firft to Faery comt he faw her wend, 
^nto his fooeraine Qneene her fuite for to commend* 

Whom by his name fainting, thus he gan ; 

Haile good Sir Sergis^ tnieft Knight aliue, 340 

Wdl tride in all thy Ladies troubles than. 

When her Aat Tyrant did of Crowne depriue ; 

What new ocafion doth thee hither driue. 

Whiles (he alone is left, and thou here found ? 

Or is (he thrall, or doth (he not furuiue? 

To whom he thus ; She liueth fure and found ; 

But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome bound. 

For (he prefuming on th'appointed tyde, 
. In which ye promift, as ye were a Knight, 
To meete her at the faluage Hands fyde, 350 

And then and there for triall of her right 
With her vnrigteous enemy to fight, 
Did thither come, where (he afrayd of nought, 
By guilefull. treafon and by fubtill flight 
Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought, 

M^ho her imprifond hath, and her life often fought 

And now he hath to her prefixt a day, 

By which if that no champion doe appeare. 
Which will her caufe in battailous array 
Againft him iuftifie, and proue her cleare / 360 

Of all thofe crimes, that he gainft her doth reare 
She death (hall fure aby. Thofe tidings fad 
Did much abafh Sir Artegall to heare, 

n. 350-1 within ( ) : 1. 353, {affiraid . . . ntmght) : 1. 36a — both '96 and 
1609 read ^ She death Jhafl by ' : text accepted from 161 1, 




69 THE V. BOOKE OF THE \CanL XL 

And grieued fore, that through his fault fhe had 
Fallen into that Tyrants hand and vfage bad. 

Then thus replide ; Now fure and by my life. 
Too much am I too blame for that faire Maide, 
That haue her drawne to all this troublous ftrife, 
Through promife to afford her timely aide, 
Which by default I haue not yet defraide. 370 

But witneffe vnto me, ye heauens, that know 
How cle^ire I am from blame of this vpbraide : 
For ye into like thraldome me did throw, 

And kept from complifhing the faith, which I did owe. 

But now aread. Sir Sergis^ how long fpace. 
Hath he her lent, a Champion to prouide : 
Ten daies (quoth he) he graunted hath of grace. 
For that he weeneth well, before that tide 
None can haue tidings to affift her fide. 
For all the fhores, which to the fea accofte, 380 

He day and night doth ward both far and wide. 
That none can there arriue without an hofte : 

So her he deemes already but a damned ghofte. 

Now turne againe (Sir Artegall then fayd) 
For if I Hue till thofe ten daies haue end, 
Affure your felfe. Sir Knight, fhe fhall haue ayd. 
Though I this deareft life for her doe fpend ; 
So backeward he attone with him did wend. 
Tho as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend, 390 

1. 367, * to * (2nd) 1679 : L 371, *kiww '—obvious correction of misprint 
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Flocking together in confufde array, 
As if that there were fome tumultuous affray. 

To / which as they approcht, the caufe to know, 
They faw a Knight in daungerous diftreffe 
Of a rude rout, him chafing to and fro. 
That fought with lawleffe powre him to oppreffe, 
And bring in bondage of their brutifhneffe : 
And farre away, amid their rakehell bands. 
They fpide a Lady left all fuccourleffe. 
Crying, and holding vp her wretched hands 400 

To him for aide, who long in vaine their rage withflands. 

Yet ftill he ftriues, ne any perill fpares, 
To refkue her from their rude violence. 
And like a Lion wood amongfl them fares. 
Dealing his dreadfull blowes with large difpence, 
Gainft which the pallid death findes no defence. 
But all in vaine, their numbers are fo great, 
That naught may boot to banifhe them from thence: 
For foone as he their outrage backe doth beat. 

They turne afrefh, and oft renew their former threat 410 

And now they doe fo fharpely him affay, 
That they his fhield in peeces battred haue. 
And forced him to throw it quite away. 
Fro dangers dread his doubtfuU life to faue; 
Albe that it moft fafety to him gaue. 
And much did magnifie his noble name. 
For from the day that he thus did it leaue, 

1. 395f > after * rout ' — accepted. 
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Amongft all Knights he blotted was with blame, 
And counted but a recreant Knight, with endles fhame. 

Whom when they thus diftrefled did behold, 420 

They drew vnto his aide ; but that rude rout 
Them alfo gan afTaile with outrage bold, 
And forced them, how euer ftrong and ftout / 
They were, as well approu'd in many a doubt, 
Backe to recule ; vntill that yron man 
With his huge flaile began to lay about ; 
From whofe fteme prefence they diffufed ran. 

Like fcattred chaffe, the which the wind away doth fan. 

So when that Knight from perill cleare was freed. 
He drawing neare, began to greete them faire, 430 
And yeeld great thankes for their fo goodly deed, 
In fauing him from daungerous defpaire 
Of thofe, which fought his life for to empaire. 
Of whom Sir Artegall %zxi then enquire 
The whole occafion of his late misfare. 
And who he was, and what thofe villaines were, 

The which with mortall malice him purfu'd fo nere. 

To whom he thus ; My name is Burbon hight, 
Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 
Vntill late mifchiefe did vppon me light, 440 

That all my former praife hath blemifht fore ; 
And that faire Lady, which in that vprore 
Ye with thofe caytiues faw, Flourdelis hight. 
Is mine owne loue, though me fhe haue forlore. 
Whether withheld from me by wrongfuU might, 

Or with her owne good will, I cannot read aright 

1. 426, ; for ,— dcicepted. 
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But fure to me her faith fhe firft did plight, 
To be my loue, and take me for her Lord, 
Till that a Tyrant, which Grandtorto hight, 
With golden giftes and many a guilefuU word 450 
Entyced her, to him for to accord. 
O who may not with gifts and words be tempted ? 
Sith which fhe hath me ^uer fince abhbrd. 
And to my foe hath guilefully confented : 

Ay me, that euer guyle in wemen was inuented. 

And / now he hath this troupe of villains fent, 
By open force to fetch her quite away : 
Gainft whom my felfe I long in vaine haue bent, 
To refcue her, and daily meanes affay, 
Yet refcue her thence by no meanes I may : 460 
For they doe me with multitude oppreffe, 
And with vnequall might doe ouerlay, 
That oft I driuen am to great diftreffe. 

And forced to forgoe th'attempt remedileffe. 

But why haue ye (faid Artegall) forborne 

Your owne good fliield in daungerous difmay ? 

That is the greateft (hame and fouleft fcorne, 

Which vnto any knight behappen may 

To loofe the badge, that (hould his deedes difplay. 

To whom Sir Burbon^ blufhing halfe for Ihame, 470 

That (hall I vnto you (quoth he) bewray ; 

Lead ye therefore mote happily me blame, (came. 

And deeme it doen of will, that through inforcement 

True is, that I at firft was dubbed knight 

By a good knight, the knight of the Redcroffe ; 

1. 452 within ( ). 
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Who when he gaue me armes, in field to fight, 
Gaue me a fhield, in which he did endofle 
His deare Redeemers badge vpon the bofle : 
The fame longwhile I bore, and therewithal! 
Fought many battels without wound or loffe ; 480 
Therewith Grandtorto felfe I did appall, 
And made him oftentimes in field before me fall. 

But for that many did that fhield enuie. 
And cruell enemies increafed more ; 
To ftint all ftrife and troublous enmitie. 
That bloudie fcutchin being battered fore, / 
I layd afide, and haue of late forbore. 
Hoping thereby to haue my loue obtayned : 
Yet can I not my loue haue nathemore ; 
For fhe by force is ftill fro me detayned, 490 

And with corruptfull brybes is to vntruth mif-trayned. 

To whom thus Artegall\ Certes Sir knight, 
Hard is the cafe, the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not fo hard (for nought fo hard may light. 
That it to fuch a ftreight mote you conftraine) 
As to abandon, that which doth containe 
Your honours ftile, that is your warlike fhield. 
All perill ought be leffe, and leffe all paine 
Then loffe of fame in difauentrous field ; 

Dye rather, then doe ought, that mote difhonour yield. 

Not fo ; (quoth he) for yet when time doth ferue, 501 
My former fhield I may refume againe : 
To temporize is not from truth to fwerue, 
Ne for aduantage terme to entertaine, 

L 491, < corrupted ' : I. 499, ' difaduetUrom^ 
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When as neceffitie doth it conffraine. 
Fie on fuch forgerie (faid Artegall) 
Vnder one hood to (hadow faces twaine. 
Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all : 
Of all things to diffemble fouly may befall. 

Yet let me you of courtefie requeft, 510 

(Said Burbofi) to affift me now at need 
Againft thefe pefants, which haue me oppreft, 
And forced me to fo infamous deed, 
That yet my loue may from their hands be freed. 
Sir Artegall^ albe he earft did wyte 
His wauering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 
And buckling him eftfoones vnto the fight, 

Did fet vpon thofe troupes with all his powre and might. 

Who / flocking round about them, as a fwarme 

Of flyes vpon a birchen bough doth clufter, 520 

Did them aflault with terrible allarme. 
And ouer all the fields themfelues did mufter. 
With bils and glayues making a dreadfuU lufter ; 
That forft at firft thofe knights backe to retyre : 
As when the wrathfuU Boreas doth blufter, 
Nought may abide the tempeft of his yre, 

Both man and bead doe fly, and fuccour doe inquyre. 

But when as ouerblowen was that brunt, 

Thofe knights began a frefli them to aflayle, 

And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt ; 530 

But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 

Gainft which no flight nor refcue mote auayle, 

Made cruell hauocke of the bafer crew, 

And chaced them both ouer hill and dale : 
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The raflcall manie foone they ouerthrew, 
But the two knights thefelues tiheir captains did fubdew. 

At laft they came whereas that Ladie bode, 
Whom now her keepers had forfaken quig^t, 
To faue themfelues, and fcattered were abrode : 
Her halfe difmayd they found in doubtfull plight, 
As neither glad nor forie for their fight ; 541 

Yet wondrous faire (he was, and richly clad 
In roiall robes, and many lewels dight. 
But that thofe villens through their vfage bad 

Them fouly rent, and fhamefully defaced had. 

But Burbon ftreight difmounting from his fteed, 
Vnto her ran with greedie great defyre, 
And catching her faft by her ragged weed, 
Would haue embraced her with hart entyre. / 
But (he backftarting with difdainefull yre, 550 

Bad him auaunt, ne would vnto his lore 
Allured be, for prayer nor for meed. 
Whom when thofe knights fo froward and forlore 

Beheld, they her rebuked and vpbrayded fore. 

Sayd Artegall ; what foule difgrace is this. 
To fo faire Ladie, as ye feeme in fight. 
To blot your beautie, that vnblemifht is. 
With fo foule blame, as breach of faith once plight, 
Or change of loue for any worlds delight } 
Is ought on earth fo pretious or deare, 560 

As prayfe and honour ? Or is ought fo bright 

1. 552, *tneed* — another of Spenser's n^lects — the rhyme-word requires 
^ hyre^ as Church reads: L 553, ^ froward^ — accepted for ^forward* of 
'^ from 160^. 
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And beautiful!, as glories beames appeare, (cleare ? 
Whofe goodly light then Phebus lampe doth (hine more 

Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted bee 
Vnto a ftrangers loue, fo lightly placed, 
For guiftes of gold, or any worldly glee, 
To leaue the loue, that ye before embraced, 
And let your fame with falfhood be defaced. 
Fie on the pelfe, for which good name is fold, 
And honour with indignitie debafed : 570 

Dearer is loue then life, and fame then gold ; 

But dearer the them both, your faith once plighted hold. 

Much was the Ladie in her gentle mind 
Abafht at his rebuke, that bit her neare, 
Ne ought to anfwere thereunto did find ; 
But hanging downe her head with heauie cheare. 
Stood long amaz'd, as fhe amated weare. 
Which Burbon feeing, her againe affayd. 
And clafping twixt his armes, her vp did reare 
Vpon his fteede, whiles fhe no whit gainefayd ; 580 

So bore her quite away, nor well nor ill apayd. 

Nathleffe / the yron man did ftill purfew 
That raflcall many with vnpittied fpoyle ; 
Ne ceaffed not, till all their fcattred crew ' 

Into the fea he droue quite from that foyle. 
The which they troubled had with great turmoyle. 
But Artegall feeing his cruell deed, 
Commaunded him from flaughter to recoyle, 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed : 

For that the terme approching faft, required fpeed. 590 

L ^ISd, ; for ,— accepted ; and so 1. 583. 
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Cant. XII. 



Arttgall doth Sir Burbon aide^ 
And hlatntsfor changing Jhuld: 

He with the great Grantorto fights^ 
Andjlaieth him infield. 



O Sacred hunger of ambitious mindes, 
And impotent defire of men to raine, 
Whom neither dread of God, that deuils bindes, 
Nor lawes of men, that common weales containe, 
Nor bands of nature, that wilde beaftes reftraine, lo 
Can keepe from outrage, and from doing wrong. 
Where they may hope a kingdome to obtaine. 
No faith fo firme, no truft can be fo ftrong, 
No loue fo lading then, that may enduren long. 

Witneffe may Burbon be, whom all the bands, 
Which may a Knight affure, had furely bound, 
Vntill the loue of Lordfhip and of lands 
Made him become moft faithleffe and vnfound : / 
And witneffe be Gerioneo found. 
Who for like caufe faire Beige did oppreffe, 20 

And right and wrong moft cruelly confound ; 
And fo be now Grantorto^ who no leffe 

Then all the reft burft out to all outragioufneffe. 

1. 7, * raigne ' : 1. 14, 'enduren * ibr 'endure ' — accepted. 
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Gainfl whom Sir Artegall, long hauing fince 
Taken in hand th'exploit, being theretoo 
Appointed by that mightie Faerie Prince, 
Great Gloriane^ that Tyrant to fordoo, 
Through other great aduentures hethertoo 
Had it forflackt But now time drawing ny, 
To him aflynd, her high beheaft to doo, 30 

To the fea fhore he gan his way apply, 

To weete if (hipping readie he mote there defcry. 

Tho when they came to the fea coaft, they found 
A (hip all readie (as good fortune fell) 
To put to fea, with whom they did compound, 
To paflTe them ouer, where them lift to tell : 
The winde and weather ferued them fo well, 
That in one day they with the coaft did fall ; 
• Whereas they readie found them to repell. 
Great hoftes of men in order martiall, 40 

Which them forbad to land, and footing did forftall. 

But nathemore would they from land refraine. 
But when as nigh vnto the (hore they drew. 
That foot of man might found the bottome plaine, 
Talus into the fea did forth iflfew. 
Though darts from (hore & ftones they at him threw ; 
And wading through the waues with ftedfaft fway, 
Maugre the might of all thofe troupes in vew. 
Did win the (hore, whence he them chaft away. 
And made to fly, like doues, whom the Eagle doth affray. 

The/whyles Sir Artegally with that old knight 51 

Did forth defcend, there being none them neare, 

1. 50, *th' Eagie,' 
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And forward marched to a towne in fight 
By this came tydings to the Tyrants care, 
By thofe, which earft did fly away for feare 
Of their arriual : wherewith troubled fore, 
He all his forces ftreight to him did reare, 
And forth ifTuing with his fcouts afore, 
Meant them to haue incountred, ere they left the fliore. 

But ere he marched farre, he with them met, 60 

And fiercely charged them with all his force ; 
But Talus fternely did vpon them fet, 
And brufht, and battred them without remorfe, 
That on the ground he left full many a corfe ; 
Ne any able was him to withftand, 
But he them ouerthrew both man and horfe, 
That they lay fcattred ouer all the land, 

As thicke as doth the feede after the fowers hand ; 

Till Artegall him feeing fo to rage, 

Willd him to (lay, and f igne of truce did make : 70 
To which all harkning, did a while affwage 
Their forces furie, and their terror flake ; 
Till he an Herauld cald, and to him fpake, 
Willing him wend vnto the Tyrant ft:reight. 
And tell him that not for fuch flaughters fake 
He thether came, but for to trie the right 

Of fayre Irenaes caufe with him in f ingle fight 

And willed him for to reclayme with fpeed 
His fcattred people, ere they all were flaine, 

1. 68, ; for . — ^accepted. 
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And time and place conuenient to areed, 80 

In which they two the combat might darraine. / 
Which meffage when Grantorto heard, full fayne 
And glad he was the flaughter fo to flay, 
And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gaue him longer day ; 
So founded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 

That night Sir Artegall did caufe his tent 
There to be pitched on the open plaine ; 
For he had giuen ftreight commaundement, 
That none fhould dare him once to entertaine : 90 
Which none durft breake, though many would right 
For fayre Irenay whom they loued deare. (faine 

But yet old Sergis did fo well him paine. 
That from clofe friends, that dar'd not to appeare. 

He all things did puruay, which for them needfull weare. 

The morrow next, that was the difmall day. 
Appointed for Irenas death before, 
So foone as it did to the world difplay 
His chearefull face, and light to men reftore. 
The heauy Mayd, to whom none tydings bore lOO 
Of Artegals arryuall, her to free, 
Lookt vp with eyes full fad and hart full fore ; 
Weening her lifes laft howre then neare to bee, 

Sith no redemption nigh fhe did nor heare nor fee. 

Then vp fhe rofe, and on her felfe did dight 
Moft fqualid garments, fit for fuch a day, 
And with dull countenance, and with doleful fpright, 
She forth was brought in forrowfuU difmay, 

L 85, ; for . — accepted. 



72 THE V. BOOKE OF THE [Cant. XH. 

For to receiue the doome of her decay. 
But comming to the place, and finding there no 
Sir Artegall, in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare, 
And new life to her lent, in midft of deadly feare. 

Like / as a tender Rofe in open plaine, 

That with vntimely drought nigh withered was, 

And hung the head, foone as few drops of raine 

Thereon diftill, and deaw her daintie face, 

Gins to looke vp, and with frefli wonted g^ace 

Difpreds the glorie of her leaues gay ; 

Such was Irenas countenance, fuch her cafe, 120 

When Artegall fhe faw in that array. 

There wayting for the Tyrant, till it was farre day. 

Who came at length, with proud prefumpteous gate, 
Into the field, as if he feareleffe were. 
All armed in a cote of yron plate. 
Of great defence to ward the deadly feare. 
And on his head a fteele cap he did weare 
Of colour ruftie browne, but fure and ftrong; 
And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare, 
Whofe fteale was yron ftudded, but not long, 130 

With which he wont to fight, to iuftifie his wrong. 

Of ftature huge and hideous he was, 
Like to a Giant for his monftrous hight. 
And did in ftrength moft forts of men furpas, 
Ne neuer any found his match in might ; 

1. 130, ^Jiede^^ 
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Thereto he had great (kill in f ingle fight : 
His face was vgly, and his countenance fterne, 
That could haue frayd one with the very fight, 
And gaped like a gulfe, when he did geme, 
That whether man or monfter one could fcarfe difceme. 

Scone as he did within the liftes appeare, 141 

With dread full looke he Artegall beheld, 
As if he would haue daunted him with feare, 
And grinning griefly, did againfl him weld / 
His deadly weapon, which in hand he held. 
But th'Elfin fwayne, that oft had feene like fight, 
Was with his ghaftiy count'nance nothing queld. 
But gan him ftreight to buckle to the fight, 

And caft his fhield about, to be in readie plight. 

The trompets found, and they together goe, 150 

With dreadfull terror, and with fell intent ; 
And their huge ftrokes full daungeroufly bellow, 
To doe moft dammage, where as moft they ment 
But with fuch force and furie violent, 
The tyrant thundred his thicke blowes fo faft. 
That through the yron walles their way they rent. 
And euen to the vitall parts they part, 

Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft or braft. 

Which cruell outrage when as Artegall 

Did well auize, thenceforth with warie heed 160 

He fhund his ftrokes, where euer they did fall. 
And way did giue vnto their g^aceleffe fpeed : 

U i54» */«^^.' 
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As when a fkilfuU Maniner doth reed 
A ftorme approching, that doth perill threat, 
He will not bide the daunger of fuch dread, 
But (Irikes his fayles, and vereth his mainfheat, 
And lends vnto it leaue the emptie ayre to beat 

So did the Faerie knight himfelfe abeare, 

And ftouped oft his head from fhame to fhield ; 
No fhame to (loupe, ones head more high to reare, 
And much to gaine, a litle for to yield ; 17 c 

So ftouteft knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But ftill the tyrant fternely at him layd. 
And did his yron axe fo nimbly wield, 
That many wounds into his flefli it made. 

And with his burdenous blowes him fore did ouerlade. 

Yet / when as fit aduantage he did fpy. 
The whiles the curfed felon high did reare 
His cruell hand, to fmite him mortally, 
Vnder his ftroke he to him ftepping neare, 1 80 

Right in the flanke him ftrooke with deadly dreare. 
That the gore bloud thence gufhing grieuoufly, 
Did vndemeath him like a pond appeare, 
And all his armour did with purple dye ; 

Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 

Yet the huge ftroke, which he before intended. 
Kept on his courfe, as he did it direft. 
And with fuch monftrous poife adowne defcended, 
That feemed nought could him from death proteft : 

# 
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But he it well did ward with wife refpe6i, 190 

And twixt him and the blow his fhield did caft. 
Which thereon feizing, tooke no great cfffefl ; 
But byting deepe therein did fticke fo faft, 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth could wrafl. 

Longwhile he tug'd and ftroue, to get it out, 
And all his powre applyed thereunto, 
That he therewith the knight drew all about : 
Nathleffe, for all that euer he could doe, 
His axe he could not from his fhield vndoe. 
Which Artegall perceiuing, ftrooke no more, 200 
But loofing foone his fhield, did it forgoe, 
And whiles he combred was therewith fo fore. 

He gan at him let driue more fiercely then afore. 

So well he him purfew'd, that at the lafl, 
He flroke him with Chryfaor on the hed. 
That with the foufe thereof full fore aghafl, 
He flaggered to and fro in doubtfull fled. / 
Againe whiles he him faw fo ill befled, 
He did him fmite with all his might and maine. 
That falling on his mother earth he fed : 210 

Whom when he faw proflrated on the plaine, 

He lightly reft his head, to eafe him of his paine. 

Which when the people round about him faw, 
They fhouted all for ioy of his fucceffe. 
Glad to be quit from that proud Tyrants awe, 
Which with flrog powre did the long time opprefTe ; 

1. 192, ; for ,— accepted. 
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And running all with gfreedie ioyfulneffe 
To faire Irena^ at her feet did fall, 
And her adored with due humbleneffe, 
As their true Liege and Princeffe naturall; 220 

And eke her champions glorie founded ouer all. 

Who ftreight her leading with meete maieflie 
Vnto the pallace, where their kings did rayne, 
Did her therein eftablifh peaceablie, 
And to her kingdomes feat reftore agayne ; 
And all fuch perfons, as did late maintayne 
That Tyrants part, with clofe or open ayde. 
He forely punifhed with heauie payne ; 
That in fhort fpace, whiles there with her he ftayd. 

Not one was left, tfiat durft her once haue difobayd. 230 

During which time, that he did there remaine. 
His ftudie was true luflice how to deale. 
And day and night employed his bufie paine 
How to reforme that ragged common-weale : 
And that fame yron man which could reueale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realme he fent. 
To fearch out thofe, that vfd to rob and fteale, 
Or did rebell gainft lawfull gouernment ; 

On whom he did inilifl moft grieuous punifhment. 

But / ere he could reforme it thoroughly, 240 

He through occafion called was away. 
To Faerie Court, that of neceffity 
His courfe of luftice he was forft to (lay. 
And Taltis to reuoke from the right way. 
In which he was that Realme for to redreffe. 
But enuies cloud ftill dimmeth vertues ray. 
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So hauing freed Irena from diftreiTe, 
He tooke his leaue of her, there left in heauineiTe. 

Tho as he backe returned from that land, 

And there arriu'd againe, whence forth he fet, 250 

He had not paffed farre vpon the (Irand, 

When as two old ill fauour'd Hags he met, 

By the way fide being together fet. 

Two griefly creatures ; and, to that their faces 

Mod foule and filthie were, their garments yet 

Being all rag'd and tatter'd, their difgraces 

Did much the more augment, and made mod vgly cafes. 

The one of them, that elder did appeare, 

With her dull eyes did feeme to looke afkew, 

That her mif-fliape much helpt ; and her foule heare 

Hung loofe and loathfomely : Thereto her hew 261 

Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew. 

And all her bones, might through her cheekes be red ; 

Her lips were like raw lether, pale and blew. 

And as (he fpake, therewith fhe flauered ; 

Yet fpake (he feldom, but thought more, the leffe flie fed. 

Her hands were foule and durtie, neuer wafht 
In all her life, with long nayles ouer raught, 
Like puttocks clawes : with th'one of which (he fcracht 
Her curfed head, although it itched naught ; / 270 
The other held a fnake with venime fraught. 
On which (he fed, and gnawed hungrily. 
As if that long fhe had not eaten ought ; 

I. 26J, , after * ^^« '—accepted : 1. 271, * hungerfy,^ 
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That round about her iawes one might defcry 
The bloudie gore and poyfon dropping lothfomely« 

Her name was Enuie, knowen well thereby ; 
Whofe nature is to grieue, and grudge at all, 
That euer flie fees doen prayf-worthily : 
Whofe fight to her is greateft croffe, may fall, 
And vexeth fo, that makes her eat her gall. 280 

For when (he wanteth other thing to eat, 
She feedes on her owne maw vnnaturall, 
And of her owne foule entrayles makes her meat ; 

Meat fit for fuch a monfters monfterous dyeat. 

And if fhe hapt of any good to heare. 

That had to any happily betid, 

Then would fhe inly fret, and grieue, and teare 

Her flefli for felneffe, which (he inward hid : 

But if (he heard of ill, that any did, 

Or harme, that any had, then would (he make 290 

Great cheare, like one vnto a banquet bid ; 

And in anothers loffe great pleafure take. 
As (he had got thereby, and gayned a great (lake. 

The other nothing better was, then fhee ; 
Agreeing in bad will and cancred kynd, 
But in bad maner they did difagree : 
For what fo Enuie good or bad did fynd, 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mynd ; 
But this, what euer euill fhe conceiued, 
Did fpred abroad, and throw in th'open wynd. 300 
Yet this in all her words might be perceiued, (reaued. 

That all fhe fought, was mens good name to haue be- 
lt 378, : for , — accepted. 
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For / what foeuer good by any fayd, 

Or doen fhe heard, flie would ftreightwayes inuent, 

How to depraue, or flaunderoufly vpbrayd, 

Or to mifconftrue of a mans intent, 

And tume to ill the thing, that well was ment. 

Therefore (he vfed often to refort. 

To common haunts, and companies frequent, 

To hearke what any one did good report, 310 

To blot the fame with blame, or wreft in wicked 
fort 

And if that any ill fhe heard of any. 

She would it eeke, and make much worfe by telling, 
And take great ioy to publifli it to many. 
That euery matter worfe was for her melling, 
Her name was hight Detrailion^ and her dwelling 
Was neare to Enuie^ euen her neighbour next ; 
A wicked hag, and Enuy felfe excelling 
In mifchiefe : for her felfe fhe onely vext ; 

But this fame both her felfe, and others eke perplext. 

Her face was vgly, and her mouth diflort, 321 

Foming with poyfon round about her gils. 
In which her curfed tongue full fharpe and fhort 
Appeared like Afpis fling, that clofely kils. 
Or cruelly does wound, whom fo fhe wils : 
A diflaflTe in her other hand fhe had, 
Vpon the which fhe litle fpinnes, but fpils. 
And faynes to weaue falfe tales and leafings bad, 

To throw amongfl the good, which others had difprad. 

1. 323» (A//. . ^Jhon\ 
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Thefe two now had themfelues combynd in one, 330 
And linckt together gainft Sir Artegall^ 
For whom they wayted as his mortall fone, 
How they might make him into mifchiefe fall, / 
For freeing from their fnares Irena thrall : 
Bef ides vnto themfelues they gotten had 
A monfter, which the Blatant beajl men call, 
A dreadfull feend of gods and men ydrad. 

Whom they by flights allur'd, and to their purpofe lad. 

Such were thefe Hags, and so vnhandfome dreft : 
Who when they nigh approching, had efpyde 340 
Sir Artegall returned from his late queft. 
They both arofe, and at him loudly cryde. 
As it had bene two fhepheards curres, had fcryde 
A rauenous Wolfe amongft the fcattered flockes. 
And Enuie firft, as (he that firft him eyde, 
Towardes him runs, and with rude flaring lockes 

About her eares, does beat her breft:, & forhead knockes. 

Then from her mouth the gobbet flie does take, 
The which whyleare flie was fo greedily 
Deuouring, euen that halfe-gnawen fnake, 350 

And at him throwes it moft defpightfully. 
The curfed Serpent, though ftie hungrily 
Earfl chawd thereon, yet was not all fo dead. 
But that fome life remayned fecretly, 
And as he pad afore withouten ciread. 

Bit him behind, that long the marke was to be read. 

Then th'other comming neare, gan him reuile, 
And fouly rayle, with all flie could inuent ; 

1, 134, : for , substituted. 



CantXlL"] MERIE QVEENE. gi 

Saying, that he had with vn manly guile, 
And foule abufion both his honour blent, 360 

And that bright fword, the fword of luftice lent, 
Had fta)med with reprochfuU crueltie. 
In guiltleffe blood of many an innocent: 
As for GrandtartOy him with treacherie 
And traynes haulng furpriz'd, he fouly did to die. 

Thereto / the Blatant bead by them fet on 
At him began aloud to barke and bay. 
With bitter rage and fell contention, 
That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way, 
B^an to quake and tremble with difmay; 370 

And all the aire rebellowed againe. 
So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray. 
And euermore thofe hags them felues did paine. 

To fharpen him, and their owne curfed tongs did ftraine. 

And ftill among mod bitter wordes they fpake, 
Moft (hamefuU, mod vnrighteous, moft vntrew. 
That they the mildefl man aliue would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew 
To her, that fo falfe fclaunders at him threw. 
And more to make the pierce & wound more deepe, 
She with the fting, which in her vile tongue grew, 
Did fharpen them, and in frefh poyfon fteepe : 382 

Yet he paft on, and feem'd of them to take no keepe. 

But Talus hearing her fo lewdly raile, 

And fpeake fo ill of him, that well deferued, 

!• 361,, placed after first * fword* and removed after the second : also 
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Would her haue chaftiz'd with his yron flaile, 
If her Sir Artegall had not preferued, 
And him forbidden, who his head obferued. 
So much the more at him ftill did fhe fcold, 
And ftones did caft, yet he for nought would fwerue 
From his right courfe, but ftill the way did hold 391 
To Faery Court, where what him fell (hall elfe be told. / 
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FAERIE QVEENE. 

Contayning 

THE LEGEND OF S. CALIDORE. 

OR 
OF COVRTESIE. 

THe waies, through which my wearie fteps I guyde 
In this delightfull land of Faery, 
Are fo exceeding fpacious and wyde, lo 

And fprinckled with fuch fweet variety, 
Of all that pleafant is to eare or eye, 
That I nigh rauilht with rare thoughts delight, 
My tedious trauell doe forget thereby ; 
And when I gin to feele decay of might, 
It ftrength to me fupplies, & chears my dulled fpright. 

Such fecret comfort, and fuch heauenly pleafures. 
Ye facred imps, that on Parnajfo dwell, 

L I, 'Uxf: 1. •jy'curtt/u.' 
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And there the keeping haue of learnings threafures, 
Which doe all worldly riches farre excell, 20 

Into the mindes of mortall men doe well, 
And goodly fury into them infufe ; 
Guyde ye my footing, and condufl me well 
In thefe ftrange waies, where neuer foote did vfe, 
Ne none can find, but who was taught them by the Mufe;/ 

Reuele to me the facred nourfery 

Of vertue, which with you doth there remaine, 

Where it in filuer bowre does hidden ly 

From view of men, and wicked worlds difdaine. 

Since it at firft was by the Gods with paine 30 

Planted in earth, being deriu'd at furft 

From heauenly feedes of bounty foueraine, 

And by them long with carefuU labour nurft, 

Till it to ripeneffe grew, and forth to honour burft. 

Amongft them all growes not a fayrer flowre, 
Then is the bloofme of comely courtef ie, 
Which though it on a lowly ftalke doe bowre, 
Yet brancheth forth in braue nobilitie, 
And fpreds it felfe through all ciuilitie : 
Of which though prefent age doe plenteous feeme, 40 
Yet being matcht with plaine Antiquitie, 
Ye will them all but fayned fhowes efteeme, 

Which carry colours faire, that feeble eies mifdeeme. 

But in the triall of true curtefie. 

Its now fo farre from that, which then it was, 

1, 2$, ; for . — accepted : 1. 30, * Sith* 
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That it indeed is nought but forgerie, 
Fafhion'd to pleafe the eies of them, that pas, 
Which fee not perfeft things but in a glas : 
Yet is that glaffe fo gay, that it can blynd 
The wifeft fight, to thinke gold that is bras. . 50 
But vertues feat is deepe within the mynd, 
And not in outward fliows, but inward thoughts defynd. 

But where fhall I in all Antiquity 

So faire a patteme finde, where may be feene 

The goodly praife of Princely curtefie, 

As in your felfe, O foueraine Lady Queene, 

In / whofe pure minde, as in a mirrour fheene 

It fhowes, and with her brightneffe doth inflame 

The eyes of all, which thereon fixed beene ; 

But meriteth indeede an higher name : 60 

Yet fo from low to high vplifted is your fame. 

Then pardon me, mod dreaded Soueraine, 
That from your felfe I doe this vertue bring, 
And to your felfe doe it retume againe : 
So from the Ocean all riuers fpring 
And tribute backe repay as to their King. 
Right fo from you all goodly vertues well 
Into the reft, which round about you ring, 
Faire Lords and Ladies, which about you dwell, 

And doe adome your Court, where courtefies excell. 70 

L 61, ^fame* — Collier's correction of the obvious mistake of ^name* 
repeated from 1. 60. 
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OF Court it feemes, men Courtefie doe call, 
For that it there mod vfeth to abound ; 
And well befeemeth that in Princes hall 
That vertue fhould be plentifully found, 
Which of all goodly manners is the ground, lo 

And roote of ciuill conuerfation. 
Right fo in Faery court it did redound, 
Where curteous Knights and Ladies mod did won 
Of all on earth, and made a matchlefTe paragon. 

But mongft them all was none more courteous Knight, 
Then Calidore^ beloued ouer all, 
In whom it feemes, that gentleneffe of fpright 
And manners mylde were planted naturall ; 
To which he adding comely guize withall, 
And gracious fpeach, did fteale mens hearts away. 20 
Nathleffe thereto he was full flout and tall, 
And well approu'd in batteilous affray, 

That him did much renowme, and far his fame difplay. 
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Ne was there Knight, ne was there Lady found 
In Faery court, but him did deare embrace. 
For his faire vfage and conditions found, 
The which in all mens liking gayned place, 
And / with the greateft purchaft greateft grace : 
Which he could wifely vfe, and well apply, 
To pleafe the beft, and th'euill to embafe. 30 

For he loathd leafing, and bafe flattery. 

And loued fimple truth and ftedfaft honefty. 

And now he was in trauell on his way, 
Vppon an hard aduenture fore beftad, 
Whenas by chaunce he met vppon a day 
With Artegall^ returning yet halfe fad 
From his late conqueft, which he gotten had. 
Who whenas each of other had a fight, 
They knew them felues, and both their perfons rad : 
When Ccdidore thus firft ; Haile nobleft Knight 40 

Of all this day on ground, that brethen liuing fpright 

Now tell, if pleafe you, of the good fuccefle. 
Which ye haue had in your late enterprize. 
To whom Sir Artegall g^n to exprefle 
His whole exploite, and valorous emprize. 
In order as it did to him arize. 
Now happy man (fayd then Sir Calidore) 
Which haue fo goodly, as ye can denize, 
Atchieu'd fo hard a queft, as few before ; 

That fhall you mod renowmed make for euermore. 50 

But where ye ended haue, now I begin 

To tread an endlefle trace, withouten guyde, 
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Or good diredJon, how to enter in, 
Or how to iffue forth in waies vntryde, 
In perils flrange, in labours long and wide ; 
In which although good Fortune me befall, 
Yet fhall it not by none be teftifyde. 
What is that queft (quoth then Sir Artegall) 
That you into fuch perils prefently doth call ? / 

The Blattant Bead (quoth he) I doe purfew, 60 

And through the world inceiTantly doe chafe, 
Till I him ouertake, or elfe fubdew : 
Yet know I not or how, or in what place 
To find him out, yet ftill I forward trace. 
What is that Blattant Beaft ? (then he replide) 
It is a Monfter bred of hellifhe race, 
(Then anfwerd he) which often hath annoyd 

Good Knights and Ladies true, and many elfe deftroyd. 

Of Cerberus whilome he was begot. 

And fell Chintara in her darkefome den, 70 

Through fowle commixture of his filthy blot ; 

Where he was foftred long in Stygian fen. 

Till he to perfeft ripeneffe grew, and then 

Into this wicked world he forth was fent, 

To be the plague and fcourge of wretched men : 

Whom with vile tongue and venemous intent 

He fore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly torment 

Then f ince the faluage Ifland I did leaue 
Sayd Artegall^ I fuch a Bead did fee. 
The which did feeme a thoufand tongues to haue, 80 
That all in fpight and malice did agree, 

1« $5i ; for ,— accepted : L 75, * wicked^ (161 1) : 1. 9^ : for , , 
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With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee, 
As if that he att once would me deuoure. 
But I that knew my felfe from perill free, 
Did nought regard his malice nor his powre, 
But he the more his wicked poyfon forth did poure. 

That furely is that Beafl (faide Calidore) 
Which I purfue, of whom I am right glad 
To heare thefe tidings, which of none afore 
Through all my weary trauell I haue had : go 

Yet / now fome hope your words vnto me add. 
Now God you fpeed (quoth then Sir Artegall) 
And keepe your body from the daunger drad : 
For ye haue much adoe to deale withall : 

So both tooke goodly leaue, and parted feuerall. 

Sir Calidore thence trauelled not long, 

When as by chaunce a comely Squire he found. 

That thorough fome more mighty enemies wrong, 

Both hand and foote vnto a tree was bound : 

Who feeing him from farre, with piteous found 100 

Of his ihrill cries him called to his aide. 

To whom approching, in that painefull ftound 

When he him law, for no demaunds he llaide. 

But firil him lofde, and afterwards thus to him faide. 

Vnhappy Squire, what hard mifliap thee brought 
Into this bay of perill and difgrace ? 
What cmell hand thy wretched thraldome wrought. 
And thee captyued in this fhamefull place ? 
To whom he anfwerd thus ; My haplefle cafe 
Is not occafiond through my mifdefert, no 

But through miffortune, wtUch did me abafe 
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Vnto this (hame, and my young hope fubuert, 
Ere that I in her guileful! traines was well expert 

Not farre from hence, vppon yond rocky hill, 
Hard by a ftreight there (lands a caftle ftrong, 
Which doth obferue a cuftome lewd and ill, 
And it hath long mayntaind with mighty wrong : 
For may no Knight nor Lady paffe along 
That way, (and yet they needs muft paffe that way), 
By reafon of the ftreight, and rocks among, 120 
But they that Ladies lockes doe fhaue away. 

And that knights herd for toll, which they for paffage 
pay./ 

A fhamefull vfe as euer I did heare, 

Sayd Calidorey and to be ouerthrowne. 

But by what meanes did they at firft it reare. 

And for what caufe, tell if thou haue it knowne. 

Sayd then that Squire : The Lady which doth owne 

This Caftle, is by name Briana hight ; 

Then which a prouder Lady Hueth none : 

She longtime hath deare lou'd a doughty Knight, 130 
And fought to win his loue by all the meanes fhe might. 

His name is Cruder^ who through high difdaine 
And proud defpight of his felfe pleaf ing mynd, 
Refufed hath to yeeld her loue againe, 
Vntill a Mantle flie for him doe fynd. 
With beards of Knights and locks of Ladies lynd. 
Which to prouide, flie hath this Caftle dight, 
And therein hath a Senefchall affynd, 

1. 128; ; substituted for (.). 
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Cald Maleffbrt, m man <^midde 
Who executes her wicked wiU, with worfe defpigfaL 140 



He this fame day» as I diat way did come 
V/iih a faire Damzell, my beloued deare, 
In execution of her lawleflfe doome. 
Did fet vi^x)n vs flying both for feare : 
For little bootes againft him hand to reare. 
Me firft he tooke, vnhable to w*ithftond ; 
And whiles he her purfued euery where, 
Till his retume vnto this tree he bond : 

Ne wote I furely, whether her he j-et haue fond. 

Thus whiles they fpake, they heard a rueful! flirieke 150 
Of one loud crying, which they ftreight way gheft, 
That it was flie, the which for helpe did feeke. 
Tho looking vp vnto the cry to left, 
They / faw that Carle from farre, with hand vnbleft 
Hayling that mayden by the yellow heare, 
That all her garments from her fnowy breft. 
And from her head her lockes he nigh did teare, 

Ne would he fpare for pitty, nor refraine for feare. 

Which haynous fight when Calidare beheld, 

Eflfoones he loofd that Squire, and fo him left, 160 
With hearts difmay and inward dolour queld, 
For to purfue that villaine, which had reft 
That piteous fpoile by fo iniurious theft. 
Whom ouertaking, loude to him he cryde ; 
Leaue faytor quickely that mifgotten weft 

L 146, *vnabU,' 
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To him, that hath it better iuilifyde, 
And tume thee foone to him, of whom thou art defyde. 

Who hearkning to that voice, him felfe vpreard. 
And feeing him fo fiercely towardes make, 
Againft him ftoutly ran, as nought afeard, 170 

But rather more enrag'd for thofe words fake ; 
And with fteme count'naunce thus jimto him fpake. 
Art thou the caytiue, that defyeft me. 
And for this Mayd, whofe party thou doefl take, 
Wilt giue thy beard, though it but little bee ? 

Yet (hall it not her lockes for raunfome fro me free. 

With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd 

On hideous ftrokes with mofl importune might, 

That oft he made him dagger as vnftayd. 

And oft recuile to fhunne his fharpe defpight 1 80 

But Calidore, that was well (kild in fight. 

Him long forbore, and ftill his fpirite fpar'd. 

Lying in waite, how him he damadge might. 

But when he felt him fhrinke, and come to ward, 

He greater grew, and gan to driue at him more hard. / 

Like as a water ftreame, whofe fwelling fourfe 
Shall driue a Mill, within flrong bancks is pent. 
And long reftrayned of his ready courfe ; 
So foone as paflage is vnto him lent, 
Breakes forth, and makes his way more violent. 190 
Such was the fury of Sir CalidorCy 
When once he felt his foeman to relent ; 
He fiercely him purfu'd, and prefled fore. 

Who as he ftill decayd, fo he encreafed more. 
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The heauy burden of whofe dreadfull might 
When as the Carle no longer could fuftaine, 
His heart gan faint, and ftreight he tooke his flight 
Toward the Caftle, where if need conftraine, 
His hope of refuge vfed to remaine. 
Whom Calidore perceiuing faft to flie, 200 

He him purfu'd and chaced through the plaine, 
That he for dread of death gan loude to crie 

Vnto the ward, to open to him haftilie. 

They from the wall him feeing fo aghaft. 
The gate foone opened to receiue him in. 
But Calidore did follow him fo faft. 
That euen in the Porch he him did win. 
And cleft his head afunder to his chin. 
The carkarffe tumbling downe within the dore, 
Did choke the entraunce with a lumpe of fin, 210 
That it could not be fhut, whileft Calidore 

Did enter in, and flew the Porter on the flore. 

With that the reft, the which the Caftle kept, 
About him flockt, and hard at him did lay ; 
But he them all from him full lightly fwept, 
As doth a Steare, in heat of fommers day, 
With / his long taile the bryzes brufli away. 
Thence pafl*ing forth, into the hall he came. 
Whereof the Lady felfe in fad difmay 
He was ymett : who with vncomely fliame 220 

Gan him falute, and fowle vpbrayd with faulty blame. 

Falfe traytor Knight, (fayd flie) no Knight at all, 
But fcorne of armes that haft with guilty hand 

1. 209, ' carkaffe^ : I 216, , substituted for . : 1. 220, : for ,— «ccepted. 
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Murdred my men, and (laine my Senefchall ; 
Now comeft thou to' rob my houfe vnmand, 
And fpoile my felfe, that can not thee withftand ? 
Yet doubt thou not, but that fome better Knight 
Then thou, that fhall thy treafon vnderiland. 
Will it auenge, and pay thee with thy right : 
And if none do, yet fhame (hal thee with (hame requight 

Much was the Knight abafhed at that word ; 231 

Yet anfwerd thus ; Not vnto me the (hame. 
But to the fhamefuU doer it afford. 
Bloud is no blemifh ; for it is no blame 
To punifh thofe, that doe deferue the fame ; 
But they that breake bands of ciuilitie. 
And wicked cuflomes make, thofe doe defame 
Both noble armes and gentle curtefie. 

No greater fhame to man then inhumanitie. 

Then doe your felfe, for dread of fhame, forgoe 240 
This euill manner, which ye here maintaine, 
And doe in flead thereof mild curt'fie fhowe 
To all, that pafTe. That fhall you glory gaine 
More then his loue, which thus ye feeke t'obtaine. 
Wherewith all full of wrath, fhe thus replyde ; 
Vile recreant, know that I doe much difdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that doefl my loue deride. 

Who fcomes thy ydle fcoffe, and bids thee be defyde. / 

To take defiaunce at a Ladies word 

(Quoth he) I hold it no indignity ; 250 

But were he here, that would it with his fword 
Abetti perhaps he mote it deare aby. 
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Cowherd (quoth (he) were not, that thou wouldft fly, 
Ere he doe come, he (hould be foone in place. 
If I doe fo, (fayd he) then liberty 
I leaue to you, for aye me to difgrace 
With all thofe fliames, that erft ye fpake me to deface. 

With that a Dwarfe (he cald to her in hall, 
And taking from her hand a ring of gould, 
A priuy token, which betweene them pad, 260 

Bad him to flie with all the fpeed he could. 
To CrudoTy and defire him that he would 
Vouchfafe to relkue her againft a Knight, 
Who thrugh ftrog powre had now her felf in hould, 
Hauing late flaine her Senefchall in fight, 

And all her people murdred with outragious might 

The Dwarfe his way did haft, and went all night ; 
But Calidore did with her there abyde 
The comming of that fo much threatned Knight ; 
Where that difcourteous Dame with fcornfull pryde. 
And fowle entreaty him indignifyde, 270 

That yron heart it hardly could fuftaine : 
Yet he, that could his wrath full wifely guyde. 
Did well endure her womanifti difdaine. 

And did him felfe from fraile impatience refraine. 

The morrow next, before the lampe of light, 
Aboue the earth vpreard his flaming head, 
The Dwarfe, which bore that mefliage to her knight, 
Brought aunfwere backe, that ere he tafted bread, 

1. 253, * Cffwardy as before : 1, 254, * ^ * for * thou * — ^accepted : 1. 260, 
within ( ) : L 269, ; substituted for , . 
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He / would her fuccour, and aliue or dead 280 

Her foe deliuer vp into her hand : 
Therefore he wild her doe away all dread ; 
And that of him fhe mote affured (land, 
He fent to her his bafenet, as a faithfull band. 

Thereof full bl3rth the Lady ftreight became, 
And gan t'augment her bittemeffe much more : 
Yet no whit more appalled for the fame, 
Ne ought difmayed was Sir Calidore^ 
But rather did more chearefull feeme therefore. 
And hauing foone his armes about him dight, 290 
Did iffue forth, to meete his foe afore ; 
Where long he ftayed not, when as a Knight 

He fpide come pricking on with al his powre and might. 

Well weend he ftreight, that he fhould be the fame, 
Which tooke in hand her quarrell to maintaine ; 
Ne ftayd to alke if it were he by name, 
But coucht his fpeare, and ran at him amaine. 
They bene ymett in middeft of the plaine. 
With fo fell fury, and difpiteous forfe. 
That neither could the others ftroke fuftaine, 300 
But rudely rowld to ground both man and horfe, 
Neither of other taking pitty nor remorfe. 

But Calidore vprofe againe full light. 

Whiles yet his foe lay faft in fenceleffe found, 
Yet would he not him hurt, although he might : 
For fhame he weend a fleeping wight to wound. 
But when Briana faw that drery ftound. 
There where fhe ftood vppon the Caftle wall. 
She deem'd him fure to haue bene dead on ground. 
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And made fuch piteous mourning therewithal!, 310 
That from the battlements (he ready feem'd to fall. / 

Nathleffe at length him felfe he did vpreare 
In luftleiTe wife, as if againft his will, 
Ere he had flept his fill, he wakened were. 
And gan to ftretch his limbs ; which feeling ill 
Of his late fall, a while he refted ftill : 
But when he faw his foe before in vew. 
He fhooke off lufkifhneffe, and courage chill 
Kindling a frefli, gan battell to renew. 

To proue if better footethen horfebacke would enfew. 

There then began a fearefull cruell fray 321 

Betwixt them two, for mayftery of might. 
For both were wondrous pra6licke in that play. 
And paffing well expert in fingle fight, 
And both inflam'd with furious defpight : 
Which as it ftill encreaft, fo ftill increaft 
Their cruell ftrokes and terrible affright ; 
Ne once for ruth their rigour they releaft, 

Ne once to breath a while their angers tempeft ceaft. 

Thus long they traced and trauerft to and fro, 330 

And tryde all waies, how each mote entrance make 
Into the life of his malignant foe ; 
They hew'd their helmes, and plates afunder brake. 
As they had potftiares bene ; for nought mote flake 
Their greedy vengeaunces, but goary blood, 
That at the laft like to a purple lake 
Of bloudy gore congeal'd about them ftood, 

Which from their riuen fides forth guftied like a flood. 

!• 334> ^Potfhards ' (1611). 
VIII, 7 
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At length it chaunft, that both their hands on hie. 
At once did heaue, with all their powre and might, 
Thinking the vtmoft of their force to trie, 341 

And proue the finall fortune of the fight : 
But / Calidore, that was more quicke of fight, 
And nimbler handed, then his enemie, 
Preuented him before his ftroke could light, 
And on the helmet fmote him formerlie. 

That made him ftoupe to ground with meeke humilitie. 

And ere he could recouer foot againe, 
He following that faire aduantage faft, 
His ftroke redoubled with fuch might and maine. 
That him vpon the ground he groueling caft ; 351 
And leaping to him light, would haue vnlaft 
His Helme, to make vnto his vengeance way. 
Who feeing, in what daunger he was plaft, 
Cryde out, Ah mercie Sir, doe me not flay, 

But faue my life, which lot before your foot doth lay. 

With that his mortall hand a while he ftayd, 
And hauing fomewhat calm*d his wrathfuU heat 
With goodly patience, thus he to him fayd ; 
And is the boaft of that proud Ladies threat, 360 
That menaced me from the field to beat. 
Now brought to this } By this now may ye leame, 
Strangers no more fo rudely to intreat. 
But put away proud looke, and vfage fterne, 

The which flial nought to you but foule difhonor yeame. 

For nothing is more blamefull to a knight. 
That court'fie doth as well as armes profefle, 

1, 365, *^ar««r,* 
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How euer ftrong and fortunate in fight, 
Then the reproch of pride and cruelneffe. 
In vaine he feeketh others to fuppreffe, 3 70 

Who hath not learnd him felfe firft to fubdew : 
All flefh is frayle, and full of fickleneffe, 
Subieft to fortunes chance, ftill chaunging new ; 
What haps to day to me, to morrow may to you. / 

Who will not mercie vnto others (hew, 
How can he mercie euer hope to haue ? 
To pay each with his owne is right and dew. 
Yet fince ye mercie now doe need to craue, 
I will it graunt, your hopeleffe life to faue ; 
With thefe conditions, which I will propound : 380 
Firft, that ye better fhall your felfe behaue 
Vnto all errant knights, wherefo on ground ; 

Next that ye Ladies ayde in euery ftead and ftound. 

The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death, his heafts did gladly heare, 
And promift to performe his precept well. 
And whatfoeuer elfe he would requere. 
So fuffring him to rife, he made him fweare 
By his owne fword, and by the croffe thereon. 
To take Briana for his louing fere, 390 

Withouten dowre or compofition ; 

But to releafe his former foule condition. 

• 

All which accepting, and with faithfull oth 
Bynding himfelfe moft firmely to obay. 
He vp arofe, how euer liefe or lOth, 
And fwore to him true fealtie for aye. 
Then forth he cald from forrowfuU difmay 
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The fad Briana, which all this beheld : 
Who comming forth yet full of late affray, 
Sir Calidore vpcheard, and to her teld 400 

All this accord, to which he Crudor had compeld. 

Whereof (he now more glad, then fory earft. 
All ouercome with infinite affeft. 
For his exceeding courtef ie, that pearft 
Her ftubborne hart with inward deepe effeft, 
Before / his feet her felfe fhe did proieft. 
And him adoring as her Hues deare Lord, 
With all due thankes, and dutifull refpeft. 
Her felfe acknowledged bound for that accord. 

By which he had to her both life and loue reftord. 410 

So all returning to the Caftle glad. 
Mod ioyfully fhe them did entertaine, 
Where goodly glee and feafl to them flie made, 
To fhew her thankefuU mind and meaning faine, 
By all the meanes fhe mote it befl explaine : 
And after all, vnto Sir Calidore 
She freely gaue that Caflle for his paine. 
And her felfe bound to him for euermore ; 

So wondroufly now chaunged, from that fhe was afore. 

But Calidore himfelfe would not retaine 420 

Nor land nor fee, for hyre of his good deede. 
But gaue them flreight vnto that Squire againe. 
Whom from her Senefchall he lately freed, 
And to his damzell as their rightful! meed. 
For recompence of all their former wrong : 
There he remaind with them right well agreed. 
Till of his wounds he wexed hole and flrong. 

And then to his firft queft he paffed forth along. 6^2"^ 
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WHat vertue is fo fitting for a knight. 
Or for a Ladie, whom a knight (hould loue^ 
As Curtefie, to beare themfelues aright 
To all of each degree, as doth behoue ? 
For whether they be placed high aboue, i o 

Or low beneath, yet ought they well to know 
Their good, that none them rightly may reproue 
Of rudeneffe, for not yeelding what they owe : 
Grreat fldll it is fuch duties timely to bellow. 

Thereto great helpe dame Nature felfe doth lend : 
For fome fo goodly gratious are by kind, 
That euery a6lion doth them much commend. 
And in the eyes of men great liking find ; 
Which others, that haue greater (kill in mind. 
Though they enforce themfelues, cannot attaine. 20 
For euerie thing, to which one is inclined, 

L 3, : for , — accepted. 
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Doth beft become, and greateft grace doth gaine : 
Yet praife likewife deferue good thewes, enforft with 
paine. 

That well in courteous Calidore appeares, 
Whofe euery a6l and word, that he did fay. 
Was like enchantment, that through both the eares. 
And both the eyes did fteale the hart away. 
He / now againe is on his former way, 
To follow his firft queft, when as he fpyde ' 

A tall young man from thence not farre away, 30 
Fighting on foot, as well he him defcryde, 

Againft an armed knight, that did on horfebacke ryde. 

And them befide a Ladie faire he faw. 

Standing alone on foot, in foule array : 

To whom himfelfe he haftily did draw, 

To weet the caufe of fo vncomely fray, 

And to depart them, if fo be he may. 

But ere he came in place, that youth had kild 

That armed knight, that low on ground he lay ; 

Which when he faw, his hart was inly child 40 

With great amazement, & his thought with wonder 
fild. 

Him ftedfaftly he markt, and faw to bee 
A goodly youth of amiable grace. 
Yet but a flender flip, that fcarfe did fee 
Yet feuenteene yeares, but tall and faire of face 

1. 25, *^ adl and word* accepted for *a^ and deed'' of '96 :. 11. 26 7, 
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That fure he deem'd him borne of noble race. 
All in a woodmans iacket he u'as clad 
Of lincolne greene, belayd with f iluer lace ; 
And on his head an hood with aglets fprad. 
And by his fide his hunters home he hanging 50 

had. 

Bufldns he wore of coftlieft cordwayne, 
Pinckt vpon g^ld, and paled part per part, 
As then the guize was for each gentle fwayne ; 
In his right hand he held a trembling dart, 
Whofe fellow he before had fent apart ; 
And in his left he held a fliarpe borefpeare, 
With which he wont to launch the faluage hart 
Of many a Lyon, and of many a Beare 

That firfl vnto His hand in chafe did happen neare. / 

Whom Calidore a while well hauing vewed, 60 

At length befpake; what meanes this, gentle fwaine? 
Why hath thy hand too bold it felfe embrewed 
In blood of knight, the which by thee is flaine, 
By thee no knight ; which armes impugneth plaine ? 
Certes (faid he) loth were I to haue broken 
•The law of armes ; yet breake it fhould againe, 
Rather then let my felfe of wight be ftroken, 

So long as thefe two armes were able to be wroken. 

For not I him as this his Ladie here 

May witneffe well, did offer firft to wrong, 70 

Ne furely thus vnarm'd I likely were ; 
But he me firft, through pride and puiffance ftrong 
Affayld, not knowing what to armes doth long. 
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Perdie great blame, (then faid Sir Calidore) 
For armed knight a wight vnarm'd to wrong. 
But then aread, thou gentle chyld, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this ftrife and fterne vprore. 

That (hall I footh (faid he) to you declare. 
I whofe vnryper yeares are yet vnfit 
For thing of weight, or worke of greater care, 80 
Doe fpend my dayes, and bend my careleffe wit 
To faluage chace, where I thereon may hit 
In all this forreft, and wyld wooddie raine : 
Where, as this day I was enraunging it, 
I chaunft to meete this knight, who there lyes flaine, 

Together with this Ladie, paffing on the plaine. 

The knight, as ye did fee, on horfebacke was, 
And this his Ladie, (that him ill became,) 
On her faire feet by his horfe fide did pas 
Through thicke and thin, vnfit for any Dame. 90 
Yet / not content, more to increafe his fhame. 
When fo Ihe lagged, as fhe needs mote fo. 
He with his fpeare, that was to him great blame. 
Would thumpe her forward, and inforce to goe. 

Weeping to him in vaine, and making piteous woe. 

Which when I faw, as they me paffed by. 
Much was I moued in indignant mind. 
And gan to blame him for fuch cruelty 
Towards a Ladie, whom with vfage kind 
He rather (hould haue taken vp behind. lOO 

1. 93, {that . . . blame)* 
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Wherewith he wroth, and full of proud difdaine, 
Tooke in foule fccMne, that I fuch fault did find, 
And me in lieu thereof reuil'd againe, 
rhreatning to chaltize me, as doth t'a chyld pertaine. ^ 

Which I no leffe difdayning, backe returned 
His fcomefull taunts vnto his teeth againe, 
That he ftreight way with haughtie choler burned, 
And with his fpeare ftrooke me one ftroke or twaine ; 
Which I enforft to beare though to my paine, 
Cafl to requite, and with a flender dart, i lO 

Fellow of this I beare, throwne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as feemeth, vndemeath the hart, 

That through the wound his fpirit (hortly did depart. 

Much did Sir Calidore admyre his fpeach 

Tempred fo well, but more admyr'd the (Iroke 

That through the mayles had made fo ftrong a breach 

Into his hart, and had fo flemely wroke 

His wrath on him, that firft occafion broke. 

Yet refted not, but further gan inquire 

Of that fame Ladie, whether what he fpoke, 120 

Were foothly fo, and that th' vnrighteous ire 

Of her owne knight, had giuen him his owne due 
hire. / 

Of all which, when as (he could nought deny, 
But cleard that ftripling of th' imputed blame, 
Sayd then Sir Calidore ; neither will I 
Him charge with guilt, but rather doe quite clame : 



:j > 
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For what he fpake, for you he fpake it, Dame ; 
And what he did, he did him felfe to faue : (fhame. 
Againft both which that knight wrought knightleffe 
For knights and all men this by nature haue, 130 
Towards all womenkind them kindly to behaue. 

But fith that he is gone irreuocable, 
Pleafe it you Ladie, to vs to aread, 
What caufe could make him fo difhonourable, 
To driue you fo on foot vnfit to tread, 
And lackey by him, gainft all womanhead ? 
Certes Sir knight (fayd fhe) full loth I were 
To rayfe a lyuing blame againft the dead: 
But fince it me concemes, my felfe to clere, 

I will the truth difcouer, as it chaunft whylere. 140 

This day, as he and I together roade 
Vpon our way, to which we weren bent, 
We chaunft to come foreby a couert glade 
Within a wood, whereas a Ladie gent 
Sate with a knight in ioyous ioUiment, 
Of their franke loues, free from all gealous fpyes : ' 
Faire was the Ladie fure, that mote content 
An hart, not carried with too curious eyes. 

And vnto him did fliew all louely courtefyes. 

Whom when my knight did fee fo louely faire, 150 

He inly gan her louer to enuy. 
And wifh, that he part of his fpoyle might ftiare. 
Whereto when as my prefence he did fpy 
To /be a let, he bad me by and by 
For to alight : but when as I was loth. 
My loues owne part to leaue fo fuddenly, 



Cant. IL^ PAERI£ QVEENE. i6f 

He with ftrong hand down fro his fteed me throw'th, 
And with prefumpteous powre againft that knight 
ftreight go'th. 

Vnarm'd all was the knight, as then more meete 

For Ladies feruice, and for loues delight, . i6o 

Then fearing any foeman there to meete : 
Whereof he taking oddes, ftreight bids him dight 
Himfelfe to yeeld his loue, or elfe to fight. 
Whereat the other ftarting vp difmayd, 
Yet boldly anfwer'd, as he rightly might ; 
To leaue his loue he Ihould be ill apayd, 

[n which he had good right gaynft all, that it gainefayd. 

Yet fince he was not prefently in plight 
Her to defend, or his to luftifie. 
He him requefted, as he was a knight, 170 

To lend him day his better right to trie. 
Or ftay till he his armes, which were thereby. 
Might lightly fetch. But he was fierce and whot, 
Ne time would giue, nor any termes aby. 
But at him flew, and with his fpeare him fmot ; 

From which to thinke to faue himfelfe, it booted not. 

Meanewhile his Ladie, which this outrage faw, 
Whileft they together for the quarrey ftroue, 
Into the couert did her felfe withdraw, 
And clofely hid her felfe within the groue. 180 

My knight hers foone, as feemes, to daunger droue 
And left fore wounded : but when her he mift. 
He woxe halfe mad, and in that rage gan roue 

1. 172, (wkicA , , , dy): L 181, {asfeevus). 
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And range through all the wood, where fo he will 
She hidden was, and fought her fo long, as him lift. / 

But when as her he by no meanes could find, 
After long fearch and chauff, he turned backe 
Vnto the place, where me he left behind : 
There gan he me to curfe and ban, for lacke 
Of that faire bootie, and with bitter wracke 190 
To wreake on mc the guilt of his owne wrong. 
Of all which I yet glad to beare the packe, 
Stroue to appeafe him, and perfwaded long : 

But ftill his paffion grew more violent and ftrong. 

Then as it were t'auenge his wrath on mee. 
When forward we (hould fare, he flat refufed 
To take me vp (as this young man did fee) 
Vpon his fteed, for no iuft caufe accufed, 
But forft to trot on foot, and foule mifufed, 
Pounching me with the butt end. of his fpeare, 200 
In vaine complayning, to be fo abufed. 
For he regarded neither playnt nor teare, 

But more enforft my paine, the more my plaints to heare. 

So pafled we, till this young man vs met. 
And being moou'd with pittie of my plight, 
Spake, as was meet, for eafe of my regret : 
Whereof befell, what now is in your fight. 
Now fure (then faid Sir Calidore) and right 
Me feemes, that him befell by his owne fault : 
Who eiier thinkes through confidence of might, '210 

L aoo, * FUHcking* 
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Or through fupport of count'nance proud and hault 
To wrong the weaker, oft falles in his owne aflfault 

Then turning backe vnto that gentle boy, 
Which had himfelfe fo iloutly well acquit ; 
Seeing his face fo louely fleme and coy. 
And hearing th' anfweres of his pr^nant wit, 
He / prayfd it much, and much admyred it ; 
That fure he weend him borne of noble blood, 
With whom thofe graces did fo goodly fit : 
And when he long bad him beholding (lood, 220 

He burft into thefe words, as to him feemed good. 

Faire gentle fwayne, and yet as ftout as fayre, 

That in thefe woods amogft the Nymphs doft wonne, 

Which daily may to thy fweete lookes repayre, 

As they are wont vnto Latofiaes fonne, 

After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne : 

Well may I certes fuch an one thee read, 

As by thy worth thou worthily haft wonne, 

Or furely borne of fome Heroicke fead, 

That in thy face appeares and gratious goodly head. 

But (hould it not difpleafe thee it to tell ; 231 

(Vnleffe thou in thefe woods thy felfe conceale, 
For loue amongft the woodie Gods to dwell ; ) 
I would thy felfe require thee to reueale, 
For deare affeflion and vnfayned zeale. 
Which to thy noble perfonage I beare. 
And wifh thee grow in worfliip and great weale. 
For f ince the day that armes I firft did reare, 

{ neyer faw in any greater hope appeare, 
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To whom then thus the noble youth ; may be 240 

Sir knight, that by difcouering my eftate, 
Harme may arife vnweeting vnto me ; 
Natheleffe, fith ye fo courteous feemed late, 
To you I will not feare it to relate. 
Then wote ye that I am a Briton borne, 
Sonne of a King, how euer thorough fate 
Or fortune I my countrie haue forlome, (adome. / 

And loft the crowne, which fliould my head by right 

And Trijlram is my name, the onely heire 

Of good king Meliogras which did rayne 250 

In Comewale, till that he through Hues defpeire 

Vntimely dyde, before I did attaine 

Ripe yeares of reafon, my right to maintaine. 

After whofe death, his brother feeing mee 

An infant, weake a kingdome to fuftaine, 

Vpon him tooke the roiall high degree. 

And fent me, where him lift, inftrufted for to bee. 

The widow Queene my mother, which then hight 
Faire Emiline, conceiuing then great feare 
Of my fraile fafetie, refting in the might 260 

Of him, that did the kingly Scepter beare, 
Whofe gealous dread induring not a peare, 
Is wont to cut off all, that doubt may breed, 
Thought beft away me to remoue fomewhere 
Into fome forrein land, where as no need 

Of dreaded daunger might his doubtfull humor feed. 

So taking counfell of a wife man red, 

She was by him aduiz'd, to fend me quight 
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Out of the countrie wherein I was bred, 
The which the fertile Liofteffe is hight, 270 

Into the land of Faerie ^ where no wight 
Should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong. 
To whofe wife read (he hearkning, fent me ftreight 
Into this land, where I haue wond thus long, 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growen to ftature 
ftrong. 

All which my daies I haue not lewdly fpent, 
Nor fpilt the bloffome of my tender yeares 
In ydleiTe, but as was conuenient, 
Haue trayned bene with many noble feres 
In /gentle thewes, and fuch like feemely leres. 280 
Mongft which my moft delight hath alwaies been, 
To hunt the faluage chace amongfl my peres, 
Of all that raungeth in the forreft greene ; 

Of which none is to me vnknowne, that eu*r was feene. 

Ne is there hauke, which mantleth her on pearch, 
Whether high towring, or accoafting low. 
But I the meafure of her flight doe fearch. 
And all her pray, and all her diet know. 
Such be our ioyes, which in thefe forrefts grow : 
Onely the vfe of armes, which moft I ioy, 290 

And fitteth moft for noble fwayne to know, 
I haue not tafted yet, yet paft a boy, 

And being now high time thefe ftrong ioynts to imploy. 

Therefore, good Sir, fith now occaf ion fit 
Doth fall, whofe like hereafter feldome may, 

J, 269, , removed after ^countrU^ i 1. 272, . — acceptec|. 
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Let me this craue, vnworthy though of it, 
That ye will make me Squire without delay, 
That from henceforth in batteilous array 
I may beare armes, and leame to vfe them right ; 
The rather fince that fortune hath this day 300 
Giuen to me the fpoile of this dead knight, 
Thefe goodly gilden armes, which I haue won in fight. 

All which when well Sir Calidore had heard. 

Him much more now, then earft he gan admire. 
For the rare hope which in his yeares appeared, 
And thus replide ; faire chyld, the high defire 
To loue of armes, which in you doth afpire, 
I may not certes without blame denie ; 
But rather wifh, that fome more noble hire, 
(Though none more noble then is cheualrie,) 310 

I had, you to reward with greater dignitie. / 

I 

There him he caufd to kneele, and made to fweare 
Faith to his knight, and truth to Ladies all. 
And neuer to be recreant, for feare 
Of perill, or of ought that might befall : 
So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call. 
Full glad and ioyous then young Trijlram grew. 
Like as a flowre, whofe filken leaues fmall, 
Long fhut vp in the bud from heauens vew. 

At length breakes forth, and brode difplayes his fmyling 
hew. 320 

Thus when they long had treated to and fro. 
And Calidore betooke him to depart, 
Chyld Trijlram prayd, that he with him might goe 
On his adu^nture, vowing not to ftart, 
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But wayt on him in euery place and part. 
Whereat Sir Calidare did much delight, 
And greatly io/d at his fo noble hart, 
In hope he fure would proue a doughtie knight : 
Yet for the time this anfwere he to him behight. 

Glad would I furely be, thou courteous Squire, 330 
To haue thy prefence in my prefent queft, 
That mote thy kindled courage fet on fire, 
And flame forth honour in thy noble breft : 
But I am bound by vow, which I profeft 
To dread my Soueraine, when I it aflayd. 
That in atchieuement of her high beheft 
I fhould no creature ioyne vnto mine ayde, 

For thy I may not graunt, that ye fo greatly prayde. 

But fince this Ladie is all defolate. 

And needeth fafegard now vpon her way, 340 

Ye may doe well in this her needfull ftate 

To fuccour her, from daunger of difmay ; 

That / thankfull guerdon may to you repay. 

The noble ympe of fuch new feruice fayne, 

It gladly did accept, as he did fay. 

So taking courteous leaue, they parted twayne, 
And Calidore forth paffed to his former payne. 

But Trijlram then defpoyling that dead knight 
Of all thofe goodly implements of prayfe, 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire fight 350 
Of the bright mettall^ fhyning like Sunne rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thoufand wayes. 

1. 349, ^ ornaments^ 
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And after hauing them vpon him dight, 
He tooke that Ladie, and her vp did rayfe 
Vpon the deed of her owne late dead knight : 
So with her marched forth, as (he did him behight 

There to their fortune leaue we them awhile, 
And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 
Who ere he thence had traueild many a mile, 
Came to the place, whereas ye heard afore 360 

This knight, whom Trijlram flew, had wounded fore 
Another knight in his defpiteous pryde ; 
There he that knight found lying on the flore, 
With many wounds full perilous and wyde, 

That all his garments, and the grafle in vermeill dyde. 

And there befide him fate vpon the ground 
His wofull Ladie, piteoufly con^playning 
With loud laments that mod vnluckie ftound, 
And her fad felfe with carefuU hand conftrayning 
To wype his wounds, and eafe their bitter payning. 
Which forie fight when Calidore did vew 370 

With heauie eyne, from teares vneath refrayning. 
His mightie hart their mournefuU cafe can rew, 

And for their better comfort to them nigher drew. / 

Then fpeaking to the Ladie, thus he fayd : 
Ye dolefuU Dame, let not your griefe empeach 
To tell, what cruell hand hath thus arayd 
This knight vnarm'd, with fo vnknightly breach 
Of armes, that if I yet him nigh may reach, 
I may auenge him of fo foule defpight. 380 

The Ladie hearing his fo courteous fpeach, 

1. 355, : for , — accepted. 
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Gan reare her eyes as to the chearefull light, 
\jid from her fory hart few heauie words forth fight. 

in which (he fliew'd, how that difcourteous knight 
(Whom Trijlram flew) them in that ftiadow found, 
loying together in vnblam'd delight, 
And him vnarm'd, as now he lay on ground, 
Charg'd with his fpeare and mortally did wound, 
Withouten caufe, but onely her to reaue 
From him, to whom ftie was for euer bound : 390 
Yet when Ihe fled into that couert greaue. 

He her not finding, both them thus nigh dead did leaue. 

When Calidore this ruefuU ftorie had 
Well vnderftood, he gan of her demand, 
What manner wight he was, and how yclad. 
Which had this outrage wrought with wicked hand. 
She then, like as flie beft could vnderftand. 
Him thus defcrib'd, to be of ftature large, 
Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band 
Quartred athwart, and bearing in his targe 400 

A Ladie on rough wanes, row'd in a fommer barge. 

Then gan Sir Calidore to ghefle ftreightway 
By many fignes which flie defcribed had, 
That this was he, whom Trijlram earft: did flay, 
And to her faid ; Dame be no longer fad : 
For / he, that hath your Knight fo ill beftad. 
Is now him felfe in much more wretched plight ; 
Thefe eyes him faw vpon the cold earth fprad, 

1. 383, 'fiSih't: 
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The meede of his defert for that defpight, 
Which to your felfe he wrought, & to your loued knight 

Therefdre faire Lady lay afide this griefe, 41 J 

Which ye haue gathered to your gentle hart, 
For that difpleafure ; and thinke what reliefe 
Where beft deuife for this your louers fmart. 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part 
Conuay to be recur'd. She thankt him deare, 
Both for that newes he did to her impart, 
And for the courteous care, which he did beare 

Both to her loue ; and to her felfe in that fad dreary. 

Yet could fhe not deuife by any wit, 420 

How thence fhe might conuay him to fome place. 
For him to trouble fhe it thought vnfit. 
That was a flraunger to her wretched cafe ; 
And him to beare, fhe thought it thing too bafe. 
Which when as he perceiu'd, he thus befpake ; 
Faire Lady let it not you feeme difgrace. 
To beare this burden on your dainty backe ; 

My felfe will beare a part, coportion of your packe. 

So off he did his fhield, and downeward layd 

Vpon the ground, like to an hollow beare ; 430 

And powring balme, which he had long puruayd, 

Into his wounds, him vp thereon did reare. 

And twixt them both with parted paines did beare, 

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was donne. 

Thence they him carried to a Caftle neare. 

In which a worthy auncient Knight did wonne : 

Where what enfu'd^ fhall in next Canto be b^onne. / 
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CaUdore brings PrifcUla homi» 
Pur/ues the Blatant Beaft: 

Saues Serena^ whileft CaUpine 
By Turpine is oppreft. 





TRue is, that whilome that good Poet fayd, 
The gentle minde by gentle deeds is knowne. 
For man by nothing is fo well bewrayd, 
As by his manners, in which plaine is fhowne 
Of what degree and what race he is growne. i o 

For feldome feene, a trotting Stalion get 
An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne : 
So feldome feene, that one in bafeneffe fet 
Doth noble courage (hew, with curteous manners met. 

But euermore contrary hath bene tryde, 

That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ; 
As well may be in CaUdore defcryde. 
By late enfample of that courteous deed. 
Done to that wounded Knight in his great need, 
Whom on his backe he bore, till he him brought 20 
Vnto the Caftle where they had decreed. 
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There of the Knight, the which that Caftle ought, 
To make abode that night he greatly was befought. 

He was to weete a man of full ripe yeares, 
That in his youth had beene of mickle might, 
And borne great fway in armes amongft his peares : 
But now weake age had dimd his candle light. 
Yet / was he courteous ftill to euery wight, 
And loued all that did to armes incline. 
And was the father of that wounded Knight, 30 
Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine, 

And Aldus was his name, and his fonnes A Iodine. 

Who when he faw his fonne fo ill bedight. 

With bleeding wounds, brought home vpon a Beare 

By a faire Lady, and a ftraunger Knight, 

Was inly touched with compaffion deare, 

And deare aflFeftion of fo dolefull dreare, 

That he thefe words burft forth ; Ah fory boy, 

Is this the hope that to my hoary heare 

Thou brings ? aie me, is this the timely ioy, 40 

Which I expefted long, now turnd to fad annoy ? 

Such is the weakeneffe of all mortall hope ; 
So tickle is the (late of earthly things. 
That €r€ they come vnto their aymed fcope, 
They fall too fliort of our frafle reckonings, 
And bring vs bale and bitter forrowings, 
In (lead of comfort, which we (hould embrace : 
This is the ftate of Keafars and of Kings. 
'^ Let none therefore, that is in meaner place, 
Too greatly grieue at any his vnlucky cafe. 
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So well and wifely did that good old Knight 
Temper his griefe, and turned it to cheare, 
To cheare his guefts, whom he had ftayd that night, 
And make their welcome to them well appeare : 
That to Sir Calidore was eaf ie geare ; 
But that faire Lady would be cheard for nought, 
But f igh'd and forrow'd for her louer deare, 
And inly did afflift her penf iue thought, (brought. / 

With thinking to what cafe her name fhould now be 

For (he was daughter to a noble Lord, 60 

Which dwelt thereby, who fought her to afly 
To a great pere ; but (he did difaccord, 
Ne could her liking to his loue apply, 
But lou'd this frefh young Knight, who dwelt her ny, 
The lufty Aladiney though meaner borne, 
And of leffe liuelood and hability. 
Yet full of valour, the which did adorne 

His meaneffe much, & make her th'others riches fcorne. 

So hauing both found fit occaf ion, 
They met together in that luckeleffe glade ; 70 

Where that proud Knight in his prefumption 
The gentle Aladine did earft inuade. 
Being vnarm'd, and fet in fecret (hade. 
Whereof (he now bethinking, gan t'aduize. 
How great a hazard fhe at earft had made 
Of her good fame, and further gan denize. 

How fhe the blame might falue with coloured difguize. 

But Calidore with all good courtefie 
Fain'd her to frolicke, and to put away 
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The penfiue fit of her melancholie ; 80 

And that old Knight by all meanes did alTay, 
To make them both as merry as he may. 
So they the euening paft, till time of reft, 
When Calidore in feemly good array 
Vnto his bowre was brought, and there vndreft, 
Did fleepe all night through weary trauell of his queil. 

But faire Prifcilla (fo that Lady hight) 

Would to no beci, nor take no kindely fleepe, 
But by her wounded loue did watch all night, 
And all the night for bitter anguifli weepe, 90 

And / with her teares his wounds did wafti and fteepe. 
So well flie waflit them, and fo well (he watcht him, 
That of the deadly fwound, in which full deepe 
He drenched was, fhe at the length difpacht him. 

And droue away the ftound, which mortally attacht him. 

The morrow next, when day gan to vplooke. 
He alfo gan vplooke with drery eye, 
Like one that out of deadly dreame awooke : 
Where when he faw his faire Prifcilla by. 
He deepely figh'd, and groaned inwardly, 100 

To thinke of this ill ftate, in which ftie ftood. 
To which fhe for his fake had weetingly 
Now brought her felfe, and blam'd her noble blood : 

For firft, next after life, he tendered her good. 

Which flie perceiuing, did with plenteous teares 
His care more then her owne compafl"ionate, 

3- 100, */V^'A' as before. 
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Forgetful! of her owne, to minde his feares : 
So both confpiring, gan to intimate 
Each others griefe with zeale affe^lionate, 
And twixt them twaine with equall care to cad, no 
How to faue hole her hazarded eflate ; 
For which the onely helpe now left them laft 
Seem'd to be Calidore : all other helpes were paft. 

Him they 'did deeme, as fure to them he feemed, 
A courteous Knight, and full of faithfuU truft : 
Therefore to him their caufe they beft efteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing iuft. 
Earely, fo foone as Titans beames forth bruft 
Through the thicke clouds, in which they fteeped lay 
All night in darkeneffe, duld with yron ruft, 120 
Calidore rifing vp as frefli as day, 

Gan frelhly him addfeffe vnto his former way. / 

But firfl him feemed fit, that wounded Knight 
To vif ite, after this nights perillous .paffe, 
And to falute him, if he were in plight. 
And eke that Lady his faire louely laffe. 
There he him found much better then he was, 
And moued fpeach to him of things of courfe, 
The anguifh of his paine to ouerpaffe : 
Mongft which he namely did to him difcourfe, 130 

Of former dales mifhap, his forrowes wicked fourfe. 

Of which occaf ion Aldine taking hold, 

Gan breake to him the fortunes of his loue, 
And all his difaduentures to vnfold ; 
That Calidore it dearly deepe did moue. 

1. Ill, ^faliu hoW (161 1). 
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In th'end his kyndly courtefie to proue, 
He him by all the bands of loue befought, 
And as it mote a faithfull friend behoue, 
To fafe conduft his loue, and not for ought 
To leaue, till to her fathers houfe he had her brought. 

Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight, 141 

It to performe : fo after little ftay, 
That (he her felfe had to the iourney dight. 
He paffed forth with her in faire array, 
Feareleffe, who ought did thinke, or ought did fay, 
Sith his own thought he knew mod cleare from wite. 
So as they paft together on their way. 
He can deuize this counter-caft of flight. 

To giue faire colour to that Ladies caufe in fight. 

Streight to the carkafle of that Knight he went, 1 50 
The caufe of all this euill, who was flaine 
The day before by iuft auengement 
Of noble Trijlram, where it did remaine : 
There / he the necke thereof did cut in twaine. 
And tooke with him the head, the f igne of fhame. 
So forth he pafled thorough that dales paine, 
Till to that Ladies fathers houfe he came ; 

Moft penf iue man, through feare, what of his childe be- 
came. 

There he arriuing boldly, did prefent 

The fearefull Lady to her father deare, 160 

Moft perfeft pure, and guiltleffe innocent 

Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood fweare, 

L 157, ; substituted for , . ' 
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Since firft he faw her, and did free from feare 
Of a difcourteous Knight, who her had reft, 
And by outragious force away did beare : 
WitnefTe thereof he (hew'd his head there left. 
And wretched life forlome for vengement of his theft. 

Moft io3rfull man her fire was her to fee, 
And heare th'aduenture of her late mifchaunce ; 
And thoufand thankes to Calidore for fee 170 

Of his large paines in her deliueraunce 
Did yeeld; Ne leffe the Lady did aduaunce. 
Thus hauing her reftored tniftily. 
As he had vow'd, fome fmall continuaunce 
He there did make, and then moft carefully 

Vnto his firft exploite he did him felfe apply.* 

So as he was purfuing of his queft 

He chaunft to come whereas a iolly Knight, 

In couert fliade him felfe did fafely reft, 

To folace with his L»ady in delight : 180 

His warlike armes he had from him vndight ; 

For that him felfe he thought from daunger free, 

And far from enuious eyes that mote him fpight. 

And eke the Lady was full faire to fee. 

And courteous withall, becomming her degree. / 

To whom Sir Calidore approaching nye. 
Ere they were well aware of lining wight, 
Them much abaftit, but more him felfe thereby. 
That he fo rudely did vppon them light, 
And troubled had their quiet loues delight. 190 

Yet fince it was his fortune, not his fault, 
Him felfe thereof he laboured to acquite. 



/ 
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And pardon crau'd for his fo rafh aflault, 
That he gainft courtef ie fo fowly did default 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 

He foone allayd that Knights conceiu'd difpleafure, 
That he befought him downe by him to fit, 
That they mote treat of things abrode at leafure ; 
And of aduentures, which had in his meafure 
Of fo long waies to him befallen late. 200 

So downe he fate, and with delightfull pleafure 
His long aduentures gan to him relate, 

Which he endured had through daungerous debate. 

Of which whileft they difcourfed both together, 
The faire Serena (fo his Lady hight) 
Allur'd with myldneffe of the gentle wether. 
And pleafaunce of the place, the which was dight 
With diuers flowres diftin6l with rare delight ; 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wauering luft after her wandring fight, 210 
To make a garland to adorne her hed, 

Without fufpeft of ill or daungers hidden dred. 

• 

All fodainely out of the forreft nere 

The Blatant Beajl forth rufliing vnaware. 
Caught her thus loofely wandring here and there, 
And in his wide great mouth away her bare. 
Crying / aloud to (hew her fad misfare 
Vnto the Knights, and calling oft for ayde ; 
Who with the horrour of her hapleffe care 

1. 193, *fl^«//*— Collier's correction of the obvious error of ^ default 
twice in '96 and 1609 : 1. 217, *m vaine* after * tthud' : 1. 218, ; for r" 
accepted. 
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Haflily darting vp, like men difmayde, 220 

Ran after fail, to refkue the diftreflfed mayde. 

The Beaft with their purfuit incited more, 
Into the wood was bearing her apace 
For to haue fpoyled her, when Calidore 
Who was more light of foote and fwift in chace, 
Him ouertooke in middefl of his race : 
And fiercely charging him with all his might, 
Forft to forgoe his pray there in the place. 
And to betake him felfe to fearefuU flight ; 

For he durft not abide with Calidore to fight. 230 

Who natheleffe, when he the Lady faw 

There left on ground, though in full euill plight. 
Yet knowing that her Knight now neare did draw, 
Staide not to fuccour her in that affright. 
But followed faft the Monfter in his flight : 
Through woods and hils he followed him fo faft, 
That he nould let him breath nor gather fpright. 
But forft him gape and gafpe, with dread aghaft. 

As if his lungs and lites were nigh a funder braft. 

And now by this Sir Calepine (fo hight) 240 

Came to the place, where he his Lady found 
In dolorous difmay and deadly plight. 
All in gore bloud there tumbled on the ground, 
Hauing both fides through grypt with griefly wound. 
His weapons foone from him he threw away. 
And ftouping downe to her in drery fwound, 

!• 220, , — accepted : 1. 237, ^n^ouW 
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Vprear*d her from the ground, whereon (he lay, 
And in his tender armes her forced vp to Hay. / 

So well he did his buf ie paines apply, 

That the faint fprite he did reuoke againe, 250 

To her fraile manfion of mortality. 

Then vp he tooke her twixt his armes twaine. 

And fetting on his fteede, her did fuftaine 

With carefull hands foft footing her bef ide, 

Till to fome place of reft they mote attaine. 

Where fhe in fafe affuraunce mote abide. 

Till (he recured were of thofe her woundes wide. 

Now when as Phoebus with his fiery waine 
Vnto his Inne began to draw apace ; 
Tho wexing weary of that toylefome paine, 260 
In trauelling on foote fo long a fpace. 
Not wont on foote with heauy arms to trace, 
Downe in a dale forby a riuers fyde, 
He chaunft to fpie a faire and ftately place. 
To which he meant his weary fteps to guyde, 

In hope there for his loue fome fuccour to prouyde. 

But comming to the riuers fide, he found 
That hardly paffable on foote it was : 
Therefore there ftill he ftood as in a ftound, 
Ne wift which way he through the foord mote pas. 
Thus whileft he was in this diftreffed cafe, 271 

Deuif ing what to doe, he nigh efpyde 
An armed Knight approaching to the place, 

1. 254, *y^/w/ir>f^*— obvious correction of ^foftingfooV of '96 and 1609 
from 1679. 
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With a faire Lady Hncked by his fyde, 
The which themfelues prepard thorough the foord to ride. 

Whom Calepine faluting (as became) 
Befought of courtefie in that his neede, 
For fafe conducing of his f ickely Dame, 
Through that fame perillous foord with better heede, 
To / take him vp behinde vpon his fteed : 280 

To whom that other did this taunt returne. 
Perdy thou peafant Knight, mightft rightly reed 
Me then to be full bafe and euill borne, 
I would beare behinde a burden of fuch fcorne. 



But as thou haft thy fteed forlorne with ftiame, 
So fare on foote till thou another gayne. 
And let thy Lady likewife doe the fame, 
Or beare her on thy backe with pleafing payne. 
And proue thy manhood on the billowes vayne. 
With which rude fpeach his Lady much difpleafed. 
Did him reproue, yet could him not reftrayne, 291 
And would on her owne Palfrey him haue eafed. 
For pitty of his Dame, whom fhe faw fo difeafed. 

Sir Calepine her thanckt, yet inly wroth 
Againft her Knight, her gentleneffe refufed. 
And carelefly into the riuer goth. 
As in defpight to be fo fowle abufed 
Of a rude churle, whom often he accufed 
Of fowle difcourtef ie, vnfit for Knight ; 
And ftrongly wading through the wanes vnufed, 300 

!• 275, ^thorough' (\(3io^ — accepted for *• through' % 11. 278-9 within 
( ) : 1. 2$o, : for , — accepted : 1. 299, ; accepted, and so 1. 30^. 
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With fpeare in th'one hand, ftayd him felf vpright, 
With th'other llaide his Lady vp with fleddy might. 

And all the while, that fame difcourteous Knight, 
, Stood on the further bancke beholding him ; 
At whofe calamity, for more defpight 
He laught, and mockt to fee him like to fwim. 
But when as Calepine came to the brim. 
And faw his carriage paft that perill well, * 
Looking at that fame Carle with countenance grim, 
His heart with vengeaunce inwardly did fwell, 310 
And forth at lad did breake in fpeaches fharpe and fell./ 

Vnknightly Knight, the blemifh of that name, 
And blot of all that armes vppon them take, 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe I defie thee, and here challenge make. 
That thou for euer doe thofe armes forfake ; 
And be for euer held a recreant Knight, 
Vnleffe thou dare for thy deare Ladies fake. 
And for thine owne defence on foote alight. 

To iuflifie thy fault gainft me in equall fight 320 

The daflard, that did heare him felfe defyde, 
Seem'd not to weigh his threatfull words at all, 
But laught them out, as if his greater pryde. 
Did fcome the challenge of fo bafe a thrall : 
Or had no courage, or elfe had no gall. 
So much the more was Calepine offended. 
That him to no reuenge he forth could call, 

1. J14, * Whifh^—'Dt. Morris mistakenly says *^ reads ^thoi^ here. 
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But both his challenge and himfelfe contemned 
Ne cared as a coward fo to be condemned. 



But he nought weighing what he fayd or did, 330 

Turned his fteede about another way, 

And with his Lady to the Caftle rid, 

Where was his won ; ne did the other flay, 

But after went dire£Uy as he may, 

For his f icke charge fome harbour there to feeke ; 

Where he arriuing with the fall of day. 

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers meeke, 
And myld entreaty, lodging did for her befeeke. 

But the rude Porter, that no manners had, 

Did (hut the gate againft him in his face, 340 

And entraunce boldly vnto him forbad. 
Natheleffe the Knight now in fo needy cafe, 
Gan / him entreat euen with fubmifTion bafe. 
And humbly praid to let them in that night : 
Who to him aunfwer'd, that there was no place 
Of lodging fit for any errant Knight, 

Vnleffe that with his Lord he formerly did fight. 

Full loth am I (quoth he) as now at earft. 
When day is fpent, and reft vs needeth moft. 
And that this Lady, both whofe fides are pearft 350 
With wounds, is ready to forgo the ghoft : 
Ne would I gladly combate with mine hoft. 
That (hould to me fuch curtefie afford, 
Vnleffe that I were thereunto enforft. 

1* 33^9 > accepted ; and so 1. 339. 
VIII. O 
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But yet aread to me, how hight thy Lord, 
That doth thus ftrongly ward the Caftle of the ford. 

His name (quoth he) if that thou lift to leame, 
Is hight Sir Ttirpine^ one of mickle might, 
And manhood rare, but terrible and ftearne 
In all aflaies to euery errant Knight, 360 

Becaufe of one, that wrought him fowle defpight 
111 feemes (fayd he) if he fo valiaunt be, 
That he (hould be fo fteme to ftranger wight ; 
For feldome yet did liuing creature fee. 

That curtef ie and manhood euer difagree. 

But go thy waies to him, and fro me fay. 
That here is at his gate an errant Knight, 
That houfe-rome craues, yet would be loth t'affay 
The proofe of battell, now in doubtfull night, 
Or curtef ie with rudeneffe to requite : 37 

Yet if he needes will fight, craue leaue till mome, 
And tell with all, the lamentable plight. 
In which this Lady languifheth forlome. 

That pitty craues, as he of woman was yborne. / 

The groome went ftreight way in, and to his Lord 
Declared the meffage, which that Knight did moue ; 
Who fitting with his Lady then at bord. 
Not onely did not his demaund reproue. 
But both himfelfe reuird, and eke his loue ; 
Albe his Lady, that Blandina hight, 3? 

Him of vngentle vfage did approue 

1, 372, (wUhall) : 1. 381, * reprove,' See Glossary, s»v, * approue** 
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And earaeftly entreated that they might 
Finde fauour to be lodged there for that fame night. 

Yet would he not perfwaded be for ought, 
Ne from his currifh will awhit reclame. 
Which anfwer when the groome returning, brought 
To Calepine, his heart did inly flame 
With wrathfuU fury for fo foule a ftiame, 
That he could not thereof auenged bee : 
But moft for pitty of his deareft Dame, 3 90 

Whom now in deadly daunger he did fee ; 

Yet had no meanes to comfort, nor procure her glee. 

But all in vaine ; for why, no remedy 
He faw, the prefent mifchiefe to redreffe, 
But thVtmoft end perforce for to aby. 
Which that nights fortune would for him addrefle. 
So downe he tooke his Lady in diftreffe. 
And layd her vnderneath a bufli to fleepe, 
Couer'd with cold, and wrapt in wretchedneffe. 
Whiles he him felfe all night did nought but weepe, 

And wary watch about her for her fafegard keepe. 401 

The morrow next, fo foone as ioyous day 
Did (hew it felfe in funny beames bedight, 
Serena full of dolorous difmay, 
Twixt darkeneffe dread, and hope of liuing light, 
Vpre^'d / her head to fee that chearefuU fight. 
Then Calepine^ how euer inly wroth, 
And greedy to auenge that vile defpight. 
Yet for the feeble Ladies fake, full loth 409 

To make there lenger ftay, forth on his iourney goth. 
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He goth on foote all armed by her fide, 
Vpftaying ftill her felfe vppon her fteede, 
Being vnhable elfe alone to ride ; 
So fore her fides, fo much her wounds did bleede : 
Till that at length, in his extreameft neede, 
He chaunft far off an armed Knight to fpy, 
Purfuing him apace with greedy fpeede, 
Whom well he wift to be fome enemy, 

That meant to make aduantage of his mifery. 

Wherefore he ftayd, till that he nearer drew, 420 

To weet what iffue would thereof betyde, 
Tho whenas he approched nigh in vew, 
By certaine f ignes he plainely him defcryde. 
To be the man, that with fuch fcornefull pryde 
Had him abufde, and fhamed yefterday ; 
Therefore mifdoubting, leaft he fhould mifguyde 
His former malice to fome new affay, 

He caft to keepe him felfe fo fafely as he may. 

By this the other came in place likewife. 

And couching clofe his fpeare and all his powre, 430 

As bent to fome malicious enterprife. 

He bad him (land, t'abide the bitter ftoure 

Of his fore vengeaunce, or to make auoure 

Of the lewd words and deedes, which he had done : 

With that ran at him, as he would deuoure 

His life attonce ; who nought could do, but (hun 

The perill of his pride, or elfe be ouerrun. / 

Yet he him ftill purfew'd from place to place. 
With full intent him cruelly to kill ; 

1. 430, * and air — Dr. Morris queries *with a//,* 
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And like a wilde goate round about did chace, 440 
Flying the fury of his bloudy will. 
But his beft fuccour and refuge was dill 
Behinde his Ladies backe ; who to him cryde, 
And called oft with prayers loud and fhrill, 
As euer he to Lady was affyde, 
To fpare her Knight, and reft with reafon pacifyde. 

But he the more thereby enraged was, 

And with more eager felneffe him purfew'd : 

So that at length, after long weary chace, 

Hauing by chaunce a clofe aduantage vew'd, 450 

He ouer raught him, hauing long efchew'd 

His violence in vaine, and with his fpere 

Strooke through his fhoulder, that the blood enfew'd 

In great aboundance, as a well it were, 

That forth out of an hill frefh gufhing did appere. 

Yet ceaft he not for all that cruell wound, 
But chafte him ftill, fpr all his Ladies cry ; 
Not fatisfyde till on the fatall ground 
He faw his life powrd forth difpiteoufly : 
The which was certes in great ieopardy, 460 

Had not a wondrous chaunce his refkue wrought, 
And faued from his cruell villany. 
Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought : 

That in another Canto ftiall to end be brought. 

1. 439, } for ,— accepted ; and so 11. 443, 458 : 1. 448, : for ,— accepted, 
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Cant. I nil. 

^A^ ^A^ ^^ ^- ^- ^A^ ^if- ^- ^^ ^^ ^^ ^- ^- ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ i^ ^■ 

CaJepint by afaiuage man 

from Turpine rejkewed is ; 
And whyleji an Infatttfrom a Beare 

hefaues^ his loue doth mijfe. 




Like as a fhip with dreadfiill ftorme long toft, 
Hauing fpent all her maftes and her ground-hold 
Now farre from harbour likely to be loft, 
At laft fome fiflier barke doth neare behold, 
That giueth comfort to her courage cold. i 

Such was the ftate of this moft courteous knight 
Being oppreffed by that faytour bold. 
That he remayned in moft perilous plight, 
And his fad Ladie left in pitifull affright. 

Till that by fortune, paffing all forefight, 

A faluage man, which in thofe woods did wonne, 
Drawne with that Ladies loud and piteous fhright. 
Toward the fame inceffantly did ronne, 
To vnderftand what there was to be donne. 
There he this moft difcourteous.crauen found, 2 
As fiercely yet, as when he firft begonne, 

, 1. 3> ; for , — accepted. 
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Chafing the gentle Calepine around, 
Ne fparing him the more for all his grieuous wound. 

The faluage man, that neuer till this houre 
Did tafte of pittie, neither gentleffe knew. 
Seeing his (harpe afTault and cruell ftoure 
Was much emmoued at his perils vew, / 
That euen his ruder hart began to rew. 
And feele compaffion of his euill plight 
Againft his foe, that did him fo purfew : 30 

From whom he meant to free him, if he might, 

And him auenge of that fo villenous defpight. 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 
Ne knew the vfe of warlike inftruments, 
Saue fuch as fudden rage him lent to fmite, 
But naked without needfuU veftiments. 
To clad his corpfe with meete habiliments, 
He cared not for dint of fword nor fpeere. 
No more then for the ftroke of ftrawes or bents : 
For from his mothers wombe, which him did beare 

He was invulnerable made by Magicke leare. 41 

He flayed not t'aduize, which way were beft 
His foe t'affayle, or how himfelfe to gard, 
But with fierce fury and with force infeft 
Vpon him ran ; who being well prepard. 
His firft afTault full warily did ward. 
And with the pufh of his fharp-pointed fpeare 
Full on the breaft him ftrooke, fo ftrong and hard. 
That forft him backe recoyle, and reele areare ; 

Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud appeare. 50 

1» J0> ,— accepted, 
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With that the wyld man more enraged grew, 
Like to a Tygre that hath mift his pray, 
And with mad mood againe vpon him flew, 
Regarding neither fpeare, that mote him flay, 
Nor his fierce fteed, that mote him much difmay. 
The faluage nation doth all dread defpize : 
Tho on his fliield he griple hold did lay. 
And held the fame fo hard, that by no wize 

He could him force to loofe, or leaue his enterprize. 

Long / did he wreft and wring it to and fro, 60 

And euery way did try, but all in vaine : 
For he would not his greedie grype forgoe. 
But hayld and puld with all his might and maine. 
That from his fteed him nigh he drew againe. 
Who hauing now no vfe of his long fpeare. 
So nigh at hand, nor force his fliield to ftraine, 
Both fpeare and fliield, as things that needlefle were, 

He quite forfooke, and fled himfelfe away for feare. 

But after him the wyld man ran apace 

And him purfewed with importune fpeed, 70 

(For he was fwift as any Bucke in chace) 

And had he not in his extreameft need. 

Bene helped through the fwiftnefle of his fl^ed. 

He had him ouertaken in his flight. ^ 

Who euer, as he faw him nigh fucceed, 

Gan cry aloud with horrible aff'right, 

And flirieked out ; a thing vncomely for a knight. 

But when the Saluage faw his labour vaine. 
In following of him, that fled fo faft, 

1. 6j, ^hoTd'-. 1. 77, ; for ,— accepted. 
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He wearie woxe, and backe return'd againe 80 

With fpeede vnto the place, whereas he lad 
Had left that couple, nere their vtmoft cad. 
There he that knight full forely bleeding found 
And eke the Ladie fearefully aghaft, 
Both for the perill of the prefent ftound, 
A.nd alfo for the fharpnefTe of her rankling wound. 

For though fhe were right glad, fo rid to bee 
From that vile lozell, which her late offended. 
Yet now no leffe encombrance fhe did fee, 
And perill by this faluage man pretended ; / 90 

Gainft whom (he faw no meanes to be defended. 
By reafon that her knight was wounded fore. 
Therefore her felfe fhe wholy recommended 
To Gods fole grace, whom fhe did oft implore, 

To fend her fuccour, being of all hope forlore. 

But the wyld man, contrarie to her feare. 
Came to her creeping like a fawning hound. 
And by rude tokens made to her appeare 
His deepe compaffion of her dolefull flound, 
Kiffing his hands, and crouching to the ground; lOO 
For other language had he none nor fpeach. 
But a foft murmure, and confufed found 
Of fenfeleffe words, which nature did him teach, 

T'expreffe his paffions, which his reafon did empeach. 

And comming likewife to the wounded knight. 
When he beheld the flreames of purple blood 
Yet flowing frefh, as moued with the fight, 
He made great mone after his faluage mood : 

It 108, : for y — accepted. 
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And running ftreight into the thickeft wood, 
A certaine herbe from thence vnto him broughti no 
Whofe vertue he by vfe well vnderftood : 
The iuyce whereof into his wound he wrought, 
And (lopt the bleeding ftraight, ere he it ftaunched 
thought 

Then taking vp that Recreants fliield and fpeare, 
Which earft he left, he f ignes vnto them made, 
With him to wend vnto his wonning neare : 
To which he eafily did them perfwade, 
Farre in the forreft by a hollow glade, 
Couered with moffie (hrubs, which fpredding brode 
Did vndemeath them make a gloomy fhade ; 120 
There foot of lining creature neuer trode, 

Ne fcarfe wyld beafts durft come, there was this wights 
abode. 

Thether / he brought thefe vnacquainted guefts ; 
To whom faire femblance, as he could, he (hewed 
By fig^es, by lookes, and all his other gefts. 
But the bare ground, with hoarie moffe beftrowed, 
Muft be their bed ; their pillow was vnfowed, 
And the frutes of the forreft was their feaft : 
For their bad Stuard neither ploughed nor fowed, 
Ne fed on flefli, ne euer of wyld beaft 130 

Did tafte the bloud, obaying natures firft beheaft. 

Yet howfoeuer bafe and meane it were, 

They tooke it well, and thanked God for all, 

1. 117, (.)— accepted : 1. 121, ' Where*\ ib., Uroade' : 1. 123, * Tkiihffr'\ 
1. 127, ; for , — accepted* 



^ant rni.^ FAERIB QVBENE. 139 

Which had them freed from that deadly feare, 
And fau'd from being to that caytiue thrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were themfelues a while to reft, 
Glad of that eafement, though it were but fmall ; 
That hauing there their wounds a while redreft, 
They mote the abler be to paffe vnto the reft. 140 

During which time, that wyld man did apply 
His beft endeuour, and his daily paine. 
In feeking all the woods both farre and nye 
For herbes to dreffe their wounds ; ftill feeming faine 
When ought he did, that did their lyking gaine. 
So as ere long he had that knightes wound 
Recured well, and made him whole againe : 
But that fame Ladies hurts no herbe he found. 

Which could redreffe, for it was inwardly vnfound. 

Now when as Calepine was woxen ftrong, 150 

Vpon a day he caft abrode to wend, 
To take the ayre, and heare the thrufhes fong, 
Vnarm'd, as fearing neither foe nor frend, / 
And without fword his perfon to defend. 
There him befell, vnlooked for before, 
An hard aduenture with vnhappie end ; 
A cruell Beare, the which an infant bore 

Betwixt his bloodie iawes, befprinckled all with gore. 

The litle babe did loudly fcrike and fquall, 

And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill, 160 

1, 135, *cai^e': 1. li^, *Aufi*i 1. 156, ; for,— accepted: L 159, ^ /cricked 
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As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 
To CaUpine^ whofe eares thofe fhrieches fhrill 
Percing his hart with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him, he ran with zealous hade, 
To refcue th' infant, ere he did him kill : 
Whom though he faw now fomewhat ouerpaft, 
Yet by the cry he followed, and purfewed fall. 

Well then him chaunft his heauy armes to want, 
Whofe burden mote empeach his needfuU fpeed, 
And hinder him from libertie to pant : 170 

For hauing long time, as his daily weed, 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need, 
Now wanting them he felt himfelfe fo light. 
That like an Hauke, which feeling her felfe freed 
From bels and ieffes, which did let her flight. 

Him feem'd his feet did fly, and in their fpeed delight. 

So well he fped him, that the wearie Beare 
Ere long he ouertooke, and forft to fl:ay. 
And without weapon him aflayling neare, 
Compeld him foone the fpoyle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the beafl: enrag'd to loofe his pray, 181 
Vpon him turned, and with greedie force 
And furie, to be crofled in his way, 
Gaping full wyde, did thinke without remorfe 

To be aueng'd on him, and to deuoure his corfe. 

But / the bold knight no whit thereat difmayd, 
But catching vp in hand a ragged fl:one, 

1. 181, 'prey; 
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Which lay thereby (fo fortune him did ayde) 
Vpon him ran, and thruft it all attone 
Into his gaping throte, that made him grone 190 
And gafpe for breath, that he nigh choked was, 
Being vnable to digeft that bone ; 
Ne could it vpward come, nor downward paffe, 
Nfe could he brooke the coldneffe of the ftony mafle. 

(Vhom when as he thus combred did behold, 
Stryuing in vaine that nigh his bowels brail, 
He with him clofd, and laying mightie hold 
Vpon his throte, did gripe his gorge fo fail. 
That wanting breath, him downe to ground he caft ; 
And then oppreffing him with vrgent paine, 200 
Ere long enforft to breath his vtmoft blafl, 
Gnafhing his cruell teeth at him in vaine, 

And threatning his fliarpe clawes, now wanting powre 
to ftraine. 

Then tooke he vp betwixt his armes twaine 
The litle babe, fweet relickes of his pray ; 
Whom pitying to heare fo fore complaine, 
From his foft eyes the teares he wypt away. 
And from his face the filth that did it ray : 
And euery litle limbe he fearcht around, 
And euery part, that vnder fweathbands lay, 210 
Leafl that the beads fliarpe teeth had any wound 
Made in his tender flefli ; but whole them all he found. 

So hauing all his bands againe vptyde, 
He with him thought backe to returne againe : 

1. 208, : for , — accepted ; and so 1. 212. 
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But when he lookt about on euery fyde, 
To weet which way were bed to entertaine, / 
To bring him to the place, where he would faine, 
He could no path nor tradl of foot defcry, 
Ne by inquirie leame, nor gheffe by ayme. 
For nought but woods and forrefts farre and nye, 
That all about did clofe the compafTe of his eye. 221 

Much was he then encombred, ne could tell 

Which way to take : now Weft he went a while. 
Then North ; then neither, but as fortune fell. 
So vp and downe he wandred many a mile. 
With wearie trauell and vncertaine toile, 
Yet nought the nearer to his iourneys end ; 
And euermore his louely litle fpoile 
Crying for food, did greatly him offend. 

So all that day in wandring vainely he did fpend. 230 

At laft about the fetting of the Sunne, 
Him felfe out of the foreft he did wynd. 
And by good fortune the plaine champion wonne : 
Where looking all about, where he mote fynd 
Some place of fuccour to content his mynd. 
At length he heard vnder the forrefts fyde 
A voice, that feemed of fome woman kynd, 
Which to her felfe lamenting loudly cryde, 

And oft complayn'd of fate, and Fortune oft defyde. 

To whom approching, when as fhe perceiued 240 

A ftranger wight in place, her plaint (he ftayd, 

1. 239, capital F — accepted. 
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As if flie doubted to haue bene deceiued, 
Or loth to let her forrowes be bewrayd. 
Whom when as Calepine faw fo difmayd, 
He to her drew, and with faire blandifliment 
Her chearing vp, thus gently to her fayd ; 
What be you wofull Dame, which thus lament, 
And for what caufe declare, fo mote ye not repent ? 

To / whom (he thus ; what need me Sir to tell, 
That which your felfe haue erft ared fo right ? 250 
A wofull dame ye haue me termed well ; 
So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redreffed be by lining wight. 
Nathleffe (quoth he) if need doe not you bynd. 
Doe it difclofe, to eafe your g^rieued fpright : 
Oftimes it haps, that forrowes of the mynd 

Find remedie vnfought, which feeking cannot fynd. 

Then thus began the lamentable Dame ; 

Sith then ye needs will know the griefe I hoord, 
I am thVnfortunate Matilde by name, 2 60 

The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquer'd by his fword 
From a great Gyant, called Carmoraunt ; 
Whom he did ouerthrow by yonder foord, 
And in three battailes did fo deadly daunt. 

That he dare not retume for all his daily vaunt 

So is my Lord now feiz'd of all the land. 
As in his fee, with peaceable eflate. 
And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 
Ne any dares with him for it debate. 270 

1. 248, ? added, not after 1. 247 as in 1609 : 1. 249, ; for , — accfpted. 



144 ^^-^ ^^- 600KE Of THE iCant Hit, 

But to thefe happie fortunes, cruell Fate 
Hath ioyn'd one euill, which doth ouerthrow 
All thefe our ioyes, and all our bliffe abate ; 
And like in time to further ill to grow, 
And all this land with endleffe loffe to ouerflow. 

For th'heauens enuying our profperitie, 

Haue not vouchfaft to graunt vnto vs twaine 

The gladfull bleff ing of pofteritie, 

Which we might fee after our felues remaine / 

In th'heritage of our vnhappie paine : 280 

So that for want of heires it to defend, 

All is in time like to returne againe 

To that foule feend, who dayly doth attend 

To leape into the fame after our Hues end. 

But mod my Lord is grieued herewithall, 

And makes exceeding mone, when he does thinke 

That all this land vnto his foe fhall fall, 

For which he long in vaine did fweat and fwinke, 

That now the fame he greatly doth forthinke. 

Yet was it fayd, there (hould to him a fonne 290 

Be gotten^ not begotten^ which fhould drinke 

And dry vp all the water, which doth ronne 

In the next brooke, by who that feend fhold be fordonne. 

Well hop't he then, when this was prophefide. 
That from his fides fome noble chyld (hould rize, 
The which through fame fhould farre be magnifide, 
And this proud gyant fhould with braue emprize 

1. 271, capital F accepted : 1. 272, * ouerthow* in '96 : 1. 280, * of our 
vnhappie paine^ and so 1609, 1611, etc. Church suggested ^ofthisoior 
happie paine,* 
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Quite ouerdirow, who now ginnes to defpize 
The good Sir Bruin^ growing farre in yeares ; 
Who thinkes from me his forrow all doth rize. 3 00 
Lo this my caufe of griefe to you appeares ; 
For which I thus doe moume, and poure forth ceafelefle 
teares. 

kVhich when he heard, he inly touched was 

With tender ruth for her vnworthy griefe : 

And when he had deuized of her cafe, 

He gan in mind conceiue a fit reliefe 

For all her paine, if pleafe her make the priefe. 

And hauing cheared her, thus faid ; faire Dame, 

In euils, counfell is the comfort chiefe ; 

Which though I be not wife enough to frame, 310 
Tet as I well it meane, vouchfafe it without blame. 

f /that the caufe of this your languifhment 
Be lacke of children ; to fupply your place, 
Lo how good fortune doth to you prefent 
This litle babe, o fweete and louely face, 
And fpotleffe fpirit, in which ye may enchace 
What euer formes ye lift thereto apply, 
Being now foft and fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye lift him traine in cheualry, 

)r nourfle vp in lore of leam'd Philofophy. 320 

Vnd certes it hath oftentimes bene feene. 
That of the like, whofe linage was vnknowne, 

I 304, : for , — accepted : 1. 309, , after ' euils ' and ; (for : of 1609) 
fter ' chiife * and , of '96 : 1. 313, ; after < children * for ,— put after ^placi ' 
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More braue and noble knights haue rayfed beene, 
As their viftorious deedes haue often (howen, 
Being with fame through many Nations blowen, 
Then thofe, which haue bene dandled in the lap. 
Therefore fome thought, that thofe braue imps were 
Here by the Gods, and fed with heauenly fap, (fowei^. 
That made them grow fo high t'all honorable hap. 

The Ladie, hearkning to his fenfefuU fpeach, 33 

Found nothing that he faid, vnmeet nor geafon, 
Hauing oft feene it tryde, as he did teach. 
Therefore inclyning to his goodly reafon, 
Agreeing well both with the place and feafon^ 
She gladly did of that fame babe accept, 
As of her owne by Huerey and feifin ; 
And hauing ouer it a litle wept, 

She bore it thence, and euer as her owne it kept 

Right glad was Calepine to be fo rid 

Of his young charge, whereof he fkilled nought : 340 

Ne (he leffe glad ; for (he fo wifely did, 

And with her hu(band vnder hand fo wrought, / 

That when that infant vnto him (he brought. 

She made him thinke it furely was his owne. 

And it in goodly thewes fo well vpbrought. 

That it became a famous knight well knowne, ((howne. 

And did right noble deedes, the which elfwhere are 

But Calepine^ now being left alone 

Vnder the greenewoods fide in forie plight, 

U. 324-5 within ( ) : L 330^ , after ^ LadU —accepted; and 1. 3^t 
; for , : 1. 346, , added after ' kmmme^* 
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Withouten armes or fteede to ride vpon, 350 

Or houfe to hide his head from heauens fpight, 
Albe that Dame by all the meanes fhe might, 
Him oft defired home with her to wend, 
And offred him, his courtefie to requite, 
Both horfe and armes, and what fo elfe to lend ; 
Yet he them all refufd, though thankt her as a frend. 

And for exceeding griefe which inly grew. 
That he his loue fo luckleffe now had loft, 
On the cold ground, maugre himfelfe he threw, 
For fell defpight, to be fo forely croft ; 360 

And there all night himfelfe in anguifh toft. 
Vowing, that neuer he in bed againe 
His limbes would reft, ne lig in eafe emboft. 
Till that his Ladies fight he mote attaine. 

Of vnderftand, that fhe in fafetie did remaine. 

1. 352, (^^ . . . inight\ and 1. 354, (Aw . . . requite) : 1. 355, ; for ,— 
Lcoepted. 
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With ftronger death, and feared their decay : 
Such were this Ladies pangs and dolorous afTay. 50 

Whom when the Saluage faw fo fore diftreft, 
He reared her vp from the bloudie ground, 
And fought by all the meanes, that he could beft, 
Her to recure out of that ftony fwound, 
And {launch the bleeding of her dreary wound. 
Yet nould (he be recomforted for nought, 
Ne ceafe her forrow and impatient ftound, 
But day and night did vexe her carefuU thought, 

And euer more and more her owne afilifiion wrought 

At / length, when as no hope of his retoume 60 

She faw now left, (he caft to leaue the place, 
And wend abrode, though feeble and forlome, 
To feeke fome comfort in that forie cafe. 
His fteede now ftrong through reft fo long a fpace, 
Well as (he could, (he got, and did bedight. 
And being thereon mounted, forth did pace, 
. Withouten guide, her to condufl: aright, 

Or gard her to deTend from bold oppreflTors might 

Whom when her Hoft faw readie to depart. 

He would not fuffer her alone to fare, 7^ 

But gan himfelfe addrefTe to take her part. 
Thofe warlike armes, which Calepim whyleare 
Had left behind, he gan eftfoones prepare. 
And put them all about himfelfe vnfit. 
His (hield, his helmet, and his curats bare ; 

1. 56, * fC&uld^ : 1. 75, ; for .—accepted. 
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But without fword vpon his thigh to fit : 
Sir Calepine himfelfe away had hidden it. 

So forth they traueld an vneuen payre, 

That mote to all men feeme an vncouth fight ; 
A faluage man matcht with a Ladie fayre, 80 

That rather feem'd the conqueft of his might, 
Gotten by fpoyle, then purchaceid aright. 
But he did her attend moil carefully, 
•And faithfully did feme both day and night, 
Withouten thought of fliame or villeny, 

Ne euer fhewed f igne of foule difloyalty. 

Vpon a day as on their way they went, 
It chaunfl: fome furniture about her deed 
To be difordred by fome accident : 
Which to redreffe, fhe did th'affiftance need / 90 
Of this her groome : which he by f ignes did reede ; 
And flreight his combrous armes af ide did lay 
Vpon the gpround, withouten doubt or dreed, 
And in his homely wize began to aflay 

T'amend what was amifle, and put in right aray. 

Bout which whilefl he was bufied thus hard, 
Lo where a knight together with his fquire, 
All arm'd to point, came ryding thetherward, 
Which feemed by their portance and attire, 
To be two errant knights, that did inquire 100 

After aduentures, where they mote them get. * 
Thofe were to weet (if that ye it require) 

I 91, : and ; for , — accepted : and 1. 9S, , after *poifU^ also ' thUhtr7 
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Prince Arthur and young Timias, which met 
By ftraunge occafion, that here needs forth be fet. 

After that Timias had againe recured 
The fauour of Belphebe, (as ye heard) 
And of her grace did ftand againe affured, 
To happie bliffe he was full high vprear'd, 
Nether of enuy, nor of chaunge afeard, 
Though many foes did him maligne therefore, no 
And with vniuft detraftion him did beard ; 
Yet he himfelfe fo well and wifely bore, 

That in her foueraine lyking he dwelt euermore. 

But of them all, which did his ruine feeke 

Three mightie enemies did him moft defpight, 
Three mightie ones, and cruell minded eeke, 
That him not onely fought by open might 
To ouerthrow, but to fupplant by flight. 
The firft of them by name was cald Defpetto^ 
Exceeding all the reft in powre and hight ; 120 

The fecond not fo ftrong but wife, Decetto \ 

The third nor ftrong nor wife, but fpightfuUeft Defetto. 

Oftimes / their fundry powres they did employ, • 

And feuerall deceipts, but all in vaine : 
For neither they by force could him deftroy, 
Ne yet entrap in treafons fubtill traine. 
Therefore confpiring all together plaine, 
They did their counfels now in one compound ; 
Where fingled forces faile, conioynd may gaine. 
The Blatant Beajl the fitteft meanes they found, 130 

To worke his vtter ftiame, and throughly him confound. 

1. 115, * enemies* 
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Vpon a day as they the time did waite, 

When he did raunge the wood for faluage game, 
They fent that Blatant Beajl to be a baite, 
To draw him from his deare beloued dame, 
Vn wares into the daunger of defame. 
For well they wift, that Squire to be fo bold, 
That no one bead in forreft wylde or tame, 
Met him in chafe, but he it challenge would, 

And plucke the pray oftimes out of their greedy 
hould. 

The hardy boy, as they deuifed had, 141 

Seeing the vgly Monfter paffing by, 

Vpon him fet, of perill nought adrad, 

Ne Ikilfull of the vncouth ieopardy ; 

And charged him fo fierce and furioufly, 

That his great force vnable to endure, 

He forced was to turne from him and fly : 

Yet ere he fled, he with his tooth impure 
Him heedleffe bit, the whiles he was thereof fecure. 

Securely he did after him purfew, 
Thinking by fpeed to ouertake his flight ; 150 

Who through thicke woods and brakes & briers him 
To weary him the more, and wafte his fpight, / (drew. 
So that he now has almoft fpent his fpright. 
Till that at length vnto a woody glade 
He came, whofe couert ftopt his further fight. 
There his three foes fhrowded in guilefull (hade, 

Out of their ambufh broke, and gan him to inuade. 

1. 140, * hoUk ' : 1. 146, {}iis . . . endure). 
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Sharpely they all attonce did him aflaile, 

Burning with inward rancour and defpight, i6o 

And heaped ftrokes did round about him haile 
With fo huge force, that feemed nothing might 
Beare off their blowes, from percing thorough quite. 
Yet he them all fo warily did ward, 
That none of them in his foft flefh did bite. 
And all the while his backe for beft fafegard. 

He lent againft a tree, that backeward onfet bard. 

Like a wylde Bull, that being at a bay, 
. Is bayted of a maftifTe, and a hound. 
And a curre-dog ; that doe him fharpe affay 1 70 
Otv euery fide, and beat about him round ; 
But moft that curre, barking with bitter fownd, 
And creeping ftill behinde, doth him incomber. 
That in his chaufTe he digs the trampled ground. 
And threats his horns, and bellowes like the thonderi 

So did that Squire his foes difperfe, and driue afonder. 

Him well behoued fo ; for his three foes 
Sought to encompaffe him on euery fide. 
And dangeroufly did round about enclofe. 
But moft of all Defetto him annoyde, 1 80 

Creeping behinde him ftill to haue deftroyde : 
So did Decetto eke him circumuent, 
But ftout Defpetto in his greater pryde. 
Did front him face to face againft him bent ; 

Yet he them all withftood, and often made relent. 

I. 172, , after * curre'' — accepted, and 1. 175,,; or, : 1. 184, ; for,— 
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Till / that at length nigh tyrd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward, 
He gan to fhrinke, and fomewhat to giue place, 
Full like ere long to haue efcaped hard ; 
When as vnwares he in the forreft heard 190 

A trampling fteede, that with his neighing faft 
Did wame his rider be vppon his gard ; 
With noife whereof the Squire now nigh aghaft, 

Reuiued was, and fad difpaire away did caft. 

Eftfoones he fpide a Knight approching nye. 
Who feeing one in fo great daunger fet 
Mongfl many foes, him felfe did fader hye ; 
To refkue him, and his weake part abet, 
^^ For pitty fo to fee him ouerfet. 
^H||^^om (bone as his three enemies did vew, 200 

^^^They fled, and faft into the wood did get : 
^^^Him booted not to thinke them to purfew, 
The couert was fo thicke, that did no paffage ftiew. 

Then turning to that fwaine, him well he knew 
To be his TimiaSy his owne true Squire : 
Whereof exceeding glad, he to him drew, 
And him embracing twixt his armes entire. 
Him thus befpake ; My liefe, my lifes defire, 
Why haue ye me alone thus long yleft ? 
Tell me what worlds defpight, or heauens yre 2 1 o 
Hath you thus long away from me bereft ? 

Where haue ye all this while bin wandring, where bene 
weft ? 

1. 205, : for , — accepted. 
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With that, he f ighed deepe for inward tyne : 
To whom the Squire nought aunfwered againe, 
But ftiedding few foft teares from tender eyne, 
His deare afTefl with f ilence did reftraine, / 
And (hut vp all his plaint in priuy paine. 
There they awhile fome gracious fpeaches fpent, 
As to them feemed fit, time to entertaine. 
After all which vp to their fteedes they went, 

And forth together rode a comely couplement. 

So now they be arriued both in fight 

Of this wyld man, whom they full bufie found 
About the fad Serena things to dight, 
With thofe braue armours lying on the gpround, 
That feem'd the fpoile of fome right well renownd — 
Which when that Squire beheld, he to them ftept. 
Thinking to take them from that hylding hound : 
But he it feeing, lightly to him lept, 

And ftemely with ftrong hand it from his handling k^pt. 

Gnafhing his g^nded teeth with griefly looke, 231 

And fparkling fire out of his furious eyne. 
Him with his fift vnwares on th'head he ftrooke, 
That made him downe vnto the earth encline ; 
Whence foone vpftarting much he gan repine. 
And laying hand vpon his wrathfull blade, 
Thought therewithall forthwith him to haue flaine, 
Who it perceiuing, hand vpon him layd, 

And greedily him griping, his auengement ftayd. 

With that aloude the faire Serena cryde 24-^ 

Vnto the Knight, them to difpart in twaine : 

1. 213, , after Uhat* : h 219, , after *Jii* : 1. 228, ' kUdm^' 
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Who to them ftepping did them foone diuide, 
And did from further violence reftraine, 
Albe the wyld-man hardly would refraine. 
Then gan the Prince, of her for to demand, 
What and from whence fhe was, and by what traine 
She fell into that faluage villaines hand, 
nd whether free with him fiie now were, or in band. 

/ whom (he thus ; I am, as now ye fee, 
The wretchedft Dame, that liue this day on ground ; 
Who both in minde, the which moft grieueth me, x 5 1 
And body haue receiu'd a mortall wound, 
That hath me driuen to this drery ftound. 
I was erewhile, the~ loue of CaUpine : 
Who whether he aliue be to be found. 
Or by fome deadly chaunce be done to pine, 

iocel him lately loft, vneath is to define. 

■ faluage forrell I him loft of late. 
Where I had furely long ere this bene dead, 
Or elfe remained in moft wretched ftate, 260 

Had not this wylde man in that wofull ftead 
Kept, and deliuered me from deadly dread. 
In fuch a faluage wight, of bnitilh kynd, 
Amongft wilde beaftes in defert forrefts bred. 
It is moft ftraunge and wonderful! to fynd 

:> milde humanity, and perfeft gentle mynd. 

Gt me therefore this fauour for him hnde, 
That ye will not your wrath vpon him wreake, 

1. 15% ; for .—accepted ; and L 254, : for ,: AUL, Dr. VLarok miriokcnly 
▼w 'Ssa,' and queries '&*,' whidi is 1596 lent- ProfessOT Child prints 
Ikiti^ ewniTnarinilly and eveij' way bad. 
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Sith he cannot expreffe his fimple minde, 
Ne yours conceiue, ne but by tokens fpeake : 270 
Small praife to proue your powre on wight fo weake. 
With fuch faire words (he did their heate affwage, 
And the ftrong courfe of their difpleafure breake, 
That they to pitty tumd their former rage, 
And each fought to fupply the office of her page. 

So hauing all things well about her dight, 
She on her way caft forward to proceede, 
And they her forth condufted, where they might 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her great neede. / 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed ; 280 
And eke this Squire, who likewife wounded was 
Of that fame Monfter late, for lacke of heed, 
Now g^n to faint, and further, could not pas 

Through feeblenefTe, which all his limbes oppreflTed has. 

So forth they rode together all in troupe. 

To feeke fome place, the which mote yeeld fome eafe 
To thefe f icke twaine, that now began to droupe : 
And all the way the Prince fought to appeafe 
The bitter anguifti of their fharpe difeafe, 
By all the courteous meanes he could inuent ; 290 
Somewhile with merry purpofe fit to pleafe. 
And otherwhile with good encouragement. 

To make them to endure the pains did them torment 

Mongft which, Serena did to him relate ^ 
The foule difcourffies and vnknightly parts, 

1. 287, : for ,— accepted ; and 1. 290, ; for , : I. 293, , after 'fains' in 
*^ rfmoved, as in 1609, 
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Which Turpine had vnto her (hewed late, 
Without compaiTion of her cruell fmarts : 
Although Blandina did with all her arts 
Him other wife perfwade, all that (he might ; 
Yet he of malice, without her defarts, 300 

Not onely her excluded late at night, 
But alfo trayteroufly did wound her weary Knight. 

Wherewith the Prince fore moued, there auoud, 
That foone as he returned backe againe, 

• He would auenge th'abufes of that proud 
And fhamefull Knight, of whom (he did complaine. 
This wize did they each other entertaine. 
To pafTe the tedious trauell of the way ; 
Till towards night they came vnto a plaine, 
By which a little Hermitage there lay, 310 

Far from all neighbourhood, the which annoy it may. 

And / nigh thereto a little Chappell ftoode, 
Which being all with Yuy ouerfpred, 
Deckt all the roofe, and (hadowing the roode, 
Seem'd like a groue faire braunched ouer hed : 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 
In ftreight obferuaunce of religious vow. 
Was wont his howres and holy things to bed ; 
And therein he likewife was praying now, 

Whenas thefe Knights arriu'd, they will not where nor 
how. 320 

They ftayd not there, but ftreight way in did pas. 
Whom when the Hermite prefent faw in place, 

1. 297, : for —accepted. 
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From his deuotion ftreight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking of he toward them did pace, 
With ftayed fteps, and graue befeeming grace : 
For well it feem'd, that whilome he had beenc 
Soome goodly perfon, and of gentle race, 
That could his good to all, and well did weene, 
How each to entertaine with curt'fie well befeene, 

And foothly it was fayd by common fame, 330 

So long as age enabled him thereto, 
That he had bene a man of mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe : 
But being aged now and weary to 
Of warres delight, and worlds contentious toyle. 
The name of knighthood he did difauow> 
And hanging vp his armes and warlike fpoyle. 

From all this worlds incombraunce did himfelfe afToyle. 

He thence them led into his Hermitage, 

Letting their fteedes to graze vpon the greene : 340 
Small was his houfe, and like a little cage. 
For his owne tume, yet inly neate and clene, / 
Deckt with greene boughes, and flowers gay befeene. 
Therein he them full faire did entertaine 
Not with fuch forged fhowes, as fitter beene 
For courting fooles, that curtef ies would faine. 

But with entire afleflion and appearaunce plaine. 

Yet was their fare but homely, fuch as hee 
Did vfe, his feeble body to fuftaine ; 
The which full gladly they did take in glee, 350 
Such as it was, ne did of want complaine, 

1. 324* 'off' \ 1. 340, * Green ' ; 1. 350, *^ee,' 
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But being well fuffiz'd , them refted faine. 
But faire Serene all night could ^ke no reft, 
Ne yet that gentle Squire, for grieuous paine 
Qf their late woundes, the which the Blatant Beajl 
Had giuen them, whofe griefe through fufTraunce fore 
increaft. 

So all that night they paft in great difeafe, 
Till that the morning, bringing earely light 
To guide mens labours, brought them alfo eafe, 
And fome affwagement of their painefull plight. 360 
Then vp they rofe, and gan them felues to dight 
Vnto their iourney ; but that Squire and Dame 
So faint and feeble were, that they ne might 
Endure to trauell, nor one foote to frame : 

Their hearts were f icke, their fides were fore, their feete 
were lame. 

Therefore the Prince, whom great affaires in mynd 
Would not permit, to make their lenger ftay, 
Was forced there to leaue them both behynd, 
In that good Hermits charge, whom he did pray 
To tend them well. So forth he went his way, 370 
And with him eke the faluage, that whyleare 
Seeing his royall vfage and array, 
Was greatly growne in loue of that braue pere, 

^ould needes depart, as fhall declared be elfewhere. 

^* 354» > after *5'|7W>Tf'— accepted: 1. 367, * there ^ x 11. 371-3 within 
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£ V Tk€ HermiU heaUs both Squire and dame V ^ 

i|i Y Cy their fore maladies ; V * 

■^ A He Tttrpine doth defeate^ andjhame A ^ 

£ X For his late viUanies, X ^ 
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NO wound, which warlike hand of enemy 
Inflifts with dint of fword, fo fore doth light, 
As doth the poyfnous fting, which Infamy 
Infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
For by no art, nor any leaches might lo 

It euer can recured be againe ; 
Ne all the (kill, which that immortali fpright 
Of Podalyrius did in it retaine, 
Can remedy fuch hurts ; fuch hurts are hellifti paine. 

Such were the wounds, the which that Blatant Beaft 
Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame ; 
And being fuch, were now much more increaft. 
For want of taking heede vnto the fame, 
That now corrupt and cureleffe they became. 
Howbe that carefuU Hermite did his beft, 20 

With many kindes of medicines meete, to tame 

1* 8, capital I— accepted. 
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The poyfnous humour, which did moft infeft 
Their ranckling wounds, & euery day them duely dreft. 

For he right well in Leaches craft was feene, 
And through the long experience of his dayes, 
Which had in many fortunes toffed beene, 
And pad through many perillous affayes, / 
He knew the diuerfe went of mortall wayes, 
And in the mindes of men had great infight ; 
Which with fage counfell, when they went aftray, 30 
He could enforme, and them reduce aright, 

And al the paffios heale, which woud the weaker fpright 

For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight, 
As any one, that liued in his daies. 
And proued oft in many perillous fight ; 
Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies. 
And in all battels bore away the bales. 
But being now attacht with timely age. 
And weary of this worlds vnquiet waies. 
He tooke him felfe vnto this Hermitage, 40 

In which he liu'd alone, like careleffe bird in cage. 

One day, as he was fearching of their wounds. 
He found that they had feftred priuily, 
And ranckling inward with vnruly ftounds, 
The inner parts now gan to putrify, 
That quite they feem'd paft helpe of furgery. 
And rather needed to be difciplinde 
With holefome reede of fad fobriety, 

\ !• 3S> ; for ,— accepted : U 36, */»* (1611). 
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To rule the ftubborne rage of pafTion blinde ; 
Giue falues to euery fore, but counfell to the minde. 50 

So taking them apart into his cell, 

He to that point fit fpeaches gan to frame, 
As he the art of words knew wondrous well, 
And eke could doe, as well as fay the fame, 
And thus he to them fayd ; faire daughter Dame, 
And you faire fonne, which here thus long now lie 
In piteous languor, fince ye hither came, 
In vaine of me ye hope for remedie. 

And I likewife in vaine doe falues to you applie. 

For / in your felfe your onely helpe doth He, 60 

To heale your felues, and mud proceed alone 
From your owne will, to cure your maladie. 
Who can him cure, that will be cur*d of none ? 
If therefore health ye feeke, obferue this one. 
Firft learne your outward fences to refraine 
From things, that ftirre vp fraile affe£lion ; 
Your eies, your eares, your tongue, your talk reftraine 

From that they mod affefl, and in due termes containe. 

For from thofe outward fences ill affefted. 

The feede of all this euill firft doth fpring, 70 

Which at the firft before it had infefled. 
Mote eaf ie be fuppreft with little thing : 
But being growen ftrong, it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and nnguifti, and impatient paine 
In th'inner parts, and laftly fcattering 
Contagious poyfon clofe through euery vaine, 

It neuer refts, till it haue wrought his finall bane. 
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For that beaftes teeth, which wounded you tofore, 
Are fo exceeding venemous and keene, 
Made all of rufty yron, ranckling fore, 80 

That where they bite, it booteth not to wecne 
With falue, or antidote, or other mene 
It euer to amend : ne maru^ile ought ; 
For that fame beaft was bred of hellifh ftrene, 
And long in darkfome Stygian den vpbrought. 

Begot of foule Echidna^ as in bookes is taught. 

Echidna is a Monfter direfull dred. 

Whom Gods doe hate, and heauens abhor to fee ; 

So hideous is her fhape, fp huge her hed, 

That euen the hellifh fiends affrighted bee / 90 

At fight thereof, and from her prefence flee : 

Yet did her face and former parts profeffe 

A faire young Mayden, full of comely glee ; 

But all her hinder parts did plaine expreffe 

A monftrous Dragon, full of fearefull vglineffe. 

To her the Gods, for her fo dreadfuU face, 
In fearefull darkeneffe, furtheft from the (kie, 
And from the earth, appointed haue her place, 
Mongft rocks and caues, where fhe enrold doth lie 
In hideous horrour and obfcurity, lOO 

Wafting the ftrength of her immortall age. 
There did Typhoon with her company ; 
Cruell Typ/iaony whofe tempeftuous rage 

Make th'heauens tremble oft, & him with vowes afl'wage. 

Of that commixtion they did then beget 

This hellifh Dog, that hight the Blatant Beaft ; 

!!• 97-S, (In , . . earth) : 1. 102, ; for ,— accepted. 
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A wicked Monfter, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainft all, both good and bad, both moft and lead, 
And poures his poyfnous gall forth to infeft 
The nobleft wights with notable defanme : no 

Ne euer Knight, that bore fo lofty creaft, 
Ne euer Lady of fo honeft name. 
But he them fpotted with reproch, or fecrete (hame. 

In vaine therefore it were, with medicine 
To goe about to falue fuch kynd of fore, 
That rather needes wife read and difcipline, 
Then outward falues, that may augment it more. 
Aye me (fayd then Serena fighing fore) 
What hope of helpe doth then for vs remaine, 
If that no falues may vs to health reftore^? 120 

But fith we need good counfell (fayd the fwaine) 

Aread good fire, fome counfell, that may vs fuftaine. 

The / beft (fayd he) that I can you aduize. 

Is to auoide the occaf ion of the ill : 

For when the caufe, whence euill doth arize, 

Remoued is, th*effe6l furceafeth ftill. 

Abftaine from pleafure, and reftraine your will, 

Subdue defire, and bridle loofe delight, 

Vfe fcanted diet, and forbeare your fill. 

Shun fecrefie, and talke in open fight : 130 

So fhall you foone repaire your prefent euill plight. 

Thus hauing fayd, his fickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his graue beheaft, 
And kept fo well his wife commaundements, 
That in fhort fpace their malady was ceaft, 
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And eke the biting of that harmefull Beaft 
Was throughly heal'd. Tho when they did perceaue 
There wounds recur'd, and forces reincreaft, 
Of that good Hermite both they tooke their leaue, 
And went both on their way, ne ech would other leaue. 

But each th'other vow'd t'accompany : 140 

The Lady, for that fhe was much in dred. 
Now left alone in great extremity, 
The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 
Would not her leaue alone in her great need. 
So both together traueld, till they met 
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed, 
Vpon a mangy iade vnmeetely fet, 

And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and wet. 

But by what meanes that fhame to her befell, 150 

And how thereof her felfe Ihe did acquite, 
I muft a while forbeare to you to tell ; 
Till that, as comes by courfe, I doe recite, / 
What fortune to the Briton Prince did lite, 
Purfuing that proud Knight, the which whileare 
Wrought to Sir Calidore fo foule defpight ; 
And eke his Lady, though (he fickely were, 

So lewdly had abufde, as ye did lately heare. 

The Prince according to the former token. 

Which faire Serene to him deliuered had, 160 

Purfu'd him ftreight, in mynd to bene ywroken 
Of all the vile demeane, and vfage bad,. 

1. 140, : for . — accepted, and 1. 141, : for , : 1. 156, * Calidore ' — j»V, and in 
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With which he had thofe two fo ill beftad : 
Ne wight with him on that aduenture went, 
But that wylde man, whom though he oft forbad, 
Yet for no bidding, nor for being Ihent, 
Would he reftrayned be from his attendement. 

Arriuing there, as did by chaunce befall, 

He found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode, 

Ne ftayd, till that he came into the hall : 1 70 

Where foft difmounting like a weary lode, 

Vpon the ground with feeble feete he trode, 

As he vnable were for very neede 

To moue one foote, but there muft make abode ; 

The whiles the faluage man did take his fteede. 

And in fome ftable neare did fet him vp to feede. 

Ere long to him a homely groome there came, 
That in rude wife him aflced, what he was, 
That durft fo boldly, without let or ftiame, 
Into his Lords forbidden hall to pafTe. 180 

To whom the Prince, him fayning to embafe, 
Mylde anfwer made ; he was an errant Knight, 
The which was fall'n into this feeble cafe, 
Through many wounds, which lately he in fight, 

Receiued had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight. 

But / he, the more outrageous and bold, 

Stemely did bid him quickely thence auaunt. 

Or deare aby; for why his Lord of old 

Did hate all errant Knights, which there did haunt, 

1. 181, {Jiim . . . embafe) : 1. 188, ; for ,— accepted ; ftnd L 190^ s for » • 
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« 

Ne lodging would to any of them graunt : 1 90 

And therefore lightly bad him/ packe away, 
Not fparing him with bitter words to taunt ; 
And therewithall rude hand on him did lay. 
To thruft him out of dore, doing his worft affay. 

Which when the Saluage coming now in place, 
Beheld, eftfoones he all enraged grew, 
And running ftreight vpon that villaine bafe, 
Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew, 
And with his teeth and nailes, in prefent vew. 
Him rudely rent, and all to peeces tore : 200 

So miferably him all helpeleflfe flew. 
That with the noife, whilefl he did loudly rore. 

The people of the houfe rofe forth in great vprore. 

Who when on ground they faw their fellow flaine, 
And that same Knight and Saluage flanding by, 
Vpon them two they fell with might and maine. 
And on them layd fo huge and horribly. 
As if they would haue flaine them prefently. 
But the bold Prince defended him fo well. 
And their afTault withflood fo mightily, 210 

That maugre all their might, he did repell. 

And beat them back, whilefl many vnderneath him fell. 

Yet he them ftill fo fharpely did purfew. 
That few of them he left aliue, which fled, 
Thofe euill tidings to their Lord to fhew. 
Who hearing how his people badly fped. 
Came / forth in hafl : where when as with the dead 
He faw the ground all flrow'd, and that fame Knight 
Add faluage with their bloud frefh fleeming red, 
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He woxe nigh mad with wrath and fell defpight, 220 
And with reprochfull words him thus befpake on hight ; 

Art thou he, traytor, that with treafon vile, 
Haft flaine my men in this vnmanly maner. 
And now triumpheft in the piteous fpoile 
Of thefe poore folk, whofe foules with black diftionor 
And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy baner ? 
The meede wherc^jf fliall fhortly be thy fhame, 
And wretched end, which ftill attendeth on her. 
With that him felfe to battell he did frame ; 

So did his forty yeomen, which there with him came. 

With dreadfull force they all did him affaile, 231 

And round about with boyftrous ftrokes oppreffe, 
That on his (hield did rattle like to haile 
In a great tempeft ; that in fuch diftrefTe, 
He wift not to which fide him to addrefle. 
And euermore that crauen cowherd Knight, 
Was at his backe with he^utleflfe heedinefle, 
Wayting if he vnwares him murther might : 

For cowardize doth ftill in villany delight 

Whereof whenas the Prince was well aware, 240 

He to him turnd with furious intent. 
And him againft his powre gan to prepare ; 
Like a fierce Bull, that being bufie bent 
To fight with many foes about him ment, 
Feeling fome curre behinde his heeles to bite, 
Tumes him about with fell auengement ; 

1. am, ; for .—Accepted. 
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So likewife turnde the Prince vpon the Knight, 
And layd at him amaine with all his will and might. 

Who / when he once his dreadfull ftrokes had tailed, 
Durft not the fury of his force abyde, 250 

But turn'd abacke, and to retyre him hafled 
Through the thick preafe, there thinking him to hyde. 
But when 'the Prince had once him plainely eyde. 
He foot by foot him followed alway, 
Ne would him fuffer once to fhrinke afyde, 
But ioyning clofe, huge lode at him did lay : 

Who flying ftill did ward, and warding fly away. 

But when his foe he ftill fo eger faw, 
Vnto his heeles himfelfe he did betake. 
Hoping vnta fome refuge to withdraw : 260 

Ne would the Prince him euer foot forfake. 
Where fo he went, but after him did make. 
He fled from roome to roome, from place to place, 
Why left euery ioynt for dread of death did quake. 
Still looking after him, that did him chace ; 

That made him euermore increafe his fpeedie pace. 

At laft he vp into the chamber came, 
Whereas his loue was fitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There did the Prince him ouertake anone, 270 

Crying in vaine to her, him to bemone ; 
And with his fword him on the head did fmyte, 
That to the ground he fell in fenfelefle fwone : 
Yet whether thwart or flatly it did lyte. 

The tempred fteele did not into his braynepan byte. 

1. 255, . arter ' a/idg * for ; of 1609 and m/ of '96. 
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Which when the Ladie faw, with great affright 
She darting vp, b^an to fhrieke aloud, 
And with her garment couering him from fight, 
Seem'd vnder her proteftion him to fhroud ; / 
And falling lowly at his feet, her bowd 280 

Vpon her knee, intreating him for grace, 
And often him befought, and prayd, and vowd ; 
That with the ruth of her fo wretched cafe, 

He ftayd his fecond ftrooke, and did his hand abafe. 

Her weed fhe then withdrawing, did him difcouer. 
Who now come to himfelfe, yet would not rize, 
But ftill did lie as dead, and quake, and quiuer, 
That euen the Prince his bafeneffe did defpize ; 
And eke his Dame him feeing in fuch guize, 
Gan him recomfort, and from ground to reare. 290 
Who rif ing vp at laft in ghaftly wize. 
Like troubled ghoft did dreadfully appeare, 

As one that had no life him left through former feare. 

Whom when the Prince fo deadly faw difmayd, 
He for fuch bafeneffe fhamefully him fhent. 
And with fliarpe words did bitterly vpbrayd ; 
Vile cowheard dogge, now doe, I much repent, 
That euer I this life vnto thee lent, 
Whereof thou caytiue fo vnworthie art ; 
That both thy Loue, for lacke of hardiment, 300 
And eke thy felfe, for want of manly hart, (part. 

And eke all knights haft fhamed with this knightleffe 

1. 288, ; for , — accepted : 1. 297, * coward^ as before, and so I. 304 : 
1. 299, * caitvm ' : 1. 300, capital L — accepted. 
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Yet further haft thou heaped (hame to (hame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard feare. 
For firft it was to thee reprochfuU blame, 
To ereft this wicked cuftome, which I heare, 
Gainft errant Knights and Ladies thou doft reare, 
Whom when thou mayft, thou doft of arms defpoile. 
Or of their vpper garment, which they weare : 
Yet doeft thou not with manhood, but with guile 310 

Maintaine this euill vfe, thy foes thereby to foile. 

And / laftly in approuance of thy wrong. 
To fliew fuch faintneffe and foule cowardize, 
Is greateft fhame : for oft it falles, that ftrong 
And valiant knights doe raftily enterprize, 
Either for fame, or elfe for exercize, 
A wrongfull quarrell to maintaine by fight ; 
Yet haue, through proweffe and their braue emprize, 
Gotten great worfhip in this worldes fight. 

For greater force there needs to maintaine wrong, then 
right. 320 

Yet f ince thy life vnto this Ladie fayre 
I giuen haue. Hue in reproch and fcome ; 
Ne euer armes, ne euer knighthood dare 
Hence to profeffe : for ftiame is to adome 
With fo braue badges one fo bafely borne ; 
But onely breath fith that I did forgiue. 
So hauing from his crauen bodie tojne 
Thofe goodly armes, he them away did giue 

And onely fuffred him this wretched life to Hue. 

1- 3i7» */^A^'— accepted for ^ right' of '96. 
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There whileft he thus was fetling things aboue, 330 
Atwene that Ladie myld and recreant knight, 
To whom his life he graunted for her loue, 
He gan bethinke him, in what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that faluage wight, 
Amongft fo many foes, whom fure he thought 
By this quite flaine in fo vnequall fight : 
Therefore defcending backe in hafte, he fought 

If yet he were aliue, or to deftruftion brought. 

There he him found enuironed about 

With flaughtred bodies, which his hand had flaine, 340 

And laying yet a frefli with courage fl:out 

Vpon the rell, that did aliue remaine ; / 

Whom he Hkewife right forely did conftraine, 

Like fcattred flieepe, to feeke for fafetie. 

After he gotten had with buf ie paine 

Some of their weapons, which thereby did lie ; 

With which he layd about, and made them fall to flie. 

Whom when the Prince fo felly faw to rage, 
Approching to him neare, his hand he ftayd. 
And fought, by making fignes, him to affwage : 350 
Who them perceiuing, ftreight to him obayd. 
As to his Lord, and downe his weapons layd, 
As if he long had to his heafts bene trayned. 
Thence he him brought away, and vp conuayd 
Into the chamber, where that Dame rema3med 

With her vnworthy knight, who ill him enterta3med. 

Whom when the Saluage faw from daunger free. 
Sitting befide his Ladie there at eafe, 

1. 346, ; for ,--«ub«titutcd. 
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He well remembred, that the fame was hee, 
Which lately fought his Lord for to difpleafe : 360 
Tho all in rage, he on him (Ireight did feaze. 
As if he would in peeces him haue rent ; 
And were not, that the Prince did him appeaze, 
He had not left one limbe of him vnrent : 
But (Ireight he held his hand at his commaundement. 

Thus hauing all things well in peace ordayned, 
The Prince himfelfe there all that night did reft, 
Where him Blandina fayrely entertayned, 
With all the courteous glee and goodly feaft, 
The which for him (he could imagine beft. 370 

For well fhe knew the wayes to win good will 
Of euery wight, that were not too infeft, 
And how to pleafe the minds of good and ill, ((kill. 

Through tempering of her words & lookes by wondrous 

Yet / were her words and lookes but falfe and fayned, 
To fome hid end to make more eafie way, 
Or to allure fi^ch fondlings, whom fhe trayned 
Into her trap vnto their owne decay : 
Thereto, when needed, fhe could weepe and pray. 
And when her lifted, fhe could fawne and flatter ; 
Now fmyling fmoothly, like to fommers day, 381 
Now glooming fadly, fo to cloke her matter ; 

Yet were her words but wynd, & all her teares but water. 

Whether fuch grace were giuen her by kynd, 
As women wont their guilefuU wits to guyde ; 

1. 374, « Trough: 
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Or leam'd the art to pleafe, I doe tiot fynd. 
This well I wote, that fhe fo well applyde 
Her pleafing tongue, that foone (he pacifyde 
The wrathful! Prince, & wrought her hufbands peace, 
Who nathelefTe not therewith fatisfyde, 390 

His rancorous defpight did not releaffe, 
Ne fecretly from thought of fell reuenge furceaffe. 

For all that night, the whyles the Prince did reft 
In careleHe couch, not weeting what was ment, 
He watcht in clofe awayt with weapons preft. 
Willing to worke his villenous intent 
On him, that had fo fhamefully him fhent : 
Yet durft he not for very cowardize 
Effeft the fame, whyleft all the night was fpent. 
The morrow next the Prince did early rize, 400 

And paffed forth, to follow his firft enterprife. / 
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Like as the gentle hart it felfe bewrayes, 
In doing gentle deedes with franke delight, 
Euen fo the bafer mind it felfe difplayes, 
In cancred malice and reuengefuU fpight. 
For to maligne, t'enuie, t'vfe fliifting flight, lo 

Be arguments of a vile donghill mind ; 
Which what it dare not doe by open might, 
To worke by wicked treafon wayes doth find, 
By fuch difcourteous deeds difcouering his bafe kind. 

•*'iat well appeares in this difcourteous knight. 
The coward Turpine^ whereof now I treat ; 
Who notwithftanding that in former fight 

We of the Prince his life receiued late, 

Vet in his mind malitious and ingrate 

lie gan deuize, to be aueng'd anew 20 

I^or all that fhame, which kindled inward hate. 

1. 3, ; for , : 1. II, ' dunghill-mind^ and ; for , — accepted. 
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Therefore fo foone as he was out of vew, 
Himfelfe in haft he arm'd, and did him faft purfew. 

Well did he traft his fteps, as he did ryde, 
Yet would not neare approch in daungers eye, 
But kept aloofe for dread to be defcryde, 
Vntill fit time and place he mote efpy, 
Where / he mote worke him fcath and villeny. 
At laft he met two knights to him vnknowne, 
The which were armed both agreeably, 30 

And both combynd, what euer chaunce were blowne, 

Betwixt them to diuide, and each to make his owne. 

To whom falfe Turpine comming courteoufly, 
To cloke the mifchiefe, which he inly ment, 
Gan to complaine of great difcourtef ie. 
Which a ftraunge knight, that neare afore him went, 
Had doen to him, and his deare Ladie fhent : 
Which if they would afford him ayde at need 
For to auenge, in time conuenient. 
They fhould accomplifh both a knightly deed, 40 

And for their paines obtaine of him a goodly meed. 

The knights beleeu'd, that all he fayd, was trew. 
And being frefh and full of youthly fpright, 
Were glad to heare of that aduenture new, 
In which they mote make triall of their might, 
Which neuer yet they had approu'd in fight ; 
And eke def irous of the offred meed. 
Said then the one of them ; where is that wight, 

1. 30, * afined^ — accepted for * arm*d,^ 
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The which hath doen to thee this wrongful! deed. 
That we may it auenge, and punifh him with fpeed ? 

He rides (faid Turpine) there not farre afore, 5 1 

With a wyld man foft footing by his fyde, 
That if ye lift to hafte a litle more, 
Ye may him ouertake in timely tyde : 
Eftfoones they pricked forth with forward pryde, 
And ere that litle while they ridden had, 
The gentle Prince not farre away they fpyde, 
Ryding a foftly pace with portance fad, 

Denizing of his loue more, then of daunger drad. / 

Then one of them aloud vnto him cryde, 60 

Bidding him tume againe, falfe traytour knight, 
Foule womanwronger, for he him defyde. 
With that they both at once with equall fpight 
Did bend their fpeares, and both with equall might 
Againft him ran ; but th'one did miffe his marke, 
And being carried with his force forthright, 
Glaunft fwiftly by ; like to that heauenly fparke, 
^^^ch gjlyding through the ayre lights all the heauens 
darke. 

^Ut th'other ayming better, did him fmite 

Full in the fhield, with fo impetuous powre, 70 

That all his launce in peeces fliiuered quite, 

^nd fcattered all about, fell on the flowre. 

But the ftout Prince, with much more fteddy ftowre 

Full on his beuer did him ftrike fo fore, 

TThat the cold ftqele through piercing, did deuowre 

1. 59, * Lauef mort ' : 1. 72, {featured . . . about). 
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His vitall breath, and to the ground him bore, 
Where ftill he bathed lay in his owne bloody gore. 

As when a caft of Faulcons make their flight 
At an Hemefliaw, that lyes aloft on wing. 
The whyles they ftrike at him with heedlefle might, 
The warie foule his bill doth backward wring ; 8 
On which the firft, whofe force her firft doth bring, 
Her felfe quite through the bodie doth engore, 
And falleth downe to ground like fenfelefle thing, 
But th'other not fo fwift, as flie before, 

Fayles of her foufe, and pafl*ing by doth hurt no mor 

By this the other, which was pafled by, 
Himfelfe recouering, was retum'd to fight; 
Where when he faw his fellow lifelefle ly, 
He much was daunted with fo difmall fight ; 
Yet / nought abating of his former fpight. 
Let driue at him with fo malitious mynd. 
As if he would haue pafled through him quight : 
But the fl:eele-head no fl:edfafl: hold could f)aid, 

But glauncing by, deceiu'd him of that he defynd. 

Not fo the Prince : for his well learned fpeare 
Tooke furer hould, and from his horfes backe 
Aboue a launces length him forth did beare, 
And gainft the cold hard earth fo fore him ftrake, 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. lO 

Where feeing him fo lie, he left his deed, 
And to him leaping, vengeance thought to take 
Of him, for all his former follies meed, 

With flaming fword in hand his terror more to breed. 
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The fearefull fwayne beholding death fo nie, 
Cryde out aloud for mercie him to faue ; 
In lieu whereof he would to him defcrie, 
Great treafon to him meant, his life to reaue. 
The Prince foone hearkned, and his life forgaue. 
Then thus faid he, There is a ftraunger knight, no 
The which for promife of great meed, vs draue 
To this attempt, to wreake his hid defpight, 

For that himfelfe thereto did want fufficient might 

The Prince much mufed at fuch villenie, 

And fayd ; Now fure ye well haue earn'd your meed, 

For th'one is dead, and th*other foone (hall die, 

Vnleffe to me thou hether bring with fpeed 

The wretch, that hyr'd you to this wicked deed. 

He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 

The guilt on him, which did this mifchiefe breed. 

Swore by his fword, that neither day nor weeke 1 2 1 

He would furceaffe, but him, where fo he were, would 
feeke. / 

So vp he rofe, and forth ftreight way he went 
Backe to the place, where Turpine late he lore ; 
There he him found in great aftonifhment. 
To fee him fo bedight with bloodie gore, 
And griefly wounds that him appalled fore. 
Yet thus at length he faid, how now Sir knight ? 
What meaneth this, which here I fee before ? 
How fortuneth this foule vncomely plight, 130 

So different from that, which earil ye feem'd in fight ? 

1. 118, . for , — accepted. 
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Perdie (faid he) in euill houre it fell, 
That euer I for meed did vndertake 
So hard a taflce, as life for hyre to fell ; 
The which I earft aduentur'd for your fake. 
Witneffe the wounds, and this wyde bloudie lake, 
Which ye may fee yet all about me fteeme. 
Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promife make, 
My due reward ; the which right well I deeme 

I yearned haue, that life fo dearely did redeeme. 140 

But where then is (quoth he halfe wrothfuUy) 
Where is the bootie, which therefore I bought. 
That curfed caytiue, my ftrong enemy. 
That recreant knight, whofe hated life I fought ? 
And where is eke your friend, which halfe it ought ? 
He lyes (faid he) vpon the cold bare ground, 
Slayne of that errant knight, with whom he fought ; 
Whom afterwards my felfe with many a wound 

Did flay againe, as ye may fee there in the (lound. 

Thereof falfe Turpin was full glad and faine, 150 

And needs with him ftreight to the place would ryde, 
Where he himfelfe might fee his foeman flaine ; 
For elfe his feare could not be fatisfyde. 
So / as they rode, he faw the way all dyde 
With ftreames of bloud ; which trafting by the traile^ 
Ere long they came, whereas in euill tyde 
That other fwayne, like afhes deadly pale, 

Lay in the lap of death, rewing his wretched bale. 

Much did the Crauen feeme to mone his cafe^ 

That for his fake his deare life had forgone ; 160 

1* 1391 ; for ,•— accepted : L 140^ *iarmi^^ 
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And him bewayling with affeflion bafe, 
Did counterfeit kind pittie, where was none : 
For wheres no courage, theres no ruth nor mone. 
Thence pafTing forth, not farre away he found, 
Whereas the Prince himfelfe lay all alone, 
Loofely difplayd vpon the graffie ground, 
Poffeffed of fweete fleepe, that luld him foft in fwound. 

Wearie of trauell in his former fight. 

He there in fliade himfelfe had layd to reft, 
Hauing his armes and warlike things vndight, 1 70 
Feareleffe of foes that mote his peace moleft ; 
The whyles his faluage page, that wont be preft, 
Was wandred in the wood another way, 
To doe fome thing, that feemed to him beft. 
The whyles his Lord in f iluer flomber lay. 

Like to the Euening ftarre adom'd with deawy ray. 

Whom when as Turpin faw fo loofely layd, 
He weened well, that he in deed was dead, 
Like as that other knight to him had fayd : 
But ^hen he nigh approcht, he mote aread 180 

Plaine fignes in him of life and liuelihead. 
Whereat much grieu'd againft that ftraunger knight^ 
That him too light of credence did miflead, 
He would haue backe retyred from that fight, 

That was to him on earth the deadlieft defpight / 

But that fame knight would not once let him ftart, 
But plainely gan to him declare the cafe 
Of all his mifchiefe, and late luckleffe fmart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
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Were vanquiflied, and put to foule difgrace, 190 

And how that he in lieu of life him lent, 
Had vow'd vnto the viftor, him to trace 
And follow through the world, where fo he went, 
Till that he him deliuered to his punifhment 

He therewith much abafhed and affrayd. 
Began to tremble euery limbe and vaine ; 
And foftly whifpering him, entyrely prayd, 
T'aduize him better, then by fuch a traine 
Him to betray vnto a ftraunger fwaine : 
Yet rather counfeld him contrary wize, 200 

Sith he likewife did wrong by him fuftaine, 
To ioyne with him and vengeance to denize, 

Whyleft time did offer meanes him fleeping to furprize. 

Natheleffe for all his fpeach, the gentle knight 
Would not be tempted to fuch villenie, 
Regarding more his faith, which he did plight. 
All were it to his mortall enemie. 
Then to entrap him by falfe treacherie : 
Great fhame in lieges blood to be embrew'd. 
Thus whyleft they were debating diuerflie, 210 

The Saluage forth out of the wood iffew'd 

Backe to the place, whereas his Lord he fleeping veVd 

There when he faw thofe two fo neare him ftand. 
He doubted much what mote their meaning bee, 
And throwing downe his load out of his hand. 
To weet great ftore of forreft frute, which hee 

11.- 216-17 within ( ). 
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Had / for his food late gathered from the tree, 
Himfelfe vnto his weapon he betooke, 
That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 
Rent by the root ; which he fo ftemely (hooke, 230 
That like an hazell wand, it quiuered and quooke. 

Whereat the Prince awaking, when he fpyde 
The traytour Turpin with that other knight, 
He darted vp, and fnatching neare his fyde 
His truftie fword, the feruant of his might, 
Like a fell Lyon leaped to him light. 
And his left hand vpon his collar layd. 
Therewith the cowheard deaded with affright, 
Fell flat to ground, ne word vnto him fayd, 

But holding vp his hands, with filence mercie prayd. 230 

But he fo full of indignation was, 
That to his prayer nought he would incline. 
But as he lay vpon the humbled gras. 
His foot he fet on his vile necke, in figne 
Of feruile yoke, that nobler harts repine. 
Then letting him arife like abie£l thrall. 
He g^n to him obie£l his haynous crime. 
And to reuile, and rate, and recreant call. 

And laftly to defpoyle of knightly bannerall. 

And after all, for greater infamie, 240 

He by the heeles him hung vpon a tree, 
And baffuld fo, that all which paffed by. 
The pi£lure of his punifhment might fee, 
And by the like enfample warned bee, 
How euer they through treafon doe trefpaffe. 
But tume we now backe to that Ladie free^ 
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Whom late we left ryding vpon an Affe, 
Led by a Carle and foole, which by her fide did paffe. / 

She was a Ladie of great dignitie, 

And lifted vp to honorable place, 250 

Famous through all the land of Faerie, 
Though of meane parentage and kindred bafe. 
Yet deckt with wondrous giftes of natures grace, 
That all men did her perfon much admire, 
And praife the feature of her goodly face, 
The beames whereof did kindle louely fire 

In th' harts of many a knight, and many a gentle fquire. 

But (he thereof grew proud and infolent, 

That none (he worthie thought to be her fere, 

But fcornd them all, that loue vnto her ment : 260 

Yet was (he lou'd of many a worthy pere ; 

Vnworthy (he to be belou'd fo dere. 

That could not weigh of worthineffe aright 

For beautie is more glorious bright and clere, 

The more it is admir'd of many a wight. 

And nobleft (he, that ferued is of nobleft knight 

But this coy Damzell thought contrariwize, 

That fuch proud looks would make her prayfed more ; 

And that the more (he did all loue defpize, 

The more would wretched louers her adore. 270 

What cared (he, who f ighed for her fore. 

Or who did wayle or watch the wearie night ? 

Let them that lift, their luckle(re lot deplore ; 

1, 260, : for ; , and 1, 261, ; for ,^accepted. 



A 



Cant F/Z] FAERIE QVEENE. 187 

She was borne free, not bound to any wight. 
And fo would euer Hue, and loue her owne delight. 

Through fuch her ftubbome ftifnefle, and hard hart, 
Many a wretch, for want of remedie, 
Did languifh long in lifeconfuming fmart, 
And at the laft through dreary dolour die : 
Whyleft / (he, the Ladie of her libertie, 280 

Did boaft her beautie had fuch foueraine might. 
That with the onely twinckle of her eye. 
She could or faue, or fpill, whom (he would hight 

What could the Gods doe more, but doe it more aright ? 

But loe the Gods, that mortall follies vew. 
Did worthily reuenge this maydens pride ; 
And nought regarding her fo goodly hew, 
Did laugh at her, that many did deride, 
Whileft (he did weepe, of no man mercifide. 
For on a day, when Cupid kept his court, 2 90 

As he is wont at each Saint Valentide, 
Vnto the which all louers doe refort. 

That of their loues fuccelTe they there may make report. 

It fortun'd then, that when the roules were red. 
In which the names of all loues folke were fyled. 
That many there were miflfing, which were ded, 
Or kept in bands, or from their loues exyled, 
Or by fome other violence defpoyled. 
Whidi when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth. 
And doubting to be wronged, or beguyled, 300 

\, 280^ (the.. . libertie) : 1. 2g^ < roUes ' : 1. 295, * wich,* 
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He bad his eyes to be vnblindfold both, 
That he might fee his men, and mufter them by oth. 

Then found he many miffing of his crew, 

Which wont doe fuit and feruice to his might ; 
Of whom what was becomen, no man knew. 
Therefore a lurie was impaneld ftreight, 
Tenquire of them, whether by force, or Height, 
Or their owne guilt, they were away conuayd. 
To whom foule Infamie^ and fell Defpight 
Gaue euidence, that they were all betrayd, 3 1 

And murdred cruelly by a rebellious Mayd. / 

Fayre Mirabella was her name, whereby 

Of all thofe crymes (he there indited was : 

All which when Cupid heard, he by and by 

In great difpleafure, wild a Capias 

Should iifue forth, t'attach that fcornefull lafTe. 

The warrant ftraight was made, and therewithall 

A Baylieffe errant forth in port did paffe. 

Whom they by name there Portamare did call^ 
He which doth fummon louers to Loues iudgement halU-'^" 

The damzell was attacht, and fhortly brought 32K: ^i 

Vnto the barre, whereas fhe was arrayned : 
But (he thereto nould plead, nor anfwere ought ' 
Euen for ftubborne pride, which her reftrayned. 
So iudgement paft, as is by law ordayned 
In cafes like ; which when at lad (he faw. 
Her ftubborne hart, which loue before difdayned, 
Gan ftoupe, and falling downe with humble aVve, 

Cryde mercie, to abate the extremitie of law. 

L 320, capital L — accepted : 1. 326, ; for , —accepted. 



6W. P7I.2 PAMRIE qyitBNi:, 189 

The fonne of Vettus who is myld by kynd, 330 

But where he is prouokt with peeuiflmeffe^ 
Vnto her prayers piteoufly encl)md, 
And did the rigour of his doome repreflfe ; 
Yet not fo freely, but that nathelefle 
He vnto her a penance did impofe : 
Which was, that through this worlds wyde Mrildemes 
She wander fhould in companie of thofe, 
Till (he had fau'd fo many loues, as (he did lofe. 

So now (he had bene wandring two whole yeares 

Throughout the world, in this vncomely cafe, 340 

Wafting her goodly hew in heauie teares, 

And her good dayes in dolorous difgrace : 

Yet / had (he not in all thefe two yeares fpace, 

Saued but two ; yet in two yeares before. 

Through her difpiteous pride, whileft loue lackt place. 

She had deftroyed two and twenty more. 

Am me^ how could her loue make half amends there- 
fore. 

AjdA now (he was vppon the weary way. 

When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene, 
Met her in fuch miflfeeming foule array ; 350 

The whiles that mighty man did her demeane 
With all the euill termes and cruell meane. 
That he could make ; And eekc that angry foole 
Which followed her, with curfed hands vncleane 
Whipping her horfe, did with his fmarting toole 
Oft whip her dainty felfe, and much augment her doole. 

^ 335> : for , : 1. 336^Dr Morris inadvertently records * tkrogh * as '96 
^dkig, while it is Uhrou^h' \ 1. 344, ; for ,— accepted. 
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Ne ought it mote auaile her to entreat 

The one or th'other, better her to vfe : 

For both fo wilfull were and obftinate, 

That all her piteous plaint they did refufe, 360 

And rather did the more her beate and brufe. 

But mod the former villaine, which did lead 

Her tyreling iade, was bent her to abufe ; 

Who though fhe were with wearineffe nigh del&d, 
Yet would not let her lite, nor reft a little ftead. 

For he was fterne, and terrible by nature, 
And eeke of perfon huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the meafure of mans ftature, 
And rather like a Gjrant monftruous. 
For footh he was defcended of the hous 370 

Of thofe old Gyants, which did warres darraine 
Againft the heauen in order battailous. 
And fib to great OrgoliOy which was flaine 

By ArthurCy when as Vnas Knight he did maintaine. / 

His lookes were dreadfull, and his fiery eies 

Like two great Beacons, glared bright and wyde, 

Glauncing afkew, as if his enemies 

He fcomed in his ouerweening pryde ; 

And ftalking ftately like a Crane, did ftryde 

At euery ftep vppon the tiptoes hie, 38C> 

And all the way he went, on euery fyde 

He gaz'd about, and ftared horriblie, 

As if he with his lookes would all men terrifie. 

He wore no armour, ne for none did care, 
As no whit dreading any lining wight ; 

^ 363* ' tyrlh^^ (1679) : 1. 376, (lik* . . . Beacons), 
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But in a Jacket quilted richly rare, 
Vpon checklaton he was ftraungely dight, 
And on his head a roll of linen plight, 
Like to the Mores of Malaber he wore ; 
With which his locks, as blacke as pitchy night, 390 
Were bound about, and voyded from before, 
And in his hand a mighty yron club he bore. 

This was DifdaitUy who led that Ladies horfe (plains. 
Through thick & thin, through mountains & throu|^ 
Compelling her, wher (he would not by force 
Haling her palfrey by the hempen raines. 
But that fame foole, which mod increaft her paines. 
Was Scome^ who hauing in his hand a whip, 
Her therewith yirks, and ftill when fhe complaines. 
The more he laughes, and does her clofely quip, 400 

To fee her fore lament, and bite her tender lip. 

Whofe cruell handling when that Squire beheld, 
And faw thofe villaines her fo vildely vfe, 
His gentle heart with indignation fweld, 
And could no lenger beare fo great abufe, 
As / fuch a Lady fo to beate and brufe ; 
But to him ftepping, fuch a llroke him lent. 
That forft him th'halter from his hand to loofe. 
And maugre all his might, backe to relent : 

Efe had he fiirely there bene flaine, or fowlyflient. 

The villaine wroth for greeting him fo fore, 4 1 1 

Gathered him felfe together foone againe, 
And with his yron batton, which he bore. 
Let driue at him fo dreadfully amaine, 

1. 403, *vilelf.' 
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That for his fafety he did him conflraine 
To glue him ground, and (hift to euery fide, 
Rather then once his burden to fuftaine : 
For booteleffe thing him feemed, to abide, 
So mighty blowes, or proue the puiiTaunce of his prid< 

Like as a MaftifTe hauing at a bay 42 

A faluage Bull, whofe cruell homes doe threat 
Defperate daunger, if he them afTay, 
Traceth his ground, and round about doth beat. 
To fpy where he may fome aduauntage get ; 
The whiles the beaft doth rage and loudly rore, 
So did the Squire, the whiles the Carle did fret, 
And fume in his difdainefull mynd the more, 

And oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahound fwore. 

Natheleffe fo fharpely ftill he him purfewd. 

That at aduantage him at laft he tooke, 43* 

When his foote dipt (that flip he dearely rewd,) 
And with his yron club to ground him ftrooke; 
Where ftill he lay, ne out of fwoune awooke. 
Till heauy hand the Carle vpon him layd. 
And bound him faft : Tho when he vp did looke. 
And faw him felfe captiu'd, he was difmayd, 

Ne powre had to withftand, ne hope of any ayd. / 

Then vp he made him rife, and forward fare, 
Led in a rope, which both his hands did bynd ; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him fpare, 44 
But with his whip him following behynd, 
Him often fcourg'd, and forft his feete to fynd : 
And other whiles with bitter mockes and mowes 
He would him fcorne, that to his gentle mynd 
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Was much more grieuous, then the others blowes : 
Words fharpely wound, but greateft griefe of fcoming 
growes. 

The faire Serenay when (he faw him fall 

Vnder that villaines club, then furely thought 

That flaine he was, or made a wretched thrall, 

And fled away with all the fpeede (he mought, 450 

To feeke for fafety, which long time (he fought : 

And paft through many perils by the way, 

Ere fhe againe to Calepine was brought ; 

The which difcourfe as now I muft delay, 

Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further fay. 



VIII, 13 ^ 
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Cant, I VIII . 





Prince Arthure ouercomes Difdaine^ 
Quites Mirabell from dreed : 

Serena^ found of ScUuages^ 
By Calefine is freed. 





^"m^"^. 



YE gentle Ladies, in whofe foueraine powre 
Loue hath the glory of his kingdome left, 
And in th'hearts of men, as your eternall dowre, 
In yron chaines, of liberty bereft, 
Deliuered hath into your hands by gift ; loi 

Be well aware, how ye the fame doe vfe, 
That pride doe not to tyranny you lift ; 
Leafl if men you of cruelty accufe, 
He from you take that chiefedome, which ye doe abufe= 

And as ye foft and tender are by kynde, 
Adornd with goodly gifts of beauties grace. 
So be ye foft and tender eeke in mynde ; 
But cruelty and hardneffe from you chace, 
That all your other praifes will deface, 
And from you turne the loue of men to hate. ^ 
Enfample take of Mirabellaes cafe, 

1. 4, , after * Serena ' — ^accepted. 
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Who from the high degree of happy (late, 
Fell into wretched woes, which fhe repented late. 

Who after thraldome of the gentle Squire, 
Which fhe beheld with lamentable eye, 
Was touched with compaffion entire. 
And much lamented his calamity,/ 
That for her fake fell into mifery : 
Which booted nought for prayers, nor for threat 
To hope for to releafe or mollify ; 30 

For aye the more, that fhe did them entreat 

The more they him mifufl:, and cruelly did beat. 

So as they forward on their way did pas, 
Him flill reuiling and aflflifling fore, 
They met Prince Arthure with Sir EniaSy 
(That was that courteous Knight, whom he before 
Hauing fubdew*d, yet did to life reftore,) 
To whom as they approcht, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to punifh more, 
Scourging and haling him more vehement ; 40 

As if it them fhould grieue to fee his punifhment. 

The Squire him felfe when as he faw his Lord, 
The witneffe of his wretchedneffe, in place, 
Was much afham'd, that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog was led in captiue cafe, 
And did his head for bafhfulneffe abafe, 
As loth to fee, or to be feene at all : 
Shame would be hid. But when as Enias 
Beheld two fuch, of two fuch villaines thrall, 

His manly mynde was much emmoued therewithal!. 50 

1. 32, * mi/uTd: 
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And to the Prince thus fayd ; See you Sir Knight, 

The greateft fhame that euer eye yet faw ? 

Yond Lady and her Squire with foule defpight 

Abufde, againfl all reafon and all law, 

Without regard of pitty or of awe. 

See how they doe that Squire beat and reuile ; 

See how they doe the Lady hale and draw. 

But if ye pleafe to lend me leaue a while, 
I will them foone acquite, and both of blame afToile. 

The / Prince affented, and then he ftreight way 6c 

Difmounting light, his fhield about him threw, 
With which approching, thus he gan to fay ; 
Abide ye caytiue treachetours vntrew, 
That haue with treafon thralled vnto you 
Thefe two, vnworthy of your wretched bands; 
And now your crime with cruelty purfew. 
Abide, and from them lay your loathly hands ; 

Or elfe abide the death, that hard before you (lands. 

The villaine ftayd not aunfwer to inuent, 

But with his yron club preparing way, 7c 

His mindes fad meflage backe vnto him fent ; 
The which defcended with fuch dreadfuU fway, 
That feemed nought the courfe thereof could ftay : 
No more then lightening from the lofty (ky. 
Ne lift the Knight the powre thereof affay, 
Whofe doome was death, but lightly flipping by, 

Vnwares defrauded his intended deftiny. 

And to requite him with the like againe, 
^With his fliarpe fword he fiercely at him flew, 
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And ftrooke fo ftrongly, that the Carle with paine 
Saued him felfe, but that he there him flew : 8 1 

Yet fau'd not fo, but that the bloud it drew, 
And gaue his foe good hope of viftory. 
Who therewith flefht, vpon him fet anew, 
And with the fecond ftroke, thought certainely 
To haue fupplyde the firft, and paide the vfury. 

But Fortune aunfwerd not vnto his call ; 
For as his hand was heaued vp on hight, 
The villaine met him in the middle fall. 
And with his club bet backe his brondyron bright / 
So forcibly, that with his owne hands might 91 

Rebeaten backe vpon him felfe againe. 
He driuen was to ground in felfe defpight ; 
From whence ere he recouery could gaine. 

He in his necke had fet his foote with fell difdaine. 

With that the foole, which did that end awayte, 
Came running in, and whilefl on ground he lay, 
Laide heauy hands on him, and held fo flrayte, 
That downe he kept him with his fcornefull fway, 
So as he could not weld him any way. 100 

The whiles that other villaine went about 
Him to haue bound, and thrald without delay ; 
The whiles the foole did him reuile and flout, 

Threatning to yoke them tow & tame their corage fl:out. 

As when a fl;urdy ploughman with his hynde 
By ftrength haue ouerthrowne a ftubborne fteare. 
They downe him hold, and faft with cords do bynde, 
Till they him force the buxome yoke to beare : 



1. ic», * wield * : 1. 104, * two.* 
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So did thefe two this Knight oft tiig and teare. 
Which when the Prince beheld, there (landing by, 
He left his lofty fteede to aide him neare, 1 1 1 

And buckling foone him felfe, gan fiercely fly 
Vppon that Carle, to faue his friend from ieopardy. 

The villaine leaning him vnto his mate 
To be captiuM, and handled as he lift, 
Himfelfe addreft vnto this new debate. 
And with his club him all about fo blift, 
That he which way to turne him fcarcely wift : 
Sometimes alpft he layd, fometimes alow ; 
Now here, now there, and oft him neare he mift ; 
So doubtfully, that hardly one could know 121 

Whether more wary were to giue or ward the blow. 

But / yet the Prince fo well enured was 

With fuch huge ftrokes, approued oft in fight, 
That way to them he gaue forth right to pas. 
Ne would endure the daunger of their might. 
But wayt aduantage, when they downe did light. 
A.t laft the caytiue after long difcourfe. 
When all his ftrokes he faw auoyded quite, 
Refolued in one t'aflemble all his force, 1 3 

And make one end of him without ruth or remorfe. 

His dreadfull hand he heaued vp aloft. 
And with his dreadfull inftrument of yre, 
Thought fure haue pownded him to powder foft, 
Or deepe emboweld in the earth entyre : 
But Fortune did not with his will confpire. 
For ere his ftroke attayned his intent, 

1. 134, * pawHtiiJ* 
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The noble childe preuenting his def ire, 
Vnder his club with wary boldneffe went, 
And fmote him on the knee, that neuer yet was bent. 

It neuer yet was bent, ne bent it now, 141 

Albe the ftroke fo ftrong and puiffant were. 
That feem'd a marble pillour it could bow : 
But all that leg, which did his body beare, 
It crackt throughout, yet did no bloud appeare ; 
So as it was vnable to fupport 
So huge a burden on fuch broken geare, 
But fell to ground, like to a lumpe of durt ; 

Whence he affayd to rife, but could not for his hurt. 

Eftfoones the Prince to him full nimbly ftept, 150 

And leaft he fhould recouer foote againe, 
His head meant from his fhoulders to haue fwept. 
Which when the Lady faw, Ihe cryde amaine ; / 
Stay ftay, Sir Knight, for loue of God abftaine, 
From that vnwares ye weetleffe doe intend ; 
Slay not that Carle, though worthy to be flaine : 
For more on him doth then him felfe depend ; 

My life will by his death haue lamentable end. 

He ftaide his hand according her def ire, 

Yet nathemore him fuffred to arize ; 160 

But ftill fuppreffing gan of her inquire, 
What meaning mote thofe vncouth words comprize, 
That in that villaines health her fafety lies : 
That, were no might in man, nor heart in Knights, 
Which durft her dreaded reflcue enterprize, 

1. 143, : for ,— accepted, and 1. 148 , ; for , : 1. 155, * From* accepted 
for ^/w-' of 1596. 
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Yet heauens them felues, that fauour feeble rights, 
Would for it felfe redreffe, and punifti fuch defpights. 

Then burfting forth in teares, which gufhed f$ift 
Like many water ftreames, a while fhe ftayd ; 
Till the Iharpe paffion being ouerpaft 170 

Her tongue to her reftord, then thus Ihe fayd ; 
Nor heauens, nor men can me moft wretched mayd 
Deliuer from the doome of my defart, 
The which the God of loue hath on me layd, 
And damned to endure this direfuU fmart, 

For penaunce of my proud and hard rebellious hart 

In prime of youthly yeares, when firft the flowre 
Of beauty gan to bud, and bloofme delight, 
And nature me endu'd with plenteous dowre, 
Of all her gifts, that pleafde each liuing fight, 1 8 
I was belou'd of many a gentle Knight, 
And fude and fought with all the feruice dew : 
Full many a one for me deepe groand and fight, 
And to the dore of death for forrow drew, 

Complayning out on me, that would not on them re^v^- 

But / let them loue that lift, or Hue or die ; 
Me lift not die for any louers doole : 
Ne lift me leaue my loued libertie, 
To pitty him that lift to play the foole : 
To loue my felfe I learned had in fchoole. 1 9^ 

Thus I triumphed long in louers paine. 
And fitting careleffe on the fcorners ftoole. 
Did laugh at thofe that did lament and plaine : 

But all is now repayd with intereft againe. 

1 183, 'figh't: 
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For loe the winged God, that woundeth harts, 
Caufde me be called to accompt therefore, 
And for reuengement of thofe wrongfull fmarts, 
Which I to others did inflidl afore, 
Addeem'd me to endure this penaunce fore ; 
That in this wize, and this vnmeete array, 200 

With thefe two lewd companions, and no more, 
Difdaine ^xiAScorne^ I through the world fhould ftray, 

Till I haue fau'd fo many, as I earft did flay. 

Certes (fayd then the Prince) the God is iuft. 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples fpoile. 
For were no law in loue, but all that Iuft, 
Might them opprefle, and painefuUy turmoile. 
His kingdome would continue but a while. 
But tell me Lady, wherefore doe you beare 
This bottle 'thus before you with fuch toile, 210 

And eeke this wallet at your backe arreare. 

That for thefe Carles to carry much more comely were? 

Here in this bottle (fayd the fory Mayd) 

I put the teares of my contrition, 

Till to the brim I haue it full defrayd : 

And in this bag which I behinde me don, / 

I put repentaunce for things paft and gon. 

Yet is the bottle leake, and bag fo torne, 

That all which I put in, fals out anon ; 

And is behinde me trodden downe of Scorne^ 220 
Who mocketh all my paine, & laughs the more I mourn. 

The Infant hearkned wifely to her tale. 

And wondred much at Cupids iudg'ment wife. 
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That could fo meekly make proud hearts auale, 
And wreake him felfe on them, that him defpife. 
Then fuffred he Difdaine vp to arife, 
Who was not able vp him felfe to reare, 
By meanes his leg through his late luckleffe prife, 
Was crackt in twaine, but by his foolilh feare 
Was holpen vp, who him fupported (landing neare. 230 

But being vp, he lookt againe aloft, 
As if he neuer had receiued fall ; 
And with fterne eye-browes ftared at him oft. 
As if he would haue daunted him with all : 
And ftanding on his tiptoes, to feeme tall, 
Downe on his golden feete he often gazed. 
As if fuch pride the other could apall ; 
Who was fo far from being ought amazed, 

That he his lookes defpifed, and his boaft difpraized. 

Then turning backe vnto that captiue thrall, 240 

Who all this while flood there bef ide them bound, 
Vnwilling to be knowne, or feene at all. 
He from thofe bands weend him to haue vnwound. 
But when approching neare, he plainely found. 
It was his owne true groome, the gentle Squire, 
He thereat wext exceedingly aftound, 
And him did oft embrace, and oft admire, 

Ne could with feeing fatisfie his great defire. 

Meane / while the Saluage man, when he beheld 

That huge great foole oppreffing th'other Knight, 250 

1. 229, ^feert^ 
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Whom with his weight vnweldy downe he held, 
He flew vpon him, like a greedy kight 
Vnto fome carrion offered to his fight, 
And downe him plucking, with his nayles and teeth 
Gan him to hale, and teare, and fcratch, and bite ; 
And from him taking his owne whip, therewith 
So fore him fcourgeth, that the bloud downe followeth. 

And fure I weene, had not the Ladies cry 
Procur'd the Prince his cruell hand to ftay. 
He would with whipping, him haue done to dye: 260 
But being checkt, he did abftaine (Ireight way, 
And let him rife. Then thus the Prince gan fay ; 
Now Lady f ith your fortunes thus difpofe, 
That if ye lift haue liberty, ye may, 
Vnto your felfe I freely leaue to chofe. 

Whether I fliall you leaue, or from thefe villaines lofe. 

Ah nay Sir Knight (fayd (he) it may not be, 
But that I needes muft by all meanes fulfill 
This penaunce, which enioyned is to me, 
Leaft vnto me betide a greater ill ; 270 

Yet no leffe thankes to you for your good will. 
So humbly taking leaue, fhe turnd afide, 
But Arthur e with the reft, went onward ftiil 
On his firft queft : in which did him betide 

A great aduenture, which did him from them deuidc. 

But firft it falleth me by courfe to tell 
Of faire Serena : who as earft you heard,. 

1. 274, : for ,— accepted : and so 1. 277. 
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When firft the gentle Squire at variaunce fell 
With thofe two Carles, fled faft away, afeard / 
Of villany to be to her inferd : 28 

So frelh the image of her former dread, 
Yet dwelling in her eye, to her appeard, 
That euery foote did tremble, which did tread, 
And euery body two, and two (he foure did read. 

Through hils & dales, through bulhes & through brerej 
Long thus Ihe fled, till that at laft fhe thought 
Her felfe now pafl: the perill of her feares. 
Then looking round about, and feeing nought. 
Which doubt of daunger to her offer mought, 
She from her palfrey lighted on the plaine, 
And fitting downe, her felfe a while bethought 
Of her long trauell and turmoyling paine ; 

And often did of loue, and oft of lucke complaine. 

And euermore fhe blamed Calepine^ 

The good Sir Calepiney her owne true Knight, 
As th'onely author of her wofuU tine : 
For being of his loue to her fo light, 
As her to leaue in fuch a piteous plight. 
Yet neuer Turtle truer to his make. 
Then he was tride vnto his Lady bright : 
Who all this while endured for her fake. 

Great perill of his life, and reftlefle paines did take. 

Tho when as all her plaints, fhe had difplayd, 
And well difburdened her engrieued brefl, 
Vpon the graffe her felfe adowne fhe layd ; 
Where being tyrde with trauell, and oppreft 

1. 288, , for . — accepted. 
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With forrow, (he betooke her felfe to reft. 
There whileft in Morpheus bofome fafe (he lay, 
FearelefTe of ought, that mote her peace moleft, 
Falfe Fortune did her fafety betray, 310 

/nto a ftraunge mifchaunce, that menaced her decay. 

n / thefe wylde deferts, where (he now abode, 
There dwelt a faluage nation, which did liue 
Of ftealth and fpoile, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders ; ne did giue 
Them felues to any trade, as for to driue 
The painefull plough, or cattell for to breed, 
Or by aduentrous marchandize to thriue ; 
But on the labours of poore men to feed, 

^J:id feme their owne neceiTities with others need. 320 

'Hereto they vfde one moft accurfed order. 

To eate the fle(h of men, whom they mote fynde, 
And ftraungers to deuoure, which on their border 
Were brought by errour, or by wreckfuU wynde. 
A monftrous cruelty gainft courfe of kynde. 
They towards euening wandring euery way, 
To feeke for booty, came by fortune blynde. 
Whereas this Lady, like a (heepe aftray, 

f ow drowned in the depth of (leepe all feareleiTe lay, 

»oone as they fpide her, Lord what gladfuU glee 330 
They made amongft them felues ; but when her face 
Like the faire yuory (hining they did fee. 
Each gan his fellow folace and embrace, 

11. 316-18^ (as , . . thriue) : 1. 327, {fy . , . blind). 
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For toy of fuch good hap by heauenly grace. 
Then gan they to deuize what courfe to take : 
Whether to flay her there vpon the place, 
Or fuffer her out of her fleepe to wake, 
And then her eate attonce ; or many meales to make. 

The beft aduizement was of bad, to let her 
Sleepe out her fill, without encomberment : 
For fleepe they fayd would make her battill better. 
Then when (he wakt, they all gaue one confent, / 
That f ince by grace of God (he there was fent, 
Vnto their God they would her facrifize ; 
Whofe (hare, her guiltleflfe bloud they would prefe 
But of her dainty fle(h they did deuize 

To make a common feaft, & feed with gurmandize. 

So round about her they them felues did place 
Vpon the gralTe, and diuerfely difpofe, 
As each thought beft to fpend the lingring fpace. 3 
Some with their eyes the dainteft morfels chofe ; 
Some praife her paps, fome praife her lips and noJ 
Some whet their kniues, and ftrip their elboes bar^ • 
The Prieft him felfe a garland doth compofe 
Of fineft flowres, and with full buf ie care 

His blpudy veflfels wa(h, and holy fire prepare. 

The Damzell wakes : then all attonce vpftart, 
And round about her flocke, like many flies, 
Whooping, and hallowing on euery part, 
As if they would haue rent the brafen (kies. 360 

1. 343> 'fith'-. 1. 344, ; for ,— accepted ; 1. 351, ^daintieft'x 1- Z^ 
\ for , — accepted : 1. 359, * hoUowing.^ 
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ich when (he fees with ghaftly griefTul eies, 
heart does quake, and deadly pallid hew 
umbes her cheekes : Then out aloud (he cries, 
are none is nigh to heare, that will her rew, 
rods her golden locks, and fnowy brefls embrew. 

1 bootes not : they hands vpon her lay ; 
I firft they fpoile her of her iewls deare, 
1 afterwards of all her rich array ; 
which amongft them they in peeces teare, 
I of the pray each one a part doth beare. 
^ being naked, to their fordid eyes 371 

: goodly threafures of nature appeare : 
ich as they view with luftfuU fantafyes, 
^(heth to him felfe, and to the reft enuyes. 

joiorie necke, her alablafter breft, 
paps, which like white f ilken pillowes were, 
loue in foft delight thereon to reft; 

• tender fides, her bellie white and clere, 

ich like an Altar did it felfe vprere, 

offer facrifice diuine thereon ; 380 

goodly thighes, whofe glorie did appeare 

s a triumphall Arch, and thereupon 

K>iles of Princes hang'd, which were in battel won. 

daintie parts, the dearlings of delight, 
ch mote not be prophan'd of common eyes, 
•fe villeins vew'd with loofe lafciuious fight, 
1 clofely tempted with their craftie fpyes ; 

L 370, ^frey ' : 1. 378, , after '/Wfj'— accepted. 
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And fome of them gan mongft themfelues deuize, 
Thereof by force to take their beaftly pleafure. 
But them the Pried rebuking, did aduize 3S 

To dare not to pollute fo facred threafure, 
Vow*d to the gods: religio held euen theeues in meafun 

So being ftayd, they her from thence direfted 
Vnto a little groue notfarre afyde, 
In which an altar fhortly they erecSled, 
To flay her on. And now the Euentyde 
His brode black wings had through the heauens wy( 
By this difpred, that was the tyme ordayned 
For fuch a difmall deed, their guilt to hyde : 
Of few greene turfes an altar foone they fa)med, 4c 

And deckt it all with flowres, which they nigh hand o 
tayned. 

Tho when as all things readie were aright, 
The Damzell was before the altar fet, 
Being alreadie dead with fearefull fright. 
To whom the Prieft with naked armes full net / 
Approching nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 
Gan mutter clofe a certaine fecret charme, 
With other diuelifli ceremonies met : 
Which doen he gan aloft t'aduance his arme, 

Whereat they fhouted all, and made a loud 
alarme. 4 '' 

Then gan the bagpypes and the homes to (hrill, 
And flirieke aloud, that with the peoples voyce 
Confufed, did the ayre with terror fill. 
And made the wood to tremble at the noyce : 
The whyles fhe wayld, the more they did reioyce, 
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Now mote ye vnderftand that to this groue 
Sir Calepine by chaunce, more then by choyce, 
The felfe fame euening fortune hether droue, 
As he to feeke Serena through the woods did roue. 

Long had he fought her, and through many a foyle 420 
Had traueld flill on foot in heauie armes, 
Ne ought was tyred with his endleffe toyles, 
Ne ought was feared of his certaine harmes : 
And now all weetleffe of the wretched ftormes, 
In which his loue was lofl, he flept full faft, 
Till being waked with thefe loud alarmes, 
He lightly ftarted vp like one aghafl, 

And catching vp his arms flreight to the noife forth pad. 

There by thVncertaine glims of ftarry night, 

And by the twinckling of their facred fire, 430 

He mote perceiue a litle dawning fight 
Of all, which there was doing in that quire : 
Mongft whom a woman fpoyld of all attire 
He fpyde, lamenting her vnluckie ftrife. 
And groning fore from grieued hart entire ; 
Eftfoones he faw one with a naked knife 
I^eadie to launch her brefl, and let out loued life. 

M^ith / that he thrufts into the thickeft throng, 
And euen as his right hand adowne defcends, 
He him preuenting, layes on earth along, 440 

And facrifizeth to th'infernall feends. 

1* 422, ' toyle * — oQother of Spenser's neglects, so hard for the Purists 
*iid finical : L 429, * glimfe ' : 1. 437, * lauitceJ* 
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Then to the reft his wrathfull hand he bends ; 
Of whom he makes fuch hauocke and fuch hew, 
That fwarmes of damned foules to hell he fends : 
The reft that fcape his fword and death efchew, 
Fly like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons vew. 

From them returning to that Ladie backe. 
Whom by the Altar he doth fitting find, 
Yet fearing death, and next to death the lacke 
Of clothes to couer, what fliee ought by. kind : 450 
He firft her hands beginneth to vnbind, 
And then to queftion of her prefent woe ; 
And afterwards to cheare with fpeaches kind. 
But flie for nought that he could fay or doe, 

One word durft fpeake, or anfwere him a whit thereto. 

So inward fliame of her vncomely cafe 

She did conceiue, through care of womanhood. 

That though the night did couer her difgrace. 

Yet ftie in fo vnwomanly a mood, 

Would not bewray the ftate in which fhe ftood. 460 

So all that night to him vnknowen fhe paft. 

But day, that doth difcouer bad and good, 

Enfewing, made her knowen to him at laft : 

The end whereof He keepe vntill another caft. 

1. 442, ; for , — accepted ; 1. 450, *Jhee * for * they * of '96 — accepted : 
ib., : for , — substituted ; and 1. 451, , for ; . 
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Cant. IX. 

m 

^ *T* Co/iavy ;Mb iw/>l il/^/i Ar 
^^ ♦ij* and httesfayre Paftorell ; 

^^ ^0. Coridon enuies Aim, yet he 
» T ^^ »'// rewards him well, 

NOw tume againe my teme thou lolly fwayne, 
Backe to the furrow which I lately left ; 
I lately left a furrow, one or twayne 
Vnplough'd, the which my coulter hath not cleft : 
Yet feem'd the foyle both fayre and frutefull eft, lo 
As I it paft, that were too great a fliame, 
That fo rich frute fliould be from vs bereft ; 
Befide the great dilhonour and defame, 
Which fhould befall to Calidores immortall name. 

Great trauell hath the gentle Calidore 
And toyle endured, fith I left him laft 
Sewing the Blatant beajl ; which I forbore 
To finifh then, for other prefent haft. 
Full many pathes and perils he hath paft, (plaines 
Through hils, through dales, throgh forefts, & throgh 
In that fame queft which Fortune on him caft, 20 

1. 17, ; for , — accepted. 
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Which he atchieued to his owne great gaines, 
Reaping eternall glorie of his reftleffe paines. 

So fharply he the Monfter did purfew, 
That day nor night he fuffred him to reft, 
Ne refted he himfelfe but natures dew, 
For dread of daunger, not to be redreft, 
If / he for flouth forflackt fo famous queft. 
Him firft from court he to the citties courfed, 
And from the citties to the townes him preft, 30 
And from the townes into the countrie forfed, 

And from the country back to priuate farmes he fcorfed. 

From thence into the open fields he fled. 

Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their neat. 

And fhepheards finging to their flockes, that fed, 

Layes of fweete loue and youthes delightful! heat : 

Him thether eke for all his fearefull threat 

He followed faft, and chaced him fo nie, 

That to the folds, where Iheepe at night doe feat. 

And to the litle cots, where fhepherds lie 40 

In winters wrathfull time, he forced him to flie. 

There on a day as he purfew'd the chace. 

He chaunft to fpy a fort of (hepheard groomes, 

Playing on pypes, and caroling apace, 

The whyles their beafts there in the budded broomes 

Bef ide them fed, and nipt the tender bloomes : 

For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 

To whom Sir Calidore yet fweating comes, 

1. 21, capital F— accepted : 1. 26, {but . . . cUw) : 1. 37, ^ thither ^ vsA 
so 1. 50; and (^for , , threat) : 1. 41, *ttme* — Church and Upton suggest 
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And them to tell him courteoufly befought, 
If fuch a beaft they faw, which he had thether brought 

They anfwer'd him, that no fuch beaft they faw, 5 1 

Nor any wicked feend, that mote offend 
Their happie flockes, nor daunger to them draw : 
But if that fuch there were (as none they kend) 
They prayd high God them farre from them to fend. 
Then one of them him feeing fo to fweat, 
After his rufticke wife, that well he weend, 
Offred him drinke, to quench his thirilie heat, 

And if he hungry were, him offred eke to eat / 

The knight was nothing nice, where was no need, 60 
And tooke their gentle offer : fo adowne 
They prayd him fit, and gaue him for to feed 
Such homely what, as femes the fimple clowne. 
That doth deffrife the dainties of the towne, 
Tho hauing fed his fill, he there befyde 
Saw a faire damzell, which did weare a crowne 
Of fundry flowres, with f ilken ribbands tyde, 

Yclad in home-made greene that her owne hands had 
dyde. 

Vpon a litle hillocke fhe was placed 
Higher then all the reft, and round about 70 

Enuiron'd with a girland, goodly graced, 
Of louely laffes, and them all without 
The luftie (hepheard fwaynes fate in a rout ; 
The which did pype and f ing her prayfes dew, 
And oft reioyce, and oft for wonder fliout, 

!* Sit {iAat . . . weend) : 1. 67, , for .—accepted : 1. 73, ; for , — 
wdtttted. 
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As if fome miracle of heauenly hew 
Were downe to them defcended in that earthly vew. 

And foothly fure (he was full fayre of face, 
And perfeftly well (hapt in euery lim, 
Which (he did more augment with modeft grace, 8c 
And comely carriage of her count'nance trim. 
That all the reft like leffer lamps did dim : 
Who her admiring as fome heauenly wight. 
Did for their foueraine goddeffe her efteeme, 
And caroling her name both day and night, 

The fayreft Pajlorella her by name did hight. 

Ne was there heard, ne was there fhepheards fwayne 
But her did honour, and eke many a one 
Burnt in her loue, and with fweet pleaf ing payne 
Full many a night for her did figh and grone : 90 
But / moft of all the (hepheard Coridon 
For her did languifh, and his deare life fpend ; 
Yet neither (he for him, nor other none 
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend : 

Though meane her lot, yet higher did her mind afcend. 

Her whyles Sir Calidore there vewed well, 
And markt her rare demeanure, which him feemed 
So farre the meane of (hepheards to excell. 
As that he in his mind her worthy deemed, 
To be a Princes Paragone efteemed ; lO^ 

He was vnwares furprifd in fubtile bands 
Of the blynd boy, ne thence could be redeemed 

1. 100, ; for , — accepted. 
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By any (kill out of his cruell hands ; 
Caught like the bird, which gazing ftill on others (lands. 

So ftood he ftill long gazing thereupon, 
Ne any will had thence to moue away, 
Although his queft were farre afore him gon ; 
But after he had fed, yet did he ftay. 
And fate there ftill, vntill the flying day 
Was farre forth fpent, difcourfing diuerfly no 

Of fundry things, as fell, to worke delay ; 
And euermore his fpeach he did apply 

To th'heards, but meant them to the damzels fantazy. 

By this the moyftie night approching faft, 
Her deawy humour gan on th'earth to (hed, 
That warn'd the (hepheards to their homes to haft 
Their tender flocks, now being fully fed, 
For feare of wetting them before their bed ; 
Then came to them a good old aged fyre, 
Whofe f iluer lockes bedeckt his beard and hed, 1 20 
With (hepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre, 

That wild the damzell rife ; the day did now expyre. / 

He was to weet by common voice efteemed 
The father of the fayreft Pajlorell, 
And of her felfe in very deede fo deemed ; 
Yet was not fo, but as old ftories tell 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 
In th'open fields an Infant left alone. 
And taking vp brought home, and nourfed well 

1. 103, ; for ,— accepted : 1. iii, , after *yi//*-— accepted^ 1. 122, *w»//'^.» 
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As his owne chyld ; for other he had none, 130 

That fhe in traft of time accompted was his owne. 

She at his bidding meekely did arife, 

And ftreight vnto her litle flocke did fare : 
Then all the reft about her rofe likewife, 
And each his fundrie fheepe with feuerall care 
Gathered together, and them homeward bare : 
Why left euerie one with helping hands did ftriue 
Amongft themfelues, and did their labours (hare. 
To helpe faire Pajiorella^ home to driue 

Her fleecie flocke ; but Coridon moft helpe did giue. 

But Melibae (fo hight that good old man) 141 

Now feeing Calidore left all alone. 
And night arriued hard at hand, began 
Him to inuite vnto his fimple home ; 
Which though it were a cottage clad with lome. 
And all things therein meane, yet better fo 
To lodge, then in the faluage fields to rome. 
The knight full gladly foone agreed thereto, 

Being his harts owne wifti, and home with him did go. 

There he was welcomed of that honeft fyre, 150 

And of his aged Beldame homely well ; 
Who him befought himfelfe to difattyre. 
And reft himfelfe, till fupper time befell. 
By/ which home came the fay reft Pajlorell; 
After her flocke (he in their fold had tyde : 
And fupper readie dight, they to it fell 

L. 155, : for , — Receipted. 
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With fmall adoe, and nature fatisfyde, 
The which doth litle craue contented to abyde. 

Tho when they had their hunger flaked well, 

And the fayre mayd the table ta'ne away, 160 

The gentle knight, as he that did excell 
In courtefie, and well could doe and fay, 
For fo great kindnefle as he found that day, 
Gan greatly thanke his hod and his good wife ; 
And drawing thence his fpeach another way, 
Gan highly to commend the happie life, 
^Vhich Shepheards lead, without debate or bitter ftrife. 

How much (fayd he) more happie is the ftate. 
In which ye father here doe dwell at eafe, 
Leading a life fo free and fortunate, 1 70 

From all the tempefts of thefe worldly feas, 
Which toffe the reft in daungerous difeafe ? 
Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked enmitie 
iDoe them afflict, which no man can appeafe ; 
That certes I your happineffe enuie, 

-Ajid wifli my lot were plaft in fuch felicitie. 

Surely my fonne (then anfwer'd he againe) 
If happie, then it is in this intent. 
That hauing fmall, yet doe I not complaine 
Of want, ne wifh for more it to augment, 1 80 

But doe my felfe, with that I haue, content | . 
So taught of nature, which doth litle need . 
Of forreine helpes to lifes due nourifluaent : 
The fields my food, my flocke my rayment breed ; 
No better doe I weare, no better doe I feed. 

1. 174, ; for ,— accqptcd. 
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Therefore I doe not any one enuy, 
Nor am enuyde of any one therefore ; 
They that haue much, feare mu^h to loofe thereby, 
And ftore of cares doth follow riches ftore. 
The litle that I haue growes dayly more 1 90 

Without my care, but onely to attend it ; 
My lambes doe euery yeare increafe their fcore, 
And my flockes father daily doth amend it. (it ? 

What haue I, but to praife th' Almighty, that doth fend 

To them, that lift, the worlds gay (howes I leaue. 
And to great ones fuch follies doe forgiue. 
Which oft through pride do their owne perill weaue. 
And through ambition downe themfelues doe driue 
To fad decay, that might contented Hue. 
Me no fuch cares nor combrous thoughts offend, 200 
Ne once my minds vnmoued quiet grieue, 
But all the night in filuer fleepe I fpend. 

And all the day, to what I lift, I doe attend. 

Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed foe 
Vnto my Lambes, and him diflodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne I praftife from the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her kidde how to conuay ; 
Another while I baytes and nets difplay. 
The birds to catch, or fifties to beguyle : 
And when I wearie am, I downe doe lay 210 

' My limbes in euery ftiade, to reft from toyle, (boyle. 

And drinke of euery brooke, when thirft my throte doth 

The time was once, in my firft prime of yeares, 
When pride of youth forth pricked my def ire, 
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That I difdain'd amongft mine equall peares 
To follow fheepe, and fhepheards bafe attire : 
For /further fortune then I would inquire. 
And leauing home, to roiall court I fought ; 
Where I did fell my felfe for yearely hire, 
And in the Princes gardin daily wrought : 220 

There I beheld fuch vaineneffe, as I neuer thought. 

With fight whereof foone cloyd, and long deluded 
With idle hopes, which them doe entertaine, 
After I had ten yeares my felfe excluded 
From natiue home, and fpent my youth in vainei 
I gan my follies to n(iy felfe to plaine. 
And this fweet peace, whofe lacke did then appeare, 
Tho backe returning to my (heepe againe, 
I from thenceforth haue learn'd to loue more deare 

This lowly quiet life, which I inherite here. 230 

Whyleft thus he talkt, the knight with greedy eare 
Hong ftill vpon his melting mouth attent ; 
Whofe fenfefull words empierft his hart fo neare. 
That he was rapt with double rauifhment, 
Both of his fpeach that wrought him great content. 
And alfo of the obieft of his vew. 
On which his hungry eye was alwayes bent ; 
That twixt his pleafing tongue and her faire hew, 

He loft himfelfe, and like one halfe entraunced grew. 

Yet to occafion meanes, to worke his mind, 240 

And to inf inuate his harts defire. 
He thus replyde ; Now furely fyre, I find. 
That all this worlds gay fhowes, which we admire, 

1. 234, ^ wrapt^ 
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Be but vaine fhadowes to this fafe retyre 
Of life, which here in lowlineffe ye lead, 
Feareleffe of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yre, 
Which toffeth ftates, and vnder foot dotfi tread . 
The mightie ones, affrayd of euery chaunges dread. / 

That euen I which daily doe behold 

The glorie of the great, mongft whom I won, 250 

And now haue prou'd, what happineffe ye hold 

In this fmall plot of your dominion, 

Now loath great Lordfliip and ambition ; 

And wifh th'heauens fo much had graced mee, 

As graunt me Hue in like condition ; 

Or that my fortunes might tranfpofed bee 
From pitch of higher place, vnto this low degree. 

In vaine (faid then old Melibce) doe men 
The heauens of their fortunes fault accufe, 
Sith they know beft^ what is the beft for them : 260 
For they to each fuch fortune doe diffufe, 
As they doe know each can mod aptly vfe. 
For not that, which men couet moft, is beft, 
Nor that thing worft, which men do moft refufe ; 
But fitteft is, that all contented reft 

With that they hold : each hatb his fortune in his 
breft. 

It is the mynd, that maketh good or ill. 

That maketh wretch or happie, rich "or poore : 
For fome, that hath abundance at his will, 
Hath not enough, but wants in greateft ftore ; 270 
And other that hath litle, afkes no more. 
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But in that litle is both rich and wife. 
For wifedome is moft riches ; fooles* therefore 
They are, which fortunes doe by vowes deuize, 
Sith each vnto himfelfe his life may fortunize. 

Since then in each mans feif (faid Calidare) 
It is, to fafhion his owne lyfes eftate, 
Giue leaue awhyle, good father, in this fhore 
To reft my barcke, which hath bene beaten late 280 
With / ftormes of fortune and tempeftuous fate, 
In feas of troubles and of toylefome paine, 
That whether quite from them for to retrate 
I fhall refolue, or backe to turne againe, 

I may here with your felfe fome fmall repofe obtaine. 

Not that the burden of fo bold a gueft 

Shall chargefuU be, or chaunge to you at all ; 
For your meane food fhall be my daily feaft, 
And this your cabin both my bowre and hall. 
Befides for recompence hereof, I fhall 290 

You well reward, and golden guerdon giue, 
That may perhaps you better much withall, 
And in this quiet make you fafer Hue. 

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it driue. 

But the good man, nought tempted with the offer 
Of his rich mould, did thruft it farre away, 
And thus befpake ; Sir knight, your bounteous proffe 
Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill difplay 
That mucky made, the caufe of mens decay, 
That mote empaire my peace with daungers dread. 
But if ye al^ates couet to affay 30 1 
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This f imple fort of life, that (hepheards lead, 
Be it your owne : our rudenelfe to your felfe aread. 

So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell, 

And long while after, whileft him lift remaine, 

Dayly beholding the fayre Pajlorell, 

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane. 

During which time he did her entertaine 

With all kind courtefies, he could inuent ; 

And euery day, her companie to gaine, 3 1 

When to the field fhe went, he with her went : 

So for to quench his fire, he did it more augment. / 

But (he that neuer had acquainted beene 

With fuch queint vfage, fit for Queenes and Kings, 

Ne euer had fuch knightly feruice feene, 

But being bred vnder bafe fhepheards wings. 

Had euer learned to loue the lowly things. 

Did litle whit regard his courteous guize. 

But cared more for Colitis carolings 

Then all that he could doe, or euer deuize: 32^ 

His layes, his loues, his lookes fhe did them all defpiz^ 

Which Calidore perceiuing, thought it beft 
To chaunge the manner of his loftie looke ; 
And doffing his bright armes, himfelfe addreft 
In (hepheards weed, and in his hand he tooke. 
In ftead of fteelehead fpeare, a (hepheards hooke ; 
That who had feene him then, would haue bethougtit 
On Phrygian Paris by Plexippus brooke, 

U. 316-17 within ( ) : 1. 320, * «/V : 1. 324-— Church suggests ^he drefl' : 
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When he the loue of fayre Oenane fought, 
What time the golden apple was vnto him brought 330 

So being clad, vnto the fidds he went 
With the faire Pajlorella euery day, 
And kept her (heepe with diligent attent. 
Watching to driue the rauenous Wolfe away, 
The whyleft at pleafure (he mote fport and play ; 
And euery euening helping them to fold : 
And otherwhiles for need, he did aflay 
In his ftrong hand their rugged teats to hold, 

Ajid out of them to prefTe the milke : loue fo much 
could. 

Which feeing Caridon^ who her likewife 340 

Long time had lou'd, and hop'd her loue to gaine, 
He much was troubled at that (Iraungers guize, 
And many geaious thoughts conceiu'd in vaine. 
That / this of all his labour and long paine 
Should reap the harueft, ere it ripened were ; 
That made him fcoule, and pout, and oft complaine 
Of Pajlorell to all the (hepheards there, 

That (he did loue a (Iranger fwayne then him more dere. 

And euer when he came in companie. 

Where Calidore was prefent, he would loure, 350 

And byte his lip, and euen for gealoufie 

Was readie oft his owne hart to deuoure. 

Impatient of any paramoure : 

Who on the other fide did feeme fo farre 

From malicing, or grudging his good houre, 

1, 345, ; for , — accepted^ 
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That all he could, vhe graced him with her, 
Ne euer (hewed figne- of rancour or of iarre. 

And oft, when CorrVaSc^if vnto. her brought 
Or litle fparrowes, ftolen from' their neft, 
Or wanton fquirrels, in the woods farre fought, 36 
Or other daintie thing for her addreft, 
He would commend his guift, and make the beft. 
Yet fhe no whit his prefents did regard, 
Ne him could find to fancie in her breft : 
This newcome fhepheard had his market mard. 

Old loue is litle worth when new is more prefard. 

One day when as the fhepheard fwaynes together 
Were met, to make their fports and merrie glee, 
As they are wont in faire funfhynie weather, 
The whiles their flockes in fhadowes (hrouded bee, 
They fell to daunce : then did they all agree, 371 
That Colin Clout fhould pipe as one moil fit ; 
And Calidore fhould lead the ring, as hee 
That mofl in PaftoreUaes grace did fit 

Thereat frown'd Condon^ and his lip clofely bit / 

But Calidore of courteous inclination 

Tooke Coridony and fet him in his place, 

That he fhould lead the daunce, as was his fafhion ; 

For Coridon could daunce, and trimly trace. 

And when as Pajlorella^ him to grace, 380 

Her flowry garlond tooke from her owne head. 

And plafl on his, he did it foone difplace. 

And did it put on Coridons in (lead : 

Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earft feemed dead. 

1. 372> capital C— accepted in ' CUmt^^ 
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Another time, when as they did difpofe 
To pra6Hfe games, and maifteries to try, 
They for their ludge did Pajlorella chofe ; 
A garland was the meed of viftory. 
There Caridan forth ftepping openly, 
Did chalenge Calidore to wreftling game : 390 

For he through long and perfeft induftry, 
Therein well pra£lifd was, and in the fame 

Thought fure t*auenge his grudge, & worke his foe great 
fhame. 

But Calidore he greatly did miftake ; 

For he was ftrong and mightily ftiffe pight, 

That with one fall his necke he almofl brake. 

And had he not vpon him fallen light, 

His deareft ioynt he fure had broken quight. 

Then was the oaken crowne by Pajlorell 

Giuen to Calidore^ as his due right ; 400 

But he, that did in courtefie excell, 

Gaue it to Coridon^ and faid he wonne it well. 

Thus did the gentle knight himfelfe abeare 
Amongfl: that rufticke rout in all his deeds. 
That euen they, the which his riuals were. 
Could not maligne him, but commend him needs : 
For / courtefie amongft the rudeft breeds 
Good will and fauour. So it furely wrought 
With this faire Mayd, and in her mynde the feeds 
Of perfect loue did fow, that laft forth brought 4 1 o 

*lTie fruite of ioy and bliffe, though long time dearely 
bought 

I 407, : after * hreeds * removed : 1. 411, * /oughts suggested by Church. 
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Thus Calidore continued there long time, 
To winne the loue of the faire PaJiorell\ 
Which hauing got, he vfed without crime 
Or blamefull blot, but menaged fo well. 
That he of all the reft, which there did [d]well, 
Was fauoured, and to her grace commended. 
But what ftraunge fortunes vnto him befell. 
Ere he attained the point by him intended, 

Shall more conueniently in other place be ended. 



Cant. X. 






^iis^i 












tJl^^ 





Calidore fees the Graces daunce^ 

To Colins melody: 
The whiles his Paftorell is led, 

nto captiuiiy. 
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WHo now does follow the foule Blatant L 
Whileft Calidore does follow that 
Mayd, 
VnmyndfuU of his vow and high beheaft. 
Which by the Faery Queene was on him layd, 
That he fhould neuer leaue, nor be delayd 
From chacing him, till he had it attchieued ? 
But now entrapt of loue, which him betrayd, 

1. 416, < well ' in '96 and 1609— text an obvkms aaicction, as in 161 
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He mindeth more, how he may be relieued 
With grace from her, whofe loue his heart hath fore en- 
grieued. / 

That from henceforth he meanes no more to few 
His former quell, fo full of toile and paine ; 
Another queft, another game in vew 
He hath, the guerdon of his loue to gaine : 
With whom he myndes for euer to remaine, 
And fet his reft amongft the rufticke fort, 20 

Rather then hunt ftill after fhadowes vaine 
Of courtly fauour, fed with light report. 

Of euery blafte, and fayling alwaies in the port. 

Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be, 
From fo high ftep to ftoupe vnto fo low. 
For who had tafted once (as oft did he) 
The happy peace, which there doth ouerflow. 
And prou'd the perfeft pleafures, which doe grow 
Amongft poore hyndes, in hils, in woods, in dales, 
Would neuer more delight in painted fliow 30 

Of fuch falfe bliffe, as there is fet for ftales, 

T'entrap vnwary fooles in their eternall bales. 

For what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
Like to one fight, which Calidore did vew ? 
The glaunce whereof their dimmed eies would daze, 
That neuer more they fliould endure the fhew 
Of that funne-fhine, that makes them looke afkew. 
Ne ought in all that world of beauties rare, 
(Saue onely Glotianaes heauenly hew 

1. 23, * in ' accepted for * ^n * of '96. 
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To which what can compare ? ) can it compare ; 40 
The which as commeth now, by courfe I will declare. 

One day as he did raunge the fields abroad, 
Whileft his faire Pajiorella was elfewhere, 
He chaunfl to come, far from all peoples troad, 
Vnto a place, whofe pleafaunce did appere 
To / paffe all others, on the earth which were : 
For all that euer was by natures (kill 
Denized to worke delight, was gathered there, 
And there by her were poured forth at fill. 

As if this to adome, fhe all the reft did pill. 50 

It was an hill, plafte in an open plaine, 

That round about was bordered with a wood 

Of matchleffe hight, that feem'd th'earth to difdaine — 

In which all trees of honour ftately ftood, 

And did all winter as in fommer bud, 

Spredding pauilions for the birds to bowre, 

Which in their lower braunches fung aloud ; 

And in their tops the foring hauke did towre, 

Sitting like King of fowles in maiefty and powre. 

• 

And at the foote thereof, a gentle flud & c 

His f iluer wanes did foftly tumble downe, 
Vnmard with ragged moffe or filthy mud ; 
Ne mote wylde beaftes, ne mote the ruder clowne 
Thereto approch, ne filth mote therein drowne : 
But Nymphes and Faeries by the bancks did fit, 
In the woods fhade, which did the waters crowne, 

1. 49, ;/f//'->//f but qu. 'war? I 1. 51, , after '^i^'— accepted: l^ 
for , — accepted, and so L 62. 



Cani.X.^ FAERIE QVEENE. 229 

Keeping all noyfome things away from it, 
-And to the waters fall tuning their accents fit 

-And on the top thereof a fpacious plaine 

Did fpred it felfe, to feme to all delight, 70 

Either to daunce, when they to daunce would faine, 

Or elfe to courfe about their bafes light ; 

Ne ought there wanted, which for pleafure might 

Def ired be, or thence to banifh bale : 

So pleafauntly the hill with equall hight, 

Did feeme to ouerlooke the lowly vale ; 

Therefore it rightly cleeped was mount Acidale. / 

They fay that Venus^ when (he did difpofe 
Her felfe to pleafaunce, vfed to refort 
Vnto this place, and therein to repofe 80 

And reft her felfe, as in a gladfome port, 
Or with the Graces there to play and fport ; 
That euen her owne Cytheron, though in it 
She vfed moft to keepe her royall court. 
And in her foueraine Maiefty to fit. 

She in r^[ard hereof refufde and thought vnfit 

Vnto this place when as the Elfin Knight 
Approcht, him feemed that the merry found 
Of a ihrill pipe he playing heard on hight. 
And manyfeete faftt humping th'hoUow ground, 90 
That through the woods their Eccho did rebound. 
He nigher drew, to weete what mote it be ; 
There he a troupe of Ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfuU glee, 
Vnd in the midft a Shepheard piping he did fee. 
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He durft not enter into th'open greene, 
For dread of them vnwares to be defcryde, 
For breaking of their daunce, if he were feene ; 
But in the couert of the wood did byde, 
Beholding all, yet of them vnefpyde. lOO 

There he did fee, that pleafed much his fight, 
That euen he him felfe his eyes enuyde, 
An hundred naked maidens lilly white. 

All raunged in a ring, and dauncing in delight 

All they without were raunged in a ring. 

And daunced round ; but in the midft of them 
Three other Ladies did both daunce and fing. 
The whileft the reft them round about did hemme, 
And / like a girlond did in compafle ftemme : 
And in the middeft of thofe fame three, was placed^ 
Another Damzell, as a precious gemme, 1 1^ i 

Amidft a ring moft richly well enchaced, 

That with her goodly prefence all the reft much grac^^l. 

Looke how the Crowne, which Ariadne wore 
Vpon her yuory forehead that fame day 
That Thefeus her vnto his bridale bore, 
When the bold Centaures made that bloudy fray 
With the fierce Lapitkes, which did them difihay ^ 
Being now placed in the firmament, 
Through the bright heauen doth her beams diff^la/, 
And is vnto the ftarres an ornament, "121 

Which round about her moue in order excellent 

Such was the beauty of this goodly band, 

Whofe fundry parts were here too long to tell : 

1. 115, , after ' day * removed, as in 1609 : 11. I17-18 within ( h 
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But (he that in the midft of them did ftand, 
Seem'd all the reft in beauty to excell, 
Crownd with a rofie girlond, that right well 
Did her befeeme. And euer, as the crew 
About her daunft, fweet flowres, that far did fmell, 
And fragrant odours they vppon her threw; 1 30 

But moft of all, thofe three did her with gifts endew. 

Thofe were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Handmaides of Venus, which are wont to haunt 
Vppon this hill, and daunce there day and night : 
Thofe three to men all gifts of grace do graunt, 
And all, that Vetms in her felfe doth vaunt. 
Is borrowed of them. But that faire one. 
That in the midft was placed parauaunt. 
Was ftie to whom that fliepheard pypt alone, 

That made him pipe fo merrily, as neuer none. / 140 

She was to weete that ioUy Shepheards lafle. 
Which piped there vnto that merry rout : 
That ioUy ftiepheard, which there piped, was 
Poore Colin Clout (who knowes not Colin Clout ?) 
He p}rpt apace, whileft they him daunft about. 
Pype ioUy ftiepheard, pype thou now apace 
Vnto thy loue, that made thee low to lout ; 
Thy Loue is prefent there with thee in place, 

Thy Loue is there aduaunft to be another Grace. 

Much wondred Calidore at this ftraunge fight, 150 

' Whofe like before his eye had neuer feene, 

L 142, : for , — accepted : IL 148-9, capital L— accepted. 
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And (landing long aftonifhed in fpright. 
And rapt with pleafaunce, wift not what to weene ; 
Whether it were the traine of beauties Queene, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, or enchaunted (how, 
With which his eyes mote haue deluded beene. 
Therefore refoluing, what it was, to know, 
Out of the wood he rofe, and toward them did go. 

But foone as he appeared to their vew, 

They vanifht all away out of his fight, 1 60 

And cleane were gone, which way he neuer knew ; 
All faue the fliepheard, who for fell defpight 
Of that difpleafure, broke his bag-pipe quight. 
And made great mone for that vnhappy tume. 
But Calidorey fiiough no leffe fory wight, 
For that mifhap, yet feeing him to moume, 

Drew neare, that he the truth of all by him mote leame. 

And firft him greeting, thus vnto him fpake ; 
Haile ioUy (hepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Here leadeft in this goodly merry make, i/cz 

Frequented of thefe gentle Nymphes alwayes, 
Which / to thee flocke, to heare thy louely layes ; 
Tell me, what mote thefe dainty Damzels be. 
Which here with thee doe make their pleafant playes- 
Right happy thou, that mayfl them freely fee : 

But why when I them faw, fled they away from me ? 

Not I fo happy anfwerd then that fwaine. 

As thou vnhappy, which them thence didft chace, - 

L 168, ; for , — ^accepted : 1. 170, ' merry'tnakeJ* 
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Whom by no meanes thou canft recall againe ; 
For being gone, none can them bring in place, 1 80 
But whom they of themfelues lift fo to grace. 
Right fory I, (faide then Sir Calidare^ 
That my ill fortune did them hence difplace. 
But fince things pafled none may now reftore, (fore. 
Tell me, what were they all, whofe lacke thee grieues fo 

Tho gan that fhepheard thus for to dilate ; 

Then wote thou fhepheard, whatfoeuer thou bee. 

That all thofe Ladies, which thou faweft late. 

Are Venus Damzels, all within her fee. 

But difiering in honour and degree : 1 90 

They all are Graces, which on her depend, 

Befides a thoufand more, which ready bee 

Her to adome, when fo (he forth doth wend : 

^ut thofe three in the midft, doe chiefe on her attend. 

They are the daughters of (ky-ruling lone, ' 
By him b^ot of faire Eurynome, 
The Oceans daughter, in this pleafant groue, 
As he this way comming from feaftfuU glee. 
Of Thetis wedding with AEacidee. 
In fommers (hade himfelfe here refted weary. 200 
The firft of them hight mylde Euphrofyne, 
Next faire Aglaia, laft Thalia merry : 
^eete Godde(res all three which me in mirth do cherry./ 

^fe three on men all gracious gifts beftow, 
Vhich decke the body or s^dome the mynde, 

f9, ; for , —not (.) as in 1609 : 1. 199, * AEacidee* for * AEcidee* of 
ccepted. 
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To make them louely or well fauoured (how. 
As comely carriage, entertainement kynde^ 
Sweete femblaunt, friendly offices that bynde, 
And all the complements of curtef ie : 
They teach vs, how to each degree and kynde 
We (hould our felues demeane, to low, to hie ; 
To friends, to foes, which (kill men call Ciuility. 

Therefore they alwaies fmoothly feeme to fmile, 
That we likewife fhould mylde and gentle be, 
And alfo naked are, that without guile 
Or falfe diflemblaunce all them plaine may fee, 
Simple and true from couert malice free : 
And eeke them felues fo in their daunce they bore. 
That two of them ftill forward feemd to bee, 
But one ftill towards (hew'd her felfe afore ; 22 

That good fhould from vs goe, then come in greater 
ftore. 

Such were thofe GoddeiTes, which ye did fee ; 

But that fourth Mayd, which there amidft the tracf=sd, 

Who can aread, what creature mote fhe bee, 

Whether a creature, or a goddefle graced 

With heauenly gifts from heuen iirft enraced ? 

But what fo fure (he was, fhe worthy was, 

To be the fourth with thofe three other placed : 

Yet was fhe certes but a countrey. laffe, 

Yet fhe all other countrey laiTes farre did paffe. 2? Jo 

So farre as doth the daughter of the day, 
All other leffer lights in light excell. 
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So farre doth (he in beautyfull array, 
Aboue all other lafles beare the bell : 
Ne / leffe in vertue that befeemes her well, 
Doth (he exceede the reft of all her race ; 
For which the Graces that here wont to dwell, 
Haue for more honor brought her to this place, 
And graced her fo much to be another Grace. 

Another Grace (he well deferues to be, 240 

In whom fo many Graces gathered are. 
Excelling much the meane of her degree ; 
Diuine refemblaunce, beauty foueraine rare, 
Firme Chaftity, that fpight ne blemifh dare ; 
All which (he with fuch courtefie doth grace, 
That all her peres cannot with her compare, 
But quite are dimmed, when fhe is in place. 

She made me often pipe and now to pipe apace. 

Sunne of the world, great glory of the (ky, 

That all the earth doeft lighten with thy rayes, 250 

Great Gloriana^ greateft Maiefty, 

Pardon thy (hepheard, mongft fo many layes. 

As he hath fung of thee in all his dayes, 

To make one minime of thy poore handmayd. 

And vndemeath thy fcete to place her prayfe ; 

That when thy glory (hall be farre difplayd 

To future age of her this mention may be made. 

AVhen thus that fhepherd ended had his fpeach, 
Sayd Calidore ; Now fure it yrketh mee, 
That to thy bli(re I made this luckelefTe breach, 260 
As now the author of thy bale to be, 

1. 234, : for ,— accepted : 1. 236, ; for ,— accepted, and so L 255. 
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Thus to bereaue thy Loues deare fight from thee : 
But gentle Shepheard pardon thou my (hame. 
Who raihly fought that, which I mote not fee. 
Thus did the courteous Knight excufe his blame, 
And to recomfort him, all comely meanes did frame. ^ 

In fuch difcourfes they together fpent 

Long time, as fit occaf ion forth them led ; 
With which the Knight him felfe did much content 
And with delight his greedy fancy fed, 27 

Both of his words, which he with reafon red ; 
And alfo of the place, whofe pleafures rare 
With fuch regard his fences rauifhed. 
That thence, he had no will away to fare, 

But wiflit, that with that fhepheard he mote dwelling 
fhare. 

But that enuenid fting, the which of yore, 
His poyfnous point deepe fixed in his hart 
Had left, now gan afrefh to rancle fore, 
And to renue the rigour of his fmart : 
Which to recure, no (kill of Leaches art 2 

Mote him auaile, but to retume againe 
To his wounds worker, that with louely dart 
Dinting his breft, had bred his reftleffe paine, 

Like as the wounded Whale to fhore flies frd the m 

So taking leaue of that fame gentle fwaine. 
He backe returned to his rufticke wonne, 
Where his faire PaftoreUa did remaine : 
To whome in fort, as he at firfl b^onne, 

L a6a, capital L— accepted : 1. 2S0, in '96 < Which* 
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He daily did apply him felfe to donne 
All de\^ull feruice, voide of thoughts impure : 290 
Ne any paines ne perill did he fhonne, 
By which he might her to his loue allure, 
^Jid liking in her yet vntamed heart procure. 

kiid euermore the (hepheard Caridon^ 
What euer thing he did her to aggrate, 
Did ftriue to match with ftrong contention, 
And all his paines did clofely emulate ; 
Whether / it were to caroll, as they fate 
Keeping their (heepe, or games to exercize, 
Or to prefent her with their labours late ; 300 

Through which if any grace chaunft to arize 

^o him, the Shepheard ftreight with iealouf ie did frize. 

ine day as they all three together went 
To the greene wood, to gather ftrawberies, 
"There chaunft to them a daungerous accident ; 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did rife, 
That with fell clawes full of fierce gourmandize, 
And greedy mouth, wide gaping like hell gate, 
Did runne at Pajlorell^ her to furprize : 
Whom fhe beholding, now all defolate 310 

^an cry to them aloud, to helpe ere all too late. 

»^hich Coridon firft hearing, ran in haft 
To refkue her, but when he faw the feend, 
Through cowherd feare he fled away as faft, 
Ne djurft abide the daunger of the end ; 

L 289, , removed after ' donne ' as in 1609 and placed after */eruue ' : 

• 290^ * impure '—correction of '96 misprint * impare * : 1. 309, , after 
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His life he fteemed dearer then his frend. 
But Calidare foone comming to her ayde, 
When he the bead faw ready now to rend 
His Loues deare fpoile, in which his heart was prayde, 
He ran at him enraged in (lead of being frayde. 320 

He had no weapon, but his fhepheards hooke, 
To feme the vengeaunce of his wrathful! will ; 
With which fo ftemely hg the monfter ftrooke, 
That to the ground aftonifhed he fell ; 
Whence ere he could recou'r, he did him quell, 
And hewing off his head, [he] it prefented 
Before the feete of the faire Pajlorell \ 
Who fcarcely yet from former feare exempted, 

A thoufand times him thankt, that had her death pre- 
uented. / 

From that day forth (he gan him to aflTeft, 330 

And daily more her fauour did augment ; 
But Coridan for cowherdize reieft, 
Fit to keepe (heepe, vnfit for loues content : 
The gentle heart fcornes bafe difparagement 
Yet Calidore did not defpize him quight, 
But vfde him friendly for further intent. 
That by his fellow(hip, he colour might 

Both his eftate, and loue, from (kill of any wight 

So well he woo'd her, and fo well he wrought her, 
With humble feruice, and with daily fute, 340 

!• 3I9> capital L — accepted : 1. 320, ^enra^d^i 1. 322, ; for , — ^accepted : 
1. 326, ^ he^ filled in as a dear inadvertent omission : 1. 332, *anvardiu^\ 
1. 338, , after * Imc '—accepted. 
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That at the laft vnto his will he brought her ; 
Which he fo wifely well did profecute, 
That of his loue he reapt the timely fnite, 
And ioyed long in dofe felicity : 
Till fortune fraught with malice, blinde, and brute, 
That enuies louers long profperity, 
Blew vp a bitter ftorme of foule aduerf ity. 

It fortuned one day, when Ccdidorc 
Was hunting in the woods (as was his trade) 
A lawleffe people, Brigants hight of yore, 350 

That neuer vfde to liue by plough nor fpade. 
But fed on fpoile and booty, which they made 
Vpon their neighbours, which did nigh them border, 
The dwelling of thefe fhepheards did inuade. 
And fpoyld their houfes, and them felues did murder ; 

And droue away their flocks, with other much diforder. 

Amongft the reft, the which they then did pray. 
They fpoyld old Melibee of all he had, 
And all his people captiue led away ; 
Mongft which this luckleiTe mayd away was lad, 360 
Faire / Pajiorella^ forrowfull and fad, 
Moft forrowfull, moft fad, that euer fight, 
Now made the fpoile of theeues and Brigants bad, 
Which was the conqueft of the gentleft Knight, 

TTiat euer Hu'd, and th'onely glory of his might. 

With them alfo was taken Coridon^ 

And carried captiue by thofe theeues away ; 

!• 359» I for » accepted : 1. 36a, ^Jigh't,* 
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Who in the couert of the night, that none 
Mote them defcry, nor reflcue from their pray, 
Vnto their dwelling did them clofe conuay. 370 

Their dwelling in a little Ifland was, 
Couered with fhrubby woods, in which no way 
Appeard for people in nor out to pas. 
Nor any footing fynde for ouergrowen gras. 

For vndemeath the ground their way was made, 
Through hollow caues, that no man mote difcouer 
For the thicke fhrubs, which did them alwaies fhade 
From view of liuing wight, and couered ouer : 
But darknefle dred and daily night did houer 
Through all the inner parts, wherein they dwelt. 380 
Ne lightned was with window, nor with louer, 
But with continuall candlelight, which delt 

A doubtfull fenfe of things, not fo well feene, as felt 

Hither thofe Brigants brought their prefent pray, 
And kept them with continuall watch and ward ; 
Meaning fo foone, as they conuenient n)ay. 
For flaues to fell them, for no fmall reward. 
To merchants, which them kept in bondage hard. 
Or fold againe. Now when faire Paftorell 
Into this place was brought, and kept with gard 390 
Of griefly theeues, (he thought her felf in hell. 

Where with fuch damned fiends (he (hould in darknefle 
dwell. / 

But for to tell the dolefuU dreriment. 

And pittifuU complaints, which there (he made, 

J* 379» * drad^ : lA, ^deadly' is suggested by Church : 1. 385, ; for ,— 
accepted. 
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Where day and night fhe nought did but lament 
Her wretched life, (hut vp in deadly fhade, 
And wade her goodly beauty, which did fade 
Like to a flowre, that feeles no heate of funne, 
Which may her feeble leaues with comfort glade. 
But what befell her in that theeuifh wonne, 400 

Will in an other Canto better be begonne. 



Cant. XI. 




The theeuisfall out for Pqftorell, 
Whilefl MeUhee U flame: 

Her CaHdoreJrom them redeemes^ 
And hringUk backe againe. 



♦X 

4 ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦! 

THc ioyes of loue, if they fhould euer laft, 
Without affliflion or difquietneHe, 
That worldly chaunces doe amongil them cad, 
Would be on earth too great a bleflednefle, 
Liker to heauen, then mortall wretchednefle. 10 

Therefore the winged God, to let men weet, 
That here on earth is no fure happinefle, 
A thoufand fowres hath tempred with one fweet, 
To make it feeme more deare and dainty, as is meet. 

II. 395-9 within ( ) : I 400, * And»' 
VIII. 1 6 
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Like as is now befalne to this faire Mayd, 
Faire Pajlorelly of whom is now my fong : 
Who being now in dreadfull darkneHe layd, 
Amongft thofe theeues, which her in bondage ftrong / 
Detaynd ; yet Fortune not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater mifchiefe on her threw, 20 

And forrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
That who fo heares her heauinefle, would rew 

And pitty her fad plight, fo changed from pleafaunt 
hew. 

Whyleft thus (he in thefe hellifli dens remayned, 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts vnreft, 
It fo befell (as Fortune had ordayned) 
That he, which was their Capitaine profeft, 
And had the chiefe commaund of all the reft, 
One day as he did all his prifoners vew, 
With luftfull eyes, beheld that louely gueft, 30 

Faire Pajiorella \ whofe fad mournefull hew 

Like the faire Morning clad in mifty fog did (hew. 

At fight whereof his barbarous heart was fired, 
And inly burnt with flames moft raging i»4iot, 
That her alone he for his part defired 
Of all the other pray, which they had got, 
And her in mynde did to him felfe allot. 
From that day forth he kyndneflfe to her (howed, 
And fought her loue, by all the meanes he mote ; 
With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed : 

And mixed threats among, and much vnto her vowed. 

1. 16, : for , — accepted : 1. 19, ; for , — ^accepted ; and so L 31 : 1. 34» 
^hot' \\, 36, ^prey: 
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But all that euer he could doe or fay, 42 

Her conflant mynd could not a whit remoue, 
Nor draw vnto the lure of his lewd lay, 
To graunt him fauour, or afford him loue. 
Yet ceaft he not to few and all waies proue, 
By which he mote accomplifh his requeft, 
Saying and doing all that mote behoue ; 
Ne day nor night he fuffred her to reft, 

But her all night did watch, and all the day moleft./50 

At lad, when him fhe fo importune faw, 

Fearing leaft he at length the raines would lend 
Vnto his luft, and make his will his law, 
Sith in his powre fhe was to foe or frend ; 
She thought it heft, for fhadow to pretend 
Some (hew of fauour, by him gracing fmall^ 
That (he thereby mote either freely wend, 
Or at more eafe continue there his thrall : 

A little well is lent, that gaineth more withall. 

So from thenceforth, when loue he to her made, 60 
With better tearmes fhe did him entertaine ; 
Which gaue him hope, and did him halfe perfwade, 
That he in time her ioyaunce fhould obtaine. 
But when fhe faw, through that fmall fauours gaine, 
That further, then fhe willing was, he preft ; 
She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine 
A fodaine fickenefTe, which her fore oppreft, 

\nd made vnfit to ferue his lawlefTe mindes beheft. 

By meanes whereof fhe would not him permit 

Once to approch to her in priuity, 70 

1. 51, , after ' /t^*— accepted : and 11. 54, 61, 65, ; for , . 
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But onely mongft the reft by her to fit, 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 
And feeking all things meete for remedy. 
But (he refolu'd no remedy to fynde, 
Nor better cheare to fhew in mifery, 
Till Fortune would her captiue bonds vnbynde : 
Her f ickneffe was not of the body but the m3mde. 

During which fpace that fhe thus ficke did lie, 
It chaunft a fort of merchants, which were wount 
To (kim thofe coaftes, for bondmen there to buy, 80 
And by fuch trafficke after gaines to hunt, 
Arriued / in this Ifle though bare and blunt, 
T'lnquire for flaues ; where being readie met 
By fome of thefe fame theeues at the inftant brunt, 
Were brought vnto their Captaine, who was fet 

By his faire patients fide with forrowfuU regret. 

To whom they fhewed, how thofe marchants were 
Arriu'd in place, their bondflaues for to buy ; 
And therefore prayd, that thofe fame captiues there 
Mote to them for their moft commodity 90 

Be fold, and mongft them fhared equally. 
This their requeft the Captaine much appalled ; 
Yet could he not their iuft demaund deny, 
And willed ftreight the flaues ftiould forth be called, 

And fold for moft aduantage not to be forftalled. 

Then forth the good old Meliboe was brought. 
And CoridoHy with many other moe, 

L 76, : for , not . of 1609 : 1. 82, (thmgh . . . blunf) : 1. 88, ; for ,- 
accepted. 
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Whom they before in diueife fpoyles had caught : 
All which he to the marchants fale did fhowe. 
Till fome, which did the fundry prifoners knowe, 100 
Gan to inquire for that faire (hepherdeiTe, 
Which with the reft they tooke not long agoe, 
And gan her forme and feature to exprefle, 
The more t'augment her price, through praife of com* 
lineiTe. 

To whom the Captaine in full angry wize 
Made anfwere, that the Mayd of whom they fpake, 
Was his owne purchafe and his onely prize, 
With which none had to doe, ne ought partake, 
But he himfelfe, which did that conqueft make ; 
Litle for him to haue one filly laiTe : no 

Befides, through f ickneiTe now fo wan and weake, 
That nothing meet in marchandife to paiTe. (was. / 

So Ihew'd them her, to proue how pale & weake (he 

The fight of whom, though now decayd and mard. 
And eke but hardly feene by candle-light : 
Yet like a Diamond of rich regard, 
In doubtfull (hadow of the darkefome night. 
With ftarrie beames about her fhining bright, 
Thefe marchants fixed eyes did fo amaze. 
That what through wonder, & what through delight, 
A while on her they greedily did gaze, 121 

And did her greatly like, and did her greatly praize. 

• 

At laft when all the reft them oSred were, 
And prifes to them placed at their pleafure, 

L I1I9 1 after ' Be/ides * : 1. 115, : for ,— accepted. 
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They all refufed in regard of her, 
Ne ought would buy, how euer prifd with meafure, 
Withouten her, whofe worth aboue all threafure 
They did efteeme, and offred (lore of gold. 
But then the Captaine fraught with more difpleafure. 
Bad them be flill, his loue fhould not be fold : 130 
The reft take if they would, he her to him would hold. 

Therewith fome other of the chiefeft theeues 
Boldly him bad fuch iniurie forbeare ; 
For that fame mayd, how euer it him greeues, 
Should with the reft be fold before him theare. 
To make the prifes of the reft more deare. 
That with great rage he ftoutly doth denay ; 
And fiercely drawing forth his blade, doth fweare, 
That who fo hardie hand on her doth lay, 

It dearely fhall aby, and death for handfell pay. 140 

Thus as they words amongft them multiply. 

They fall to ftrokes, the frute of too much talke : 

And the mad fteele about doth fiercely fly. 

Not fparing wight, ne leauing any balke, 

But / making way for death at large to walke : 

Who in the horror of the griefly night. 

In thoufand dreadful ftiapes doth mongft them ftalke, 

And makes huge hauocke, whiles the candlelight 

Out quenched, leaues no flcill nor difference of wight 

Like as a fort of hungry dogs ymet i %o 

About fome carcafe by the common way, 
Doe fall together, ftryuing each to get 
The greateft portion of the greedie pray ; 

I. 136, ^fnccs' : 1. 142, : for ,— • accepted : L 153, *^rty*9S before 
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All on confufed heapes themfelues aflay, 
And fnatch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and teare ; 
That who them fees, would wonder at their fray. 
And who fees not, would be affrayd to heare : 
Such was the coniIi£l of thofe cruell Brigants there. 

But firft of all, their captiues they doe kill, 

Leafl they (hould loyne againft the weaker fide, 1 60 

Or rife againft the remnant at their will ; 

Old Melibce is flaine, and him befide 

His aged wife, with many others wide : 

But Coridon efcaping craftily, 

Creepes forth of dores, whilft darknes him doth hide, 

And flyes away as faft as he can hye, 

Ne ftayedi leaue to take, before his friends doe dye. 

But Pajlorellay wofull wretched Elfe, 
Was by the Captaine all this while defended : 
Who minding more her fafety then himfelfe, 170 
His target alwayes ouer her pretended ; 
By meanes whereof, that mote not be amended. 
He at the length was flaine, and layd on ground. 
Yet holding faft twixt both his armes extended 
Fayre Pajlorell^ who with the felfe fame wound 

Launcht through the arme, fell down with him in drerie 
fwound. / 

There lay (he couered with confufed preafle 
Of carcafes, which dying on her fell. 
Tho when as he was dead, the fray gan ceafle. 
And each to other calling, did compell 180 

1. 157, : for (.) : L 163, : for ,— accepted, and 1. 169 : 1. 171, ^protended* 
is suggested by Collier (needlessly). See Glossary, s.v, : I. 176, * Lanf't,* 



248 THE VI. BOOKS OF THE \Cant. XL 

To (lay their cruell hands from (laughter fell. 
Sith they that were the caufe of all, were gone. 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well, 
And lighting candles new, gan fearch anone, 
How many of their friends were (laine, how many fone. 

Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild. 
And in his armes the dreary dying mayd. 
Like a fweet Angell twixt two clouds vphild : 
Her louely light was dimmed and decayd, 
With cloud of death vpon her eyes difplayd ; 190 
Yet did the cloud make euen that dimmed light 
Seeme much more louely in that darkne(re layd, 
And twixt the twinckling of her eye-lids bright, 

To fparke out litle beames, like ftarres in foggie night. 

But when they mou'd the carcafes afide. 

They found that life did yet in her remaine : 
Then all their helpes they bufily applyde. 
To call the foule backe to her home againe ; 
And wrought fo well with labour and long paine, 
That they to life recouered her at laft. 200 

Who f ighing fore, as if her hart in twaine 
Had riuen bene, and all her hart (Irings braft. 

With drearie drouping eyne lookt vp like one aghaft. 

There (he beheld, that fore her grieu'd to fee, 
Her father ancj her friends about her lying. 
Her felfe fole left, a fecond fpoyle to bee 
Of thofe, that hauing faued her from dying, 
Renew'd / her death by timely death denying : 
What now is left her, but to wayle and weepe. 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying? 210 
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Ne cared (he her wound in teares to fteepe, 
Albe with all their might thofe Brigants her did keepe. 

But when they faw her now reliu'd againe, 
They left her fo, in charge of one the beft 
Of many worft, who with vnkind difdaine 
And cruell rigour her did much molefl ; 
Scarfe yeelding her due food, or timely reft. 
And fcarfely fufTring her infeftred wound, 
That fore her payn'd, by any to be dreft, 
So leaue we her in wretched thraldome bound, 220 

And tume we backe to Calidore^ where we him found. 

Who when he backe returned from the wood, 
And faw his (hepheards cottage fpoyled quight. 
And his Loue reft away, he wexed wood, 
And halfe enraged at that ruefull fight ; 
That euen his hart for very fell defpight. 
And his owne flefh he readie was to teare : 
He chauft, he grieu'd, he fretted, and he fight, 
And fared like a furious wyld Beare^ 

Whofe whelpes are ftolne away, flie being otherwhere. 

Ke wight he found, to whom he might complaine, 231 
Ne wight he found, of whom he might inquire ; 
That more increaft the anguifh of his paine. 
He fought the woods ; but no man could fee there, 
He fought the plaines ; but could no tydings heare. 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine rebound ; 
The pla}mes all wafte and emptie did appeare : 

L 213, ' ntm^d* : L 224, capital Lr— accepted : L 225, ; for , and 1. 227, 
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Where wont the (hepheards oft their pypes refound, 
And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one he found./ 

At laft as there he romed vp and downe, 240 

He chaunft one comming towards him to fpy, 
That feem'd to be fome forie f imple clowne, 
With ragged weedes, and lockes vpftaring hye, 
As if he did from fome late daunger fly, 
And yet his feare did follow him behynd : 
Who as he vnto him approched nye, 
He mote perceiue by fignes, which he did fynd, 

That Coridon it was, the filly fhepherds hynd. 

Tho to him running faft, he did not ftay 

To greet him firft, but afkt where were the reft ; 250 
Where Pajlorell ? who full of frefti difmay. 
And gufliing forth in teares, was fo oppreft, 
That he no word could fpeake, but fmit his breft, 
And vp to heauen his eyes ftill ftreming threw. 
Whereat the knight amaz'd, yet did not reft. 
But afkt againe what ment that rufull hew : 

Where was his Pajloreli ? where all the other crew ? 

Ah well away (fayd he then fighing fore) 

That euer I did Hue, this day to fee, 

This difmall day, and was not dead before^ 260 

Before I faw faire PaJlareUa dye. 

Die ? out alas then Calidore did cry : 

How could the death dare euer her to quell ? 

But read thou fhepheard, read what deftiny, 

Or other dyrefuU hap from heauen or hell (tell. 

Hath wrought this wicked deed : doe feare away, and 

1. 266, : for ,-a«ccepted. 
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Tho when the fhepheard breathed had awhile, 
He thus b^an : where fhall I then commence 
This wofull tale ? or how thofe Brigants vyle, 270 
With cniell rage and dreadfull violence 
Spoyld / all our cots, and caried vs from hence ? 
Or how faire Paftorell fiiould haue bene fold 
To marchants, but was fau'd with llrong defence ? 
Or how thofe theeues, whileA one fought her to hold, 

Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and bold. 

In that fame conflict (woe is me) befell 
This fatall chaunce, this dolefull accident, 
Whofe heauy tydings now I haue to tell. 
Firil all the captiues, which they here had hent. 
Were by them flaine by general! confent ; 280 

Old Melibce and his good wife withall 
Thefe eyes faw die, and dearely did lament : 
But when the lot to Paftorell did fall, 

Their Captaine long withftood, & did her death forflall. 

But what could he gainft all them doe alone ? 

It could not boot ; needs mote Ihe die at lall : 

I onely fcapt through great confufione 

Of ayes and clamors, which amongft them paft, 

In dreadfull darknefle dreadfully aghalt ; 

That better were with them to haue bene dead, 290 

Then here to fee all defolate and waft, 

Defppyled of thofe ioyes and ioUyhead, 
Which with thofe gentle Jhepherds here I wmt to kid. 

When Ca&dore thefe ruefull newes had rauj 
His hart quite deaded was with anguifh. 
L 385, ? for }-«cce|itcd: L 991, 'U^htail' 
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And all his wits with doole were nig^ diftraug^t, 
That he his face, his head, his bred did beat. 
And death it felfe vnto himfelfe did threat ; 
Oft curf ing th'heauens, that fo cruell were 
To her, whofe name he often did repeat ; 300 

And wifliing oft, that he were prefent there, 
When (he was flaine, or had bene to her fuccour nere. / 

But after griefe awhile had had his courfe. 
And fpent it felfe in mourning, he at lad 
Began to mitigate his fwelling fourfe, 
And in his mind with better reafon caft, 
How he might faue her life, if life did laft ; 
Or if that dead, how he her death might wreake, 
Sith otherwife he could not mend thing pafl ; 
Or if it to reuenge he were too weake, 310 

Then for to die with her, and his Hues threed to breake. 

Tho Coridon he prayd, fith he well knew 
The readie way vnto that theeuifh wonne, 
To wend with him, and be his condufl trew , 
Vnto the place, to fee what fhould be donne. 
But he, whofe hart through feare was late fordonne, 
Would not for ought be drawne to former drede, 
But by all meanes the daunger knowne did fhonne : 
Yet Calidore fo well him wrought with meed. 

And faire befpoke with words, that he at laft agreed. 

So forth they goe tc^ether (God before) 321 

Both clad in fhepheards weeds agreeably, 

^ And both with fhepheards hookes : But Calidore 
Had vndemeath, him armed priuily. 
Tho to the place when they approched nye. 
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They chaunfl, vpon an hill not farre away, 
Some flockes of fheepe and fhepheards to efpy ; 
To whom they both agreed to take their way, 
In hope there newes to leame, how they mote befl aflay. 

There did they find, that which they did not feaire, 330 
The felfe fame flocks, the which thofe theeues had reft 
From Melibas and from themfel[u]es whyleare, 
And certaine of the theeues there by them left, 
The /which for want of heards themfelues then kept 
Right well knew Coridon his owne late (heepe, 
And feeing them, for tender pittie wept : 
But when he faw the theeues, which did them keepe, 

His hart gan fayle, albe he faw them all afleepe. 

But Calidare recomforting his griefe, 

Though not his feare : for nought may feare difTwade ; 

Him hardly forward drew, whereas the thiefe 341 

Lay fleeping foundly in the buflies fliade. 

Whom Coridofi him counfeld to inuade 

Now all vn wares, and take the fpoyle away; 

But he, that in his mind had clofely made 

A further purpofe, would not fo them flay. 

But gently waking them, gaue them the time of day. 

Tho fitting downe by them vpon the greene. 
Of fundrie things he purpofe gan to faine ; 
That he by them might certaine tydings weene 350 
Of PaftoreUy were ftie aliue or flaine. 
Mongft which the theeues them queftioned againe. 
What mifter men, and eke from whence they were. 
To whom ihey anfwer'd, as did appertaine, 
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That they were poore heardgroomes, the which whylere 
Had fro their maiflers fled, & now fought hyre elfwhere. 

Whereof right glad they feem'd, and offer made 

To hyre them well, if they their flockes would keepe: 
For they themfelues were euill groomes, they fayd, 
Vnwont with heards to watch, or pafture fheepe, 
But to forray the land, or fcoure the deepe. 361 

Thereto they foone agreed and eamefl tooke. 
To keepe their flockes for litle hyre and chepe : 
For they for better hyre did fhortly looke. 

So there all day they bode, till light the fky forfooke. / 

Tho when as towards darkfome night it drew, 

Vnto their hellifh dens thofe theeues them brought ; 
Where fhortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
And all the fecrets of their entrayles fought 
There did they find, contrarie to their thought, 370 
That Pajlorell yet liu'd, but all the reft 
Were dead, right fo as Coridon had taught : 
Whereof they both full glad and blyth did reft. 

But chiefly Calidore^ whom griefe had moft pofleft. 

At length when they occaf ion fitteft found. 
In dead of night when all the theeues did reft 
After a late forray, and flept full found. 
Sir Calidore him arm'd, as he thought beft, 
Hauing of late by diligent inqueft, 
Prouided him a fword of meaneft fort : 380 

With which he flreight went to the Captaines neft 

!• 367* ; for ,— accepted : 1. 370, {cmUrary . , . foughi) : !• 379^ {pjf 
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But CaridoH duril not with him confort, 
Ne durft abide behind, for dread of worfe eifort. 

When to the Caue they came, they found it fail : 
But CaUdore with huge ref iftlefle might, 
The dores aflfayled, and the locks vpbrafL 
With noyfe whereof the theefe awaking light, 
Vnto the entrance ran : where the bold knight 
Encountring him with fmall ref illance flew ; 
The whiles faire Paftoreli through g^reat affright 390 
Was almofl dead, mifdoubting leafl of new 

Some vprore were like that, which lately fhe did vew. 

But when as Calidare was comen in, 
And gan aloud for Paftoreli to call ; 
Knowing his voice although not heard long fin. 
She fudden was reuiued therewithal!. 
And / wondrous joy felt in her fpirits thrall : 
Like him that being long in tempefl toft, 
Looking each houre into deathes mouth to fall, 
At length efpyes at hand the happie coft, 400 

On which he fafety hopes, that earft feard to be loft 

Her gentle hart, that now long feafon paft 
Had neuer ioyance felt, nor chearefull thought, 
Began fome fmacke of comfort new to taft, 
Like lyfuU heat to nummed fenfes brought, 
And life to feele, that long for death had fought ; 
Ne lefTe in hart reioyced CaUdore 
When he her found, but like to one diftraught, 

I. 394, ; for ,— accepted : L 395, {flltliough . , . fin) : I. 405, * HfefuUJ* 
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And robd of reafon, towards her him bore, 
A thoufand times embrafl, and kift a thoufand more. 

But now by this, with noyfe of late vprore, 
The hue and cry was rayfed all about ; 
And all the Brigants flocking in great (lore, 
Vnto the caue gan preafTe, nought hauing dout 
Of that was doen, and entred in a rout 
But Calidare in th'entry clofe did (land, 
And entertayning them with courage ftout, 
Still flew the formoft, that came firft to hand, 

So long till all the entry was with bodies mand. 

Tho when no more could nigh to him approch, 420 
He breath'd his fword, and reded him till day : 
Which when he fpyde vpon the earth t'encrochi 
Through the dead carcafes he made his way ; 
Mongft which he found a fword of better fay, 
With which he forth went into th'open light : 
Where all the reft for him did readie ftay, 
And fierce aifayling him with all their might 

Gan all vpon him lay : there gan a dreadfull fight / 

How many flyes in whotteft fommers day 

Do feize vpon fome beaft, whofe flefh is bare, 430 

That all the place with fwarmes do ouerlay. 

And with their litle flings right felly fare ; 

So many theeues about him fwarming are. 

All which do him afTayle on euery fide, 

And fore oppreffe, ne any him doth fpare: 

But he doth with his raging brond diuide 

Their thickeft troups, & round about him fcattreth wide. 

L 433, ; for .--Acoepted : 1. 429^ *hoiiiJL^ 
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Like as a Lion mongft an heard of dere, 
Difpeifetfa them to catch his choyfeft pray ; 
So did he fly amongft them here and there, 440 
And all that nere him came, did hew and flay, 
Till he had ftrowd with bodies all the way ; 
That none his daunger daring to abide, 
Fled from his wrath, and did themfelues conuay 
Into their caues, their heads from death to hide, 

Ne any left, that vi£lorie to him enuide 

Then backe returning to his deareft deare, 
He her gan to recomfort, all he might. 
With gladfull fpeaches, and with louely cheare, 
And forth her bringing to the ioyous light, 450 

Whereof (he long had lackt the wifhfuU fight, 
Deuiz'd all goodly meanes, from her to driue 
The fad remembrance of her wretched plight. 
So her vneath at lafl he did reuiue. 

That long had lyen dead, and made againe aliue. 

This doen, into thofe theeuifli dens he went, 
And thence did all the fpoyles and threafures take, 
Which they from many long had robd and rent, 
But fortune now the vi6lors meed did make ; 
Of / which the bed he did his Loue betake ; 460 
And alfo all thofe flockes, which they before 
Had reft from MelibcBy and from his make, 
He did them all to Coridon reftore : 

So droue them all away, and his Loue with him bore. 

n. 460, 464, capital L — accepted : 1. 462, , after * Meliba ' — accepted : 
1 463, : substituted for (.). 
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Cant. I XII. 



h3^ ^Etf ^Erf ^Etf ^Etf ^Etf ^Etf ^Etf ^Etf ^Etf ^1^ ^1^ ^1^ ^1^ ^Erf ^Ctf ^1^ 

^^ Fayre Pqftorella by great hap ^^ 

T? her parents vnderftands : T 

iji Calidore doth the Blatant beafi i^ 

^Z^ fubdeWf and bynd in bands, ^Z^ 

^1^ ^Erf ^Erf ^Erf d^ kZd kZd ^1^ d^ ^Etf m!L iZi ^Ed ^Ctf ^Ctf d^ ^1^ 



Like as a (hip, that through the Ocean wyde . 
Direfts her courfe vnto one certaine coft, 
Is met of many a counter winde and tyde, 
With Which her winged fpeed is let and croft, 
And fhe her felfe in ftormie furges toft ; lo 

Yet making many a horde, and many a bay, 
Still winneth way, ne hath her compaffe loft : 
Right fo it fares with me in this long way, 
Whofe courfe is often ftayd, yet neuer is aftray. 

For all that hetherto hath long delayd 

This gentle knight, from fewing his firft queft, 

Though out of courfe, yet hath not bene mif-fayd, 

To fhew the courtefie by him profeft, 

Euen vnto the loweft and the leaft. 

But now I come into my courfe againe, 20 

To his atchieuement of the Blatant beajl ; 

I. 3, : for , — accepted : 1. 15, * Mthirto* 
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Who all this while at will did range and raine, 
Whilfl none was him to flop, nor none him to reftraine. / 

Sir CaUdore when thus he now had raught 
Faire Pajhrella from thofe Brigants powre, 
Vnto the Caftle of Belgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure ; 
Who whylome was in his youthes frclheft flowre 
A loftie knight, as euer wielded fpeare, 
And had endured many a dreadful! ftoure 30 

In bloudy battell for a Ladie deare, 

The fityreft Ladie then of all that liuing were. 

Her name was ClaribeU : whofe father hight 
The Lord of Many Ilands^ farre renound 
For his great riches and his greater might 
He through the wealth, wherein he did abound, 
This daughter thought in wedlocke to have bound 
Vnto the Prince of PiSleland bordering nere. 
But fhe whofe fides before with fecret wound 
Of loue to Bellamoure empierced were, 40 

By all meanes (hund to match with any forrein fere. 

And BeUanumr againe fo well her pleafed. 
With dayly feruice and attendance dew, 
That of her loue he was entyrely feized. 
And clc^ely did her wed, but knowne to few. 
Which when her father vnderflood, he grew 
In fo great rage, that them in dongeon deepe 
Without compaflfion cruelly he threw ; 

L 53, : Ibr , — accepted. 
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Yet did fo ftreightly them a funder keepe, 
That neither could to company of th'other creepe. 50 

Nathlefle Sir BellamouTy whether through grace • 
Of fecret guifts fo with his keepers wrought, 
That to his loue fometimes he came in place, 
Whereof her wombe vnwift to wight was fraught, 
And / in dew time a mayden child forth brought 
Which (he ftreight way for dread leaft, if her fyre 
Should know thereof, to flay he would haue fought, 
Deliuered to her handmayd, that for hyre 

She fliould it caufe be foftred vnder ftraunge attyre. 

The truflie damzell bearing it abrode 60 

Into the emptie fields, where liuing wight 
Mote not bewray the fecret of her lode. 
She forth gan lay vnto the open light 
The litle babe, to take thereof a fight. 
Whom whylefb (he did with watrie eyne behold, 
Vix)n the litle breft like chriftall bright, 
She mote perceiue a litle purple mold. 

That like a rofe her filken leaues did faire vnfold. 

Well (he it markt, and pittied the more, 

Yet could not remedie her wretched cafe ; ^0 

But clofing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw'd with teares there left it in the place : 
Yet left not quite, but drew a litle fpace 
Behind the bu(hes, where (he her did hyde. 
To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace 

n. 56-7. (/<^ . . . fougM) : L 58, (Jor hyrt) : L 66, (/O^ . . . hr^\ 
J. 70, ; for , — accepted. 
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Would for the wretched infants helpe prouyde, 
For which it loudly cald, and pittifully cryde. 

At length a Shepheard, which there by did keepe 
His fleecie flocke vpon the playnes around, 
Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe, 80 
Came to the place ; where when he wrapped found 
Th'abandond fpoyle, he foftly it vnbound ; 
And feeing there, that did him pittie fore, 
He tooke it vp, and in his mantle wound ; 
So home vnto his honefb wife it bore, 

Who as her owne it nurft, and named euermore. / 

Thus long continued Claribell a thrall, 

And Bellamour in bands, till that her fyre 
Departed life, and left vnto them all. 
Then all the ftormes of fortunes former yre 90 

Were tumd, and they to freedome did retyre. 
Thenceforth they ioy'd in happineffe together. 
And lined long in peace and loue entyre, 
Without difquiet or diflike of ether, 

Till time that Calidore brought Pajlorella thether. 

Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
For Bellamour knew Calidore right well. 
And loued for his proweffe, fith they twaine 
Long fince had fought in field. Als Claribell 
No leffe did tender the faire Pajlorell, 100 

Seeing her weake and wan, through durance long. 
There they a while together thus did dwell 

1. 81, ; for ,— accepted: 1. 95, Uhither.^ 
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In much delight, and many ioyes among^ 
Vntill the damzell gan to wex more found and ftrong. 

Tho gan Sir Calidore him to aduize 

Of his firft queft, which he had long forlore ; 

Aftiam'd to thinke, how he that enterprize, 

The which the Faery Queene had long afore 

Bequeathed to him, forflacked had fo fore ; 

That much he feared, leaft reprochfuU blame no 

With foule difhonour him mote blot therefore ; 

Bef ides the lofTe of fo much praife and fame, 

As through the world thereby fhould glorifie his name. 

Therefore refoluing to retume in haft 

Vnto fo great atchieuement, he bethought 

To leaue his Loue, now perill being paft. 

With Claribell^ whyleft he that monfter fought 

Through / out the world, and to deftruflion brought 

So taking leaue of his faire PaftoreU^ 

Whom to recomfort, all the meanes he wrought, 120 

With thanks to Bellatnour and Claribell^ 

He went forth on his queft, and did, that him befell. 

But firft, ere I doe his aduentures tell. 
In this exploite, me needeth to declare. 
What did betide to the faire PaJlareU^ 
During his abfence left in beauy care. 
Through daily mourning, and nightly mi^fare : 
Yet did that auncient matrone alt ftie might. 
To cherifti her with all things choice and rare ; 

1. 106, ; for |-*-accepted : 1. 112, ^ prai/e* — ^misprinted in '96 *hi$*i 
1. 116, capital Lr— accepted :.L 120 within^ ). 
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And her owne handmayd, that Melijfa hight, 130 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 

Who in a morning, when this Mayden faire 
Was dighting her, hauing her fnowy breft 
As yet not laced, nor her golden haire 
Into their comely treffes dewly dreft, 
Chaunll to efpy vpon her yuory cheft 
The rof ie marke, which fhe remembred well 
That litle Infant had, which forth fhe keft, 
The daughter of her Lady Claribell^ 

The which (he bore, the whiles in prifon (he did dwell. 

Which well auizing, (Ireight (he gan to caft 141 

In her conceiptfuU mynd, that this faire Mayd 
Was that fame infant, which fo long f ith paft 
She in the open fields had loofely layd 
To Fortunes fpoile, vnable it to ayd. 
So full of ioy, (Ireight forth (he ran in hafb 
Vnto her miftrefle, being halfe difmayd, 
To tell her, how the heauens had her grade, 

To faue her chylde, which in misfortunes mouth was 
plafte. / 

The fober mother feeing fuch her mood, 150 

Yet knowing not, what meant that fodaine thro, 
A(kt her, how mote her words be vnderftood, 
And what the matter was, that mou'd her fo. 
My Hefe (fayd (he) ye know, that long ygo, 
Whileft ye in durance dwelt, ye to me gaue 
A little mayde, the which ye chylded tho ; 

IL l33-5t (hamng . . . drefi) : 1. 143, *fincc * : 1. 145, capital 
adoepted : 1. 151 within ( ). 
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The fame againe if now ye lift to haue, 
The fame is yonder Lady, whom high God did faue. 

Much was the Lady troubled at that fpeach, 

And gan to queftion ftreight how (he it knew. 160 
Moft certaine markes, (fayd fhe) do me it teach, 
For on her breft I with thefe eyes did vew 
The litle purple rofe, which thereon grew, 
Whereof her name ye then to her did giue. 
Befides her countenaunce, and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall yeares, do furely prieue 

That yond fame is your daughter fure, which yet doth 
Hue. 

The matrone ftayd no lenger to enquire, 

But forth in haft ran to the ftraunger Mayd ; 
Whom catching greedily for great defire, 1 70 

Rent vp her breft, and bofome open layd, 
In which that rofe (he plainely faw difplayd. 
Then her embracing twixt her armes twaine, 
She long fo held, and foftly weeping fayd ; 
And liueft thou my daughter now againe ? 

And art thou yet aliue, whom dead I long did faine. 

Tho further a(king her of fundry things, 
And times comparing with their accidents, 
She found at laft by very certaine fignes, 
And fpeaking markes of paflfed monuments, 180 
That this young Mayd, whom chance to her prefents 
Is / her owne daughter, her owne infant deare. 
Tho wondering long at thofe fo ftraunge euents, 
A thoufand times (he her embraced nere. 

With many a ioyfuU kiffe, and many a melting teare. 
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Who euer is the mother of one chylde, 

Which hauing thought long dead, fhe fyndes aliue, 

Let her by proofe of that, which fhe hath fylde 

In her owne bread, this mothers ioy defcriue : 

For other none fuch pafTion can contriue 190 

In perfeft forme, as this good Lady felt, 

When fhe fo faire a daughter faw furuiue. 

As Pajlorella was, th'at nigh fhe fwelt 

For paffing ioy, which did all into pitty melt. 

Thence running forth vnto her loued Lord, 
She vnto him recounted, all that fell : 
Who ioyning ioy with her in one accord, 
Acknowledged for his owne faire PaJlorelL 
There leaue we them in ioy, and let vs tell 
Of Calidore ; who feeking all this while 200 

That monftrous Beafl by finall force to quell, 
Through euery place, with reflleffe paine and toile 

Him foUow'd, by the traft of his outragious fpoile. 

Through all eftates he found that he had paft, 
In which he many mafTacres had left, 
And to the Clergy now was come at lafl ; 

' In which fuch fpoile, fuch hauocke, and fuch theft 
He wrought, that thence all goodnefTe he bereft, 
That endlefTe were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 
Who now no place befides vnfought had left, 210 
At length into a Monaftere did light, 

Where he him foud defpoyling all with maine & might. 

Into their cloyfters now he broken had. 

Through which the Monckes he chaced here & there./ 

1. 200, ; for , — accepted. 
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And them purfu'd into their dortours fad^ 
And fearcbsd ail their eels and fecrets neare ; 
In which what filth and ordure did appeare, 
Were yrkefome to report ; yet that foule Beaft 
Nought fparing them, the more did toife and teare, 
And ranfacke all their dennes from mod to leaft, 320 
R^[arding nought religion, nor their holy head. 

From thence into the facred Church he broke, 

And robd the Chancell, and the defkes downe threw, 

And Altars fouled, and blafphemy fpoke, 

And th'Images for all their goodly hew, 

Did cad to ground, whileft none was them to few ; 

So all confounded and difordered there. 

But feeing Calidare^ away he flew. 

Knowing his fatall hand by former feare ; 

But he him fafl purfuing, foone approched neare. 230 

Him in a narrow place he ouertooke. 

And fierce aflailing forft him tume againe : 
Sternely he tumd againe, when he him ilrooke 
With his (harpe fteele, and ran at him amaine 
With open mouth, that feemed to containe 
A full good pecke within the vtmoft brim. 
All fet with yron teeth in raunges twaine, 
That terrifide his foes, and armed him. 

Appearing like the mouth of Orcus griefly grim. 

And therein were a thoufand tongs empight, 240 

Of fundry kindes, and fundry quality ; 
Some were of dogs, that barked day and night, 

1. 341, ; for ,— accepted. 
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And fome of cats, that wrawling (till did cry. 
And fome of Beares, that groynd continually, 
And fome of T)^gres, that did feeme to gren. 
And (har at all, that euer pafled by : 
But / mod of them were tongues of mortall men. 
Which fpake reprochfully, not caring where nor when. 

And them amongft were mingled here and there, 
The tongues of Serpents with three forked ftings, 
That fpat out poyfon and gore bloudy g^ere 250 
At all, that came within his rauenings, 
And fpake licentious words, and hatefuU things 
Of good and bad alike, of low and hie ; 
Ne Kefars fpared he a whit, nor Kings, 
But either blotted them with infamie, 

Or bit them with his banefuU teeth of iniury. 

But Calidare thereof no whit afrayd, 

Rencountred him with fo impetuous might, 

That th'outrs^e of his violence he ftayd, 260 

And bet abacke, threatning in vaine to bite, 

And fpitting forth the poyfon of his fpight, 

That fomed all about his bloody iawes. 

Tho rearing vp his former feete on hight. 

He rampt vpon him with his rauenous pawes. 

As if he would haue rent him with his cruell clawes. 

But he right well aware, his rage to ward, 
Did cafl his (hield atweene, and therewithall 
Putting his puiflaunce forth, purfu'd fo hard. 
That backeward he enforced him to fall: 270 

1. 270, : and L 372, ; for , — accepted. 
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And being downe, ere he new helpe could call^ 
His fhield he on him threw, and fall downe held ; 
Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy ftall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is feld, 
Is forcibly kept downe, till he be throughly queld. 

Full cruelly the Beaft did rage and rore, 

To be downe held, and mayftred fo with might, / 

That he gan fret and fome out bloudy gore, 

Striuing in vaine to rere him felfe vpright 

For ftill the more he ftroue, the more the Knight 

Did him fupprefle, and forcibly fubdew ; 281 

That made him almoft mad for fell defpight 

He grind, hee bit, he fcratcht, he venim threw, 

And fared like a feend, right horrible in hew. 

Or like the hell-borne Hydra^ which they faine 
That great Alcides whilome ouerthrew, 
After that he had labourd long in vaine. 
To crop his thoufand heads, the which ftill new 
Forth budded, and in greater number grew. 
Such was the fury of this hellilh Beaft, 290 

Whileft CcUidore him vnder him downe threw; 
Who nathemore his heauy load releaft, 

But aye the more he rag'd, the more his powre increaft. 

Tho when the Beaft faw, he mote nought auaile, | 
By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply, 
And fharpely at him to reuile and raile. 
With bitter termes of (hamefull infamy ; 
Oft interlacing many a forged lie, 
Whofe like he neuer once did fpeake, nor heare. 
Nor euer thought thing fo vnworthily : 300 
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Yet did he nought for all that him forbeare, 
But drained him fo ftreightly that he chokt him neare. 

At lad when as he found his force to fhrincke, 
And rage to quaile, he tooke a muzzell ftrong * 
Of fureft yron, made with many a lincke ; 
Therewith he mured vp his mouth along, 
And therein fhut vp his blafphemous tong, 
For neuer more defaming gentle Knight, 
Or vnto louely Lady doing wrong : 
And / thereunto a great long chaine he tight, 310 

With which he drew him forth, eue in his own defpight. 

Like as whylome that ftrong Tirynthian fwaine, 
Brought forth with him the dreadfull dog of hell, 
Againft his will faft bound in yron chaine ; 
And roring horribly, did him compell 
To fee the hatefull funne, that he might tell 
To griefly Pluto^ what on earth was donne. 
And to the other damned ghofts, which dwell 
For aye in darkeneffe, which day light doth fhonne : 

So led this Knight his captyue with like conqueft wonne. 

Yet greatly did the Beaft repine at thofe 321 

Straunge bands, whofe like till then he neuer bore, 
Ne euer any durft till then impofe. 
And chaufTed inly, feeing now no more 
Him liberty was left aloud to rore : 
Yet dui:ft he not draw backe ; nor once withftand 
The proued powre of noble Calidore^ 

I 314, ; for , — accepted : 1. 319, : for 4 — accepted. 
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Bat trembled vndemeath \ix& mighty hand, 
And like a fearefull dog him followed through the land. 

Him through all Faery land he follow'd fo, 330 

As if he learned had obedience long, 
That all the people where fo he did go, 
Out of their townes did round about him throng, 
To fee him leade that Bead in bondage ftrong, 
And feeing it, much wondred at the fight ; 
And all fuch perfons, as he earft did wrong, 
Reioyced much to fee his captiue plight, * (Knight 

And much admyr'd the Beaft, but more admyr'd the 

Thus was this Monfter by the mayftring might 

Of doughty Calidore^ fuppreft and tamed, 340 

That neuer more he mote endammadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, / 
And many caufeleiTe caufed to be blamed : 
So did he eeke long after this remaine, 
Vntill that, whether wicked fate fo framed, 
Or fault of men, he broke his yron chaine. 

And got into the world at liberty againe. 

Thenceforth more mifchiefe and more fcath he wrought 
To mortall men, then he had done before ; 
Ne euer could by any more be brought 350 

Into like bands, ne mayftred any more : 
Albe that long time after Calidare, 
The good Sir Pelleas him tooke in hand, 
And after him Sir Lamoracke of yore, 

11. 345-6, {wketAer • . • men}. 
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And all his brethren borne in Britaine land ; 
Yet none of them could euer Ining him into band. 

So now he raungeth through the world ^ain^ 
And r^eth fore in each degree and ftate ; 
Ne any is, that may him now reftraine. 
He growen is fo great and flrong of late, 360 

Barking and biting all that him doe bate, 
Albe they worthy blame, or clearc of crime : 
Ne fpareth he moft learned wits to rate, 
Ne fpareth he the gentle Poets rime, 

But rends without r^^d of perfon or of time. 

Ne may this homely verfe, of many meaneft, 
"Wope to efcape his vencmous defpite, 
More then my former writs, all were HOsy cleareft 
From blameful! blot, and free from all that wite. 
With which fome wicked tongues did it backebite, 
And bring into a mighty Peres difpleafure, 37 1 

That neuer fo defcnied to endite. 
Therfore do you my rimes keep better meafure, (fure. 

And feeke to pleafe, that now is counted wjfemens threa- 

L 363, 'grtuli' : L 367, miqxmted ' H'eft ' in '96 : 1. 368, Dr. Uoids 
niftikenly recorda '96 u reading ' eUanfi^ aad Professor Child as reading 
'iliiitfiC whereas it If 'cUarift'\a '96: 1- 37S— "> '609 ' TTUmd t/thi 
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NOTE. 

See our Life of Spenser in Vol. I. on these 'Two Cantos.' It is 
doubtiiil whether they were meant to form part of the * Faery Queene.* 
They make a charming independent poem on * Mutability ' — one of 
Spenser's favourite themes. These * Two Cantos ' first appeared in the folio 
edition of the * Faery Queene * of 1609, and were reprinted in 161 1. The 
Utter offers a few very slight corrections. — ^A. B. G. 
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WHat man that fees the euer-whir'.ing wh<.vIo 
Of «flj^fir, the which all mort-iU thin^;* .K.:h 
But that therby doth find, & pl*:nlv focio. ,i».i\-. 

How MVTABIUTY in them doth i-lay 
Her cniell fports, to many mens decay ? -'.' 

Which that to all may better yet at^pcirc, 
I will rehearfe that whylome I heard 1.1%', 
How (he at firft her felfe began to rearo, vUmio. 

Gainfl all the Gods, and th'empire fought fn>m ih.-ni t.' 

But firil, here falleth fitted to vnfolJ 
Her antique race and linage ancient. 
As I haue found it regiftrcd of old, 
In Faery Land mongft records iH;rm;im-nl: 
She was, to weet, a daughter by dcfccnt 
Of thofe old Tilans, that did whj'lomc lliiiii: ,i>' 
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With Satumes fonne for heauens regiment. 
Whom, though high loiu of kingdome did depriue, 
Vet many of their ftemme long after did furviue. 

And / many of them, afterwards obtained 
Great power of loue^ and high authority ; 
As HecatJy in whofe almighty hand. 
He plac't all rule and principality. 
To be by her difpofed diuerfly, 
To Gods, and men, as (he them lift diuide : 
And drad Bellona^ that doth found on hie 40 

Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide, 

That makes both heauen & earth to tremble at her pride. 

So likewife did this Titanejfe afpire. 

Rule and dominion to her felfe to gaine ; 
That as a Goddeffe, men might her admire, 
And heauenly honours yield, as to them twaine. 
And firft, on earth (he fought it to obtaine ; 
Where (he fuch proofe and fad examples (hewed 
Of her great power, to many ones great paine. 
That not men onely (whom (he foone fubdewed) 50 

But eke all other creatures, her bad dooings rewed. 

For, (he the face of earthly things fo changed. 
That all which Nature had eftabli(ht firft 
In good eftate, and in meet order ranged, 
She did pervert, and all their ftatutes burft : 
And all the worlds faire frame (which none yet durft 
Of Gods or men to alter or mifguide) 
She altered quite, and made them all accurft 
That God had bleft ; and did at firft prouide 

In that ftill happy ft ate for euer to abide. 60 



Cant r/.] FAERIE QVEENE. 277 

Ne (hee the lawes of Nature onely brake, 
But eke of luftice, and of Policie ; 
And wrong of right, and bad of good did make. 
And death for life exchanged foolifhlie : 
Since which, all liuing wights haue leam'd to die. 
And all this world is woxen daily worfe. 
O pittious worke of MVTABILITIE ! 
By which, we all are fubie6l to that curie, 

And death in flead of life haue fucked from our Nurfe. 

And now, when all the earth (he thus had brought 70 
To her beheft, and thralled to her might, 
She gan to call in her ambitious thought, 
T'attempt th'empire of the heauens hight. 
And loue himfelfe to fhoulder from his right. 
And firft, fhe part the region of the ayre. 
And of the fire, whofe fubftance thin and flight, 
Made no refiflance, ne could her contraire, 

But ready paflage to her pleafure did prepaire. 

Thence, to the Circle of the Moone fhe clambe. 

Where Cynthia raignes in euerlafting glory, 80 

To whofe bright fhining palace ftraight fhe came. 
All fairely deckt with heauens goodly flory: 
Whofe filuer gates, (by which there fate an hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower-glafTe in hand, 
Hight Tyme) fhe entred, were he liefe or fory : 
Ne flaide till fhe the highefl flage had fcand. 

Where Cynthia did fit, that neuer flill did fland. 

Her fitting on an lupry throne fhee found, 

Dfawne of two fleeds, th'one black, the other white. 
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Environd with tenne thoufand ftarres around, 90 
That duly her attended day and night ; 
And by her fide, there ran her Page, that hight 
Vejjper, whom we the Euening-ftarre intend : 
That with his Torche, ftill twinkling like twyligh 
Her lightened all the way where (he fhould wenc 
And ioy to weary wandring trauailers did lend : 

That when the hardy Titaneffe beheld 

The goodly building of her Palace bright, 

Made of the heauens fubftance, and vp-held 

With thoufand Cryftall pillors of huge hight, 1 00 

Shee gan to burne in her ambitious fpright. 

And t'envie her that in fuch glorie raigned. 

Eftfoones (he caft by force and tortious might. 

Her to difplace ; and to her felfe to haue gained 

The kingdome of the Night, and waters by her wained. 

Boldly (he bid the Godde(re downe defcend. 
And let her felfe into that Ivory throne ; 
For, (hee her felfe more worthy thereof wend, 
And better able it to guide alone : 
Whether to men, whofe fall (he did benipne, 1 1 
Or vnto Gods, whofe ftate (he did maligne, 
Or to th'infernall Powers, her need giue lone 
Of her faire light, and bounty moft benigne, 

Her felfe of all that rule (hee deemed moft condigne. 

But (hee that had to her that foueraigne feat 
By higheft loue a(rign'd, therein to beare 
Nights burning lamp, regarded not her threat, 
Ne yielded ought for fauour or for feare ; 
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But with fterne countenaunce and difdainfull cheare, 
Bending her horned browes, did put her back : 120 
And boldly blaming her for comming there, 
Bade her attonce from heauens coaft to pack, 
Or at her perill bide the wrathfull Thunders wrack. 

Yet nathemore the Giantejfe forbare : 

But boldly preacing-on, raught forth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce from off her chaire ; 
And there-with lifting vp her golden wand, 
Threatned to ftrike her if (he did with-ftand. 
Where-at the ftarres, which round about her blazed, 
And eke the Moones bright wagon, ftill did (land, 
All beeing with fo bold attempt amazed, 131 

And on her vncouth habit and fterne looke ftill gazed. 

Meane-while, the lower World, which nothing knew 
Of all that chaunced here, was darkned quite ; 
And eke the heauens, and all the heauenly crew 
Of happy wights, now vnpurvaide of light. 
Were much afraid, and wondred at that fight ; 
Fearing leaft Ckaos broken had his chaine. 
And brought againe on them eternall night : 
But chiefely Merctiry^ that next doth raigne, 140 

Ran forth in hafte, vnto the king of Gods to plaine. 

All / ran together with a great out-cry, 
To loues faire Palace, fixt in heauens hight ; 
And beating at his gates full earneftly, 
Gan call to him aloud with all their might. 
To know what meant that fuddaine lack of light. 
The father of the Gods when this he heard, 
Was troubled much at their fo ftrange affright. 
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Doubting lead Typhon were againe vprear'd, 
Or other his old foes, that once him forely fear'd. 150 

' Eftfoones the fonne of Maia forth he fent 

Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The caufe of this fo ftrange aftonifhment, 
And why Ihee did her wonted courfe forflowe ; 
And if that any were on earth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her moleft, 
Him to attache, and downe to hell to throwe : 
But, if from heauen it were, then to arreft 

The Author, and him bring before his prefence preft. 

The wingd-foot God, fo faft his plumes did beat, 160 
That foone he came where-as the Titanejfe 
Was ftriuing with faire Cynthia for her feat : 
At whofe ftrange fight, and haughty hardineffe. 
He wondred much, and feared her no leffe. 
Yet laying feare afide to doe his charge, 
At laft, he bade her (with bold ftedfaftneffe) 
Ceaffe to moleft the Moone to walke at large, 

Or come before high loue^ her dooings to difcharge. 

And there-with-all, he on her fhoulder laid 

His fnaky-wreathed Mace, whofe awfull power 170 

Doth make both Gods and hellifti fiends affraid : 

VVhere-at the Titanejfe did ftemely lower, 

And ftoutly anfwer'd, that in euill hower 

He from his loue fuch meffage to her brought, * 

To bid her leaue faire Cynthias filuer bower; 

Sith ftiee his lone and him efteemed nought. 

No more then Cynthia's felfe ; but all their kingdoms 
fought. 
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The Heauens Herald (laid not to reply, 
But pad away, his doings to relate 
Vnto his Lord ; who now in th'higheft (ky, 180 

Was placed in his principall Eftate, 
With all the Gods about him congregate : 
To whom when Hermes had his meffage told, 
It did them all exceedingly amate, (bold, 

Saue Ioue\ who, changing nought his countenance 

Did vnto them at length thefe fpeeches wife vnfold ; 

Harken to mee awhile yee heauenly Powers ; 
Ye may remember fince th'Earths curfed feed 
Sought to aflaile the heauens etemall towers. 
And to vs all exceeding feare did breed : 190 

But how we then defeated all their deed, 
Yee all doe knowe, and them deftroied quite ; 
Yet not fo quite, but that there did fucceed 
An off-fpring of their bloud, which did alite 

Vpon the fruitfuU earth, which doth vs yet defpite. 

Of that bad feed is this bold woman bred. 
That now with bold prefumption doth afpire 
To thruft faire Phoebe from her filuer bed. 
And eke our felues from heauens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her def ire : 200 
Wherefore, it now behoues vs to aduife 
What way is beft to driue her to retire ; 
Whether by open force or counfell wife, 

Areed ye fonnes of God, as beft ye can deuife. 

So hauing faid, he ceaft ; and with his brow 
(His black eye-brow, whofe doomefull dreaded beck 
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Is wont to wield the world vnto his vow, 
And euen the higheft Powers of heauen to check) 
Made f igne to them in their degrees to fpeake : 210 
Who ftraight gan caft their counfell graue and wife. 
Meane-while, th'Earths daughter, thogh ftie nought 
Of Hermes meffage ; yet gan now advife, (did reck 
What courfe were beft to take in this hot bold emprize. 

Elftfoones (he thus refolv'd ; that whirft the Gods 
(After retume of Hermes Embaffie) 
Were troubled, and amongft themfelues at ods. 
Before they could new counfels re-allie, 
To fet vpon them in that extaf ie ; 
And take what fortune time and place would lend : 
So, forth ftie rofe, and through thepureft fky 220 
To loues high Palace ftraight caft to afcend. 

To profecute her plot ; Good on-fet boads good end. 

Shee there arriuing, boldly in did pafs ; 

Where all the Gods flie found in counfell clofe. 

All quite vnarm*d, as then their manner was. 

At fight of her they fuddaine all arofe. 

In great amaze, ne wift what way to chofe. 

But loue^ all feareleffe, forc't them to aby ; 

And in his foueraine throne, gan ftraight difpofe 

Himfelfe more full of grace and Maieftie, 230 

That mote encheare his friends, & foes mote terrific. 

That, when the haughty Titanejfe beheld. 

All were flie fraught with pride and impudence. 
Yet with the fight thereof was almoft queld ; 
And inly quaking, feem'd as reft of fenfe. 
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And voyd of fpeech in that drad audience ; 
Vntill that loiu himfelfe, her felfe befpake : 
Speake thou fraile woman, fpeake with confidence, 
Whence art thou, and what dooft thou here now make? 
What idle errand haft thou, earths manf ion to forfake ? 

Shee, halfe confufed with his great commaund, 241 
Yet gathering fpirit of her natures pride, 
Him boldly anfwer'd thus to his demaund : 
I am a daughter, by the mothers fide, 
Of her that is Grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the Gods, great Earthy g^eat Chaos child : 
But by the fathers (be it not envide) 
I greater am in bloud (whereon I build) 

Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from heauen exil'd. 

For,/ Tita7i (as ye all acknowledge muft) 250 

Was Satumes elder brother by birth-right ; 
Both, fonnes of Vranus : but by vniuft 
And guilefuU meanes, through Corybantes flight. 
The younger thruft the elder from his right : 
Since which, thou loue^ iniurioufly haft held 
The Heauens rule from Titans fonnes by might ; 
And them to hellifli dungeons downe haft feld : 

Witnefle ye Heauens the truth of all that I haue teld, 

Whirft fhe thus fpake, the Gods that gaue good eare 
To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 260 
Beeing of ftature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautifuU of face, 
As any of the Goddefles in place. 
Stood all aftonied, like a fort of Steeres ; 
Mongft whom, fome beaft of ftrange & forraine race, 
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Vnwares is chaunc*t, far ftraying from his peeres : 
So did their ghaftly gaze bewray their hidden feares. 

Till hauing pauz'd awhile, Iot4e thus befpake ; 
Will neuer mortall thoughts ceaffe to afpire, 
In this bold fort, to Heauen claime to make, 270 
And touch celeftiall feates with earthly mire ? 
I would haue thought, that bold Procujles hire. 
Or Typhons fall, or proud Ixions paine. 
Or great Prometheus^ tailing of our ire. 
Would haue fuffiz'd, the reft for to reftraine ; 

And wam'd all men by their example to refraine: 

But now, this off-fcum of that curfed fry, 
Dare to renew the like bold enterprize, 
And chalenge th'heritage of this our fkie ; 
Whom what fhould hinder, but that we likewife 280 
Should handle as the reft of her allies. 
And thunder-driue to hell ? With that, he ftiooke 
His Neflar-deawed locks, with which the fkyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke. 

And eft his burning levin-brond in hand he tooke. 

But, when he looked on her louely face, 

In which, faire beames of beauty did appeare. 
That could the greateft wrath foone tume to grace 
(Such fway doth beauty euen in Heauen beare) 
He ftaide his hand : and hauing chang'd his cheare, 
He thus againe in milder wife began ; 
But ah ! if Gods fliould ftriue with flefh yfere, 
Then fhortly fhould the progeny of Man 

Be rooted out, if lou^ fhould doe ftill what he can : 
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But thee faire Titans child, I rather weene, 

Through fome vaine errour or inducement light, 
To fee that mortall eyes haue neuer feene ; 
Or through enfample of thy f ifters might, 
Bellona ; whofe great glory thou dooft fpight, 299 
Since thou haft feene her dreadfull power belowe, . 
Mongft wretched men (difmaide with her affright) 
To bandie Crownes, and Kingdomes to beftowe : 

And fure thy worth, no leffe then hers doth feeme to 
fhowe. 

But wote thou this, thou hardy Titanejfe^ 
That not the worth of any liuing wight 
May challenge ought in Heauens intereffe*; 
Much leffe the Title of old Titans Right : 
For, we by Conqueft of our foueraine might, 
And by etemall doome of Fates decree, 
Haue wonne the Empire of the Heauens bright; 310 
Which to ourfelues we hold, and to whom wee 

Shall worthy deeme partakers of our bliffe to bee. 

Then ceaffe thy idle claime thou foolifh gerle, 
And feeke by grace and goodneffe to obtaine 
That place from which by folly Titan fell ; 
There-to thou maift perhaps, if fo thou faine 
Haue loue thy gratious Lord and Soueraigne. 
So, hauing faid, Ihe thus to him replide ; 
Ceaffe Saturnes fonne, to feeke by proffers vaine 
Of idle hopes t'allure mee to thy fide, 320 

For to betray my Right, before I haue it tride. 

But thee, 6 louCy no equall ludge I deeme 
Of my defert, or of my dewfull Right ; 
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That in thine owne behalfe maift partiall feeme : 
But to the higheft him, that is behight 
Father of Gods and men by equall might; 
To weet, the God of Nature, I appeale. 
There-at lotie wexed wroth, and in his fpright 
Did inly grudge, yet did it well conceale ; 
And bade Dan Phcebus Scribe her Appellation feale. 

Eftfoones the time and place appointed were, 331 

Where all, both heauenly Powers, & earthly wights. 
Before great Natures prefence (hould appeare, 
For triall of their Titles and beft Rights : 
That was, to weet, vpon the higheft hights 
Ot Arlo'hill (Who knowes not Arlo-hill?) 
That is the higheft head (in all mens fights) 
Of my old father Mole^ whom Shepheards quill 

Renowmed hath with hymnes fit for a rural fkill. 

And, were it not ill fitting for this file, 340 

To f ing of hilles & woods, mongft warres & Knights, 
I would abate the fterneneffe of my ftile, 
Mongft thefe fterne ftounds to mingle foft delights ; 
And tell how Arlo through Dianaes fpights 
(Beeing of old the beft and faireft Hill 
That was in all this holy-Iflands hights) 
Was made the moft vnpleafant, and moft ill. 

Meane while, 6 CliOy lend Calliope thy quill. 

Whylome, when IRELAND floriflied in fame 

Of wealths and goodneffe, far aboue the reft 350 
Of all that beare the Britifh Iflands name, 
The Gods then vs'd (for pleafure and for reft) 
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Oft to refort there-to, when feem'd them beft : 
But none of all there-in more pleafure found, 
Then Cynthia ; that is foueraine Queene profeft 
Of woods and forrefts, which therein abound, (gjround. 
Sprinkled with wholfom waters, more the moft on 

But / mongft them all, as fitted for her game, 
Either for chace of beafls with hound or boawe, 
Or for to fliroude in (hade from Phoebus flame, 360 
Or bathe in fountaines that doe freflily flowe, 
Or from high hilles, or from the dales belowe, 
She chofe this Arlo ; where fliee did refort 
With all her Nymphes enranged on a rowe, 
With whom the woody Gods did oft confort : 

For, with the Nymphes, the Satyres loue to play & fport. 

Amongft the which, there was a Nymph that hight 
Molanna ; daughter of old father Mole^ • 
And fifter vnto Mulla, faire and bright : 
Vnto whofe bed falfe Bregog whylome ftole, 370 

That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole. 
And made her luckleffe loues well knowne to be. 
But this MolannUy were fhe not fo (hole, 
Were no leffe faire and beautifuU then (hee : 

Yet as fhe is, a fairer flood may no man fee. 

For, firft, fhe fprings out of two marble Rocks, 

On which, a groue of Oakes high mounted growes. 
That as a girlond feemes to deck the locks 
Of fom faire Bride, brought forth with pompous fhowes 
Out of her bowre, that many flowers flrowes : 380 
So, through the flowry Dales fhe tumbling downe. 
Through many woods, and fhady coverts flowes 




*88 THE VII. BOOKE OF THE ICant. VI, 

(That on each fide her f iluer channell crowne) 
Till to the Plaine fhe come, whofe Valleyes ftiee doth 
drowne. 

In her fweet ftreames, Diana vfed oft 

(After her fweatie chace and toilefome play) 

To bathe her felfe ; and after, on the foft 

And downy graffe, her dainty limbes to lay 

In couert (hade, where none behold her may : 

For, much fhe hated fight of liuing eye. 390 

Foolifh God Faunus^ though full many a day 

He faw her clad, yet longed fooliflily 

To fee her naked mongft her Nymphes in priuity. 

No way he found to compaffe his defire, 
But to corrupt Molanna^ this her maid, 
Her to difcouer for fome fecret hire : 
So, her with flattering words he firft afl*aid ; 
And after, pleafing gifts for her purvaid, 
Queene-apples, and red Cherries from the tree, 
With which he her allured and betraid, 400 

To tell what time he might her Lady fee 

When (he her felfe did bathe, that he might fecret bee, 

There-to hee promift, if fhee would him pleafure 
With this fmall boone, to quit her with a better ; 
To weet, that where-as (hee had out of meafure 
Long lov'd the Fanchin, who by nought did fet her, 
That he would vndertake, for this to get her 
To be his Loue, and of him liked well : 
Befides all which, he vow'd to be her debter 
For many moe good turnes then he would tell ; 410 

The lead of which, this little pleafure fhould excell. 
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The f imple maid did yield to him anone ; 

And eft him placed where he clofe might view 
That neuer any faw, faue onely one ; 
Who, for his hire to fo foole-hardy dew, 
Was of his hounds devoured in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her manner was on funny day, 
Diana, with her Nymphes about her, drew 
To this fweet fpring ; where, doffing her array. 

She bath'd her louely Hmbes, for loue a likely pray. 420 

There Faunus faw that pleafed much his eye, 
And made his hart to tickle in his bred. 
That for great ioy of fome-what he did fpy. 
He could him not containe in filent reft ; 
But breaking forth in laughter, loud profeft 
His foolifh thought. O fooHfti Faune indeed. 
That couldft not hold thy felfe fo hidden bleft, 
But wouldeft needs thine owne conceit areed. 

Babblers vnworthy been of fo diuine a meed. 

The Goddeffe, all abafhed with that noife, 430 

In hafte forth ftarted from the guilty brooke ; 
And running ftraight where-as fhe heard his voice. 
Enclosed the bufh about, and there him tooke, 
Like darred Larke ; not daring vp to looke 
On her whofe fight before fo much he fought. 
Thence, forth they drew him by the homes, & fhooke 
Nigh all to peeces, that they left him nought ; 

And then into the open light they forth him brought. 

Like as an hufwife, that with bufie care * 

Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous ^aiitfe, 440 

1. 426, *>4 ' of 1609 and 1611 I change to * (9.* 
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Finding where-as fome wicked beaft vnware 
That breakes into her Dayr'houfe, there doth draine 
Her creaming pannes, and fruftrate all her paine ; 
Hath in fome fnare or gin fet clofe behind, 
Entrapped him, and caught into her traine, 
Then thinkes what punifhment were beft affign'd, 
And thoufand deathes deuifeth in her vengefull mind : 

So did Diana and her maydens all 

Vfe filly Faunus^ now within their baile : 
They mocke and fcome him, and him foule mifcall ; 
Some by the nofe him pluckt, fome by the taile, 451 
And by his goatifh beard fome did him haile : 
Yet he (poore foule) with patience all did beare ; 
For, nought again ft their wils might countervaile : 
Ne ought he faid what euer he did heare ; 

But hanging downe his head, did like a Mome appeare. 

At length, when they had flouted him their fill, 
They gan to caft what penaunce him to giue. 
Some would haue gelt him, but that fame would fpill 
The Wood-gods breed, which muft for euer Hue: 460 
Others would through the riuer him haue driue, 
And ducked deepe : but that feem'd penaunce light; 
But moft agreed and did this fentence giue, 
Him in Deares flcin to clad ; & in that plight, 

To hunt him with their hounds, him felfe faue how hee 
might. 

But / Cynthia's felfe, more angry then the reft, 
Thought not enough, to punifli him in fport, 
And of her ftiame to make a gamefome ieft ; 
But gan examine him in ftraighter fort, 
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Which of her Nymphes, or other clofe confort, 470 
Him thither brought, and her to him betraid ? 
He, much affeard, to her confeffed fliort, 
That 'twas Molanna which her fo bewraid. 
Then all attonce their hands vpon Molanna laid. 

But him (according as they had decreed) 

With a Deeres-fkin they couered, and then chaft 
With all their hounds that after him did fpeed ; 
But he more fpeedy, from them fled more fall 
Then any Deere : fo fore him dread aghail. 
They after foUow'd all with ftirill out-cry, 480 

Shouting as they the heauens would haue brail : 
That all the woods and dales where he did flie, 

Did ring againe, and loud reeccho to the (kie. 

So they him followed till they weary were ; 
When, back returning to Molanri againe, 
They, by commaund'ment of Diana^ there 
Her whelm'd with ftones. Yet Faunus (for her paine) 
Of her beloued Fanchin did obtaine. 
That her he would receiue vnto his bed. 
So now her wanes paffe through a pleafant Plaine, 
Till with the Fanchin flie her felfe doe wed, 491 

And (both combined) themfelues in one faire riuer fpred. 

Nath'lefle, Diana^ full of indignation, 

Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke ; 

In whofe fweet ftreame, before that bad occafion, 

So much delight to bathe her limbes Ihe tooke : 

Ne only her, but alfo quite forfooke 

All thofe faire forrefts about Arlo hid, 

And all that Mountaine, which doth over-looke 
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The richeft champian that may elfe be rid, 500 

And the faire Shure^ in which are thoufand Salmons 
bred. 

Them all, and all that fhe fo deare did way, 

Thence-forth (he left ; and parting from the place, 
There-on an heauy haplefle curfe did lay, 
To weet, that Wolues, where (he was wont to fpace, 
Should harbour'd be, and all thofe Woods deface. 
And Thieues fhould rob and fpoile that Coaft around. 
Since which, thofe Woods, and all that goodly Chafe, 
Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues abound : 

Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers f ince. haue 
foud. 510 

L 500, * champain* i6li. 
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Pealing^ from loae, to Nator's Bar^ 

bold Alteration pUcuUs 
Large Etudaue : but Nature y2wi^ 

her righteous Doome arades. 





AH ! whither dooft thou now thou greater Mufe 
Me from thefe woods & pleafing forrefts bring? 
And my fraile fpirit (that dooth oft refufe 
This too high flight, vnfit for her weake wing) 
Lift vp aloft, to tell of heauens King I o 

(Thy foueraine Sire) his fortunate fuccefle, 
And vi6lory, in bigger noates to f ing. 
Which he obtained againft that TitanefjCy 
That him of heauens Empire fought to difpoflefle. 

Yet fith I needs muft follow thy beheft. 
Doe thou my weaker wit with (kill infpire, 
Fit for this tume ; and in my fable bred 
Kindle frefh fparks of that immortall fire. 
Which learned minds inflameth with defire 
Of heauenly things : for, who but thou alone, 20 
That art yborne of heauen and heauenly Sire, 



1. 17, ^ fable — Dr. Morris reads *fcebU* 
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Can tell things doen in heauen fo long ygone : 
So farre paft memory of man that may be knowne. 

Now, at the time that was before agreed, 
The Gods affembled all on Arlo hill ; 
As well thofe that are fprung of heauenly feed, 
As thofe that all the other world doe fill, 
And rule both fea and land vnto their will : 
Onely th'infemall Powers might not appeare ; 
Afwell for horror of their counfnaunce ill, 30 

As for th'vnruly -fiends which they did feare ; 

Yet Pluto and Proferpina were prefent there. 

And / thither alfo came all other creatures, 

What-euer life or motion doe retaine. 

According to their fundry kinds of features ; 

That Arlo fcarfly could them all containe ; 

So full they filled euery hill and Plaine : 

And had not Natures Sergeant (that is Order) 

Them well difpofed by his bufie paine. 

And raunged farre abroad in euery border, 40 

They would haue caufed much confufion and diforder. 

Then forth iffewed (great goddefle) great dame Nature 
With goodly port and gracious Maiefty ; 
Being far greater and more tall of ftature 
Then any of the gods or Powers on hie : 
Yet certes by her face and phyfnomy, 
Whether flie man or woman inly were. 
That could not any creature well defcry : 
For, with a veile that wimpled euery where, 

Her head and face was hid, that mote to none appeare. 



Cant. VIL^ FAERIE QVEENE. 295 

That fome doe fay was fo by (kill deuized, 50 

To hide the terror of her vncouth hew. 
From mortall eyes that fhould be fore agrized; 
For that her face did like a Lion (hew, 
That eye of wight could not indure to view : 
But others tell that it fo beautious was, 
And round about fuch beames of fplendor threw. 
That it the Sunne a thoufand times did pafs, 

Ne could be feene, but like an ims^e in a glafs. 

That well may feemen true : for, well I weene 60 

That this fame day, when (he on Arlo fat, 
Her garment was fo bright and wondrous (heene, 
That my fraile wit cannot deuize to what 
It to compare, nor finde like ftuffe to that, 
As thofe three facred Saints^ though elfe moft wife, 
Yet on mount Thabor quite their wits forgat. 
When they their glorious Lord in (Irange difguife 

Transfigured fawe ; his garments fo did daze their 

In a fayre Plaine vpon an equall Hill, 

She placed was in a pauilion ; 70 

Not fuch as Craftef-men by their idle (kill 

Are wont for Princes dates to fa(hion : 

But th 'earth her felf of her owne motion, 

Out of her fruitfuU bofome made to growe 

Moft dainty trees ; that, (hooting vp anon. 

Did feeme to bow their bloofming heads full lowe, 

For homage vnto her, and like a throne did (hew. 

L 77, *ykowe' 161 1. 
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So hard it is for any Huing wight, 
All her array and veftiments to tell, 
That old Dan Geffrey (in whofe gentle fpright 80 
The pure well head of Poef le did dwell) 
In his Foules parley durft not with it mel, 
But it transferd to Alane^ who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kindes defcrib'd it well : 
Which who will read fet forth fo as it ought, 

Go feek he out that A lane where he may be fought 

And all the earth far vnderneath her feete 
Was dight with fl9wres, that voluntary grew 
Out of the ground, and fent forth odours fweet; 
Tenne thoufand mores of fundry fent and hew, 90 
That might delight the fmell, or pleafe the view : 
The which, the Nymphes, from all the brooks thereby 
Had gathered, they at her foot-ftoole threw; 
That richer feem'd then any tapeftry. 

That Princes bowres adorne with painted imagery. 

And Mole himfelfe, to honour her the more. 
Did deck himfelf in frelheft faire attire. 
And his high head, that feemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned frofts of former winters ire, 
He with an Oaken girlond now did tire, 100 

As if the loue of fome new Nymph late feene, 
Had in him kindled youthfull frefli defire, 
And made him change his gray attire to greene ; 

Ah gentle Mole ! fuch ioyance hath thee well befeene. 

1. 78, ^ hard* (161 1 ) accepted for ^ heard* of 1609: 1. 84, ^ Jnnde* 
(Dr. Morris); 1. 93, ^ which they* 1609 and i6i I— corrected as in Dr. 
Morris. 
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Was neuer fo great loyance fince the day, 
That all the gods whylome aflembled were, 
On HcBtnus hill in their diuine array, 
To celebrate the folemne bridall cheare, 
Twixt PeleuSy and dame Thetis pointed there ; 
Where Phoebus felf, that god of Poets hight, no 

They fay did f ing the fpoufall hymne full cleere. 
That all the gods were rauifht with delight 

Of his celeftiall fong, & Muf icks wondrous might. 

This great Grandmother of all creatures bred 

Great Nature^ euer young yet full of eld, 

Still moouing, yet vnmoued from her fled ; 

Vnfeene of any, yet of all beheld ; 

Thus fitting in her throne as I haue teld. 

Before her came dame Mutabilitie ; 

And being lowe before her prefence feld, 120 

With meek obayfance and humilitie, 
Thus gan her plaintif Plea, with words to amplifie ; 

To thee 6 greateft goddeffe, onely great, 
An humble fuppliant loe, I lowely fly 
Seeking for Right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Who Right to all doft deale indifferently. 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Iniurie, 
Which any of thy creatures doe to other 
(Oppreffing them with power, vnequally) 
Sith of them all thou art the equall mother, 130 

And knitted each to'each, as brother vnto brother. 

To thee therefore of this fame loue I plaine. 
And of his fellow gods that faine to be, 

1. 109, * PeUus * — obvious correction of * PeUne * of 1609 and 161 1. 
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That challenge to themfelues the whole worlds raign ; 
Of which, the gfreateft part is due to me, 
And heauen it felfe by heritage in Fee : 
For, heauen and earth I both alike do deeme, 
Sith heauen and earth are both alike to thee ; 
And, gods no more then men thou doeft efteeme : 
For, euen the gods to thee, as men to gods do feenie. 

Then /weigh, 6 foueraigne goddeffe, by what right 141 
Thefe gods do claime the worlds whole fouerainty ; 
And that is onely dew vnto my might 
Arrogate to themfelues ambitioufly : 
As for the gods owne principality. 
Which loue vfurpes vniuftjy ; that to be 
My heritage, Ioue*s felf cannot deny. 
From my great Grandfire Titatiy vnto mee. 

Derived by dew defcent ; as is well knowen to thee. 

Yet mauger louey and all his gods befide, 150 

I doe poffeffe the worlds moft regiment ; 

As, if ye pleafe it into parts diuide, 

And euery parts inholders to conuent, 

Shall to your eyes appeare incontinent. 

And firfk, the Earth (great mother of vs all) 

That only feems vnmov'd and permanent, 

And vnto Mutability not thrall ; 
Yet is fhe chang'd in part, and eeke in generall. 

For, all that from her fprings, and is ybredde, 

How-euer fayre it flouriih for a time, 160 

Yet fee we foone decay; and, being dead 
To turne again vnto their earthly flime : 

1. 139, * eJUeeme* is corrected : 1. 142, * my * correction in 161 1 of * M>* in 
1609. 
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Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime, 
We daily fee new creatures to arize ; 
And of their Winter fpring another Prime, 
Vnlike in forme, and changed by ftrange difguife ; 
So turne they ftill about, and change in reftleffe wife. 

As for her tenants ; that is, man and beads, 
The beafts we daily fee maffacred dy. 
As thralls and vaffalls vnto mens beheads : 1 70 

And men themfelues doe change continually, 
From youth to eld, from wealth to pouerty, 
From good to bad, from bad to word of all. 
Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly : 
But eeke their minds (which they immortall call) 

Still change and vary thoughts, as new occaf ions fall. 

Ne is the water in more condant cafe ; 

Whether thofe fame on high, or thefe belowe. 
For, th'Ocean moueth dil, from place to place ; 
And euery Riuer dill doth ebbe and flowe : 180 

Ne any Lake, that feems mod dill and flowe, 
Ne Poole fo fmall, that can his fmoothnefle holde, 
When any winde doth vnder heauen blowe ; 
With which, the clouds are alfo tod and rolFd ; 

Now like great Hills; &, dreight, like duces, them vnfold. 

So likewife are all watry lining wights 

Still tod, and turned, with continuall change 

Neuer abyding in their dedfad plights. 

The fifti, dill floting, doe at randon range, 

And neuer red ; but euermore exchange 1 90 

Their dwelling places, as the dreames them carrie : 

Ne haue the watry foules a certaine grange, 
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Wherein to reft, ne in one ftead do tarry ; 
But flitting ftill doe flie, and ftill their places vary. 

Next is the Ayre : which who feeles not by fenfe 
(For, of all fenfe it is the middle meane) 
To flit ftill ? and, with fubtill influence 
Of his thin fpirit, all creatures to maintaine. 
In ftate of life ? O weake life ! that does leane 
On thing fo tickle as thVnfteady ayre ; 200 

Which euery howre is changed, and altred cleane 
With euery blaft that bloweth fowle or faire : 

The faire doth it prolong; the fowle doth it impaire. 

Therein the changes infinite beholde, 

Which to her creatures euery minute chaunce ; 
Now, boyling hot : ftreight, friezing deadly cold : 
Now, faire fun-fhine, that makes all flcip and daunce : 
Streight, bitter ftorms and balefull countenance. 
That makes them all to ftiiuer and to fhake : 209 
Rayne, hayle, and fnowe do pay them fad penance, 
And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them quake) 

With flames & flafhing lights that thoufand changes 
make. 

Laft is the fire : which, though it Hue for euer, 
Ne can be quenched quite ; yet, euery day, 
Wee fee his parts, fo foone as they do feuer, 
To lofe their heat, and ftiortly to decay ; 
So, makes himfelf his owne confuming pray. 
Ne any lining creatures doth he breed : 
But all, that are of others bredd, doth flay ; 
And, with their death, his cruell life dooth feed; 220 

Nought leaning, but their barren afhes, without feede. 
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Thus, all thefe fower (the which the ground-work bee 
Of all the world, and of all liuing wights) 
To thoufand forts of Cliange we fubiefl fee : 
Yet are they changed (by other wondrous flights) 
Into themfelues, and lofe their natiue mights ; 
The Fire to Aire, and th'Ayre to Water fheere, 
And Water into Earth : yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Aire with Earth approaching neere : 

Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 230 

So, in them all raignes Mutabilitie ; 

How-euer thefe, that Gods themfelues do call, 

Of them doe claime the rule and fouerainty : 

As, Vejla^ of the fire aethereall ; 

Vulcaity of this, with vs fo vfuall ; 

OpSf of the earth ; and luno of the Ayre ; 

Neptune^ of Seas ; and Nymphes, of Riuers all. 

For, all thofe Riuers to me fubiefl are: 
And all the reft, which they vfurp, be all my fhare. 

Which to approuen true, as I haue told, 240 

Vouchfafe, 6 goddeffe, to thy prefence call 
The reft which doe the world in being hold : 
As, times and feafons of the yeare that fall : 
Of all the which, demand in generall, 
Or iudge thy felfe, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they are not fubiefl all. 
Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by, 

Bade Order call them all, before her Maiefty. 

So, / forth iffew'd the Seafons of the yeare ; 

Firft, lufty Springs all dight in leaues of flowres 250 
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That frefhly budded and new bloofmes did beare 
(In which a thoufand birds had built their bowres 
That fweetly fung, to call forth Paramours) : 
And in his hand a iauelin he did beare, 
And on his head (as fit for warlike ftoures) 
A guilt engrauen morion he did weare ; 
That as fome did him loue, fo others did him feare. 

Then came the loUy Sommery being dight 
In a thin filken caffock coloured greene, 
That was vnlyned all, to be more light : 260 

And on his head a girlond well befeene 
He wore, from which as he had chauffed been 
The fweat did drop ; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and fhaftes, as he in forreft greene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 

And now would bathe his limbes, with labor heated fore. 

Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad, 
As though he ioyed in his plentious ftore, 
Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full glad 
That he had banifht hunger, which to-fore 270 

Had by the belly oft him pinched fore. 
Vpon his head a wreath that was enrold 
With eares of corne, of euery fort he bore : 
And in his hand a fickle he did holde. 

To reape the ripened fruits the which the earth had yold. 

Laftly, came Winter cloathed all in frize. 

Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill, 
Whirft on his hoary beard his breath did freefe ; 
And the dull drops that from his purpled bill 

1. 251— 161 1 omits *did,' 
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As from a limbeck did adown diftill. 280 

In his right hand a tipped ftaffe he held, 
With which his feeble fteps he ftayed ftill : 
For, he was faint with cold, and weak with eld ; 
That fcarfe his loofed limbes he hable was to weld. 

Thefe, marching foftly, thus in order went, 

And after them, the Monthes all riding came ; 

Firft, fturdy March with brows full fternly bent, 

And armed ftrongly, rode vpon a Ram, 

The fame which ouer Hellefpontus fwam : 

Yet in his hand a fpade he alfo hent, 290 

And in a bag all forts of feeds yfame, 

Which on the earth he ftrowed as he went, 

And. fild her womb with fruitfull hope of nourifliment. 

Next came frefh Aprill full of luftyhed, 

And wanton as a Kid whofe home new buds : 

Vpon a Bull he rode, the fame which led 

Europa floting through ih*Argolick fluds : 

His homes were gilden all with golden ftuds 

And garniflied with garlonds goodly dight 

Of all the faireft flowres and frefheft buds (fight 

Which th'earth brings forth, and wet he feem'd in 

With waues, through which he waded for his loues 
delight. 

Then came faire May^ the fayreft mayd on ground, 302 
Deckt all with dainties of her feafons pryde. 
And throwing flowres out of her lap around : 
Vpon two brethrens fhoulders fhe did ride, 
The twinnes of Leda ; which on eyther fide 
Supported her like to their foueraine Queene. 
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Lord ! how all creatures laught, when her they fpide, 
And leapt and daunc't as they had rauifht beene ! 
And Cupid felfe about her fluttred all in greene. 311 

And after her, came lolly lune^ arrayd 

All in greene leaues, as he a Player were ; 
Yet in his time, he wrought as well as playd. 
That by his plough-yrons mote right well appeare : 
Vpon a Crab he rode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling fteps an vncouth pafe. 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to their face, 

Like that vngracious crew which faines demureft grace. 

Then came hot luly boyling like to fire, 321 

That all his garments he had caft away : 
Vpon a Lyon raging yet with ire 
He boldly rode and made him to obay : 
It was the beaft that whylome did forray 
The Nemaean forreft, till th! Ampkytrionide 
Him flew, and with his hide did him array : 
Behinde his back a fithe, and by his fide 

Vnder his belt he bore a fickle circling wide. 

The fixt was Aiigujl^ being rich arrayd 330 

In garment all of gold downe to the ground : 
Yet rode he not, but led a louely Mayd 
Forth by the lilly hand, the which was cround 
With eares of corne, and full her hand was found ; 
That was the righteous Virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made abound ; 
But, after Wrong was lov'd and luftice folde. 

She left thVnrighteous world and was to heauen extold. 
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Next him, Septejnber marched eeke on foote ; 

Yet was he heauy laden with the fpoyle 340 

Of haruefts riches, which he made his boot, 

And him enricht with bounty of the foyle : 

In his one hand, as fit for haruefts toyle, 

He held a knife-hook ; and in th'other hand 

A paire of waights, with which he did affoyle 

Both more and leffe, where it in doubt did ftand. 

And equall gaue to each as luftice duly fcann'd. 

Then came O£lober full of merry glee : 
For, yet his noule was totty of the muft, 
Which he was treading in the wine-fats fee, 350 

And of the ioyous oyle, whofe gentle guft 
Made him to frolHck and fo full of luft : 
Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 
The fame which by Dianaes doom vniuft 
Slew great Orion : and eeke by his fide 

He had his ploughing (hare, and coulter ready tyde. 

Next / was Nouember^ he full groffe and fat, 

As fed with lard, and that right well might feeme ; 

For, he had been a fatting hogs of late. 

That yet his browes with fweat, did reek and fteem, 

And yet the feafon was full (harp and breem ; 361 

In planting eeke he took no fmall delight: 

Whereon he rode, not eafie was to deeme ; 

For it a dreadfull Centmire was in fight, 

The feed of Saturne^ and faire Nais^ Chiron hight. 

And after him, came next the chill December : 
Yet he through merry feafting which he made, 

1. 357, *///// ' inadvertently doubled in 1609. 
VIII. 20 
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And great bonfires, did not the cold remember ; 
His Sauiours birth his mind fo much did glad : 
Vpon a fhaggy-bearded Goat he rode, 370 

The fame wherewith Dan loue in tender yeares, 
They fay, was nourifht by th*I[d][ean mayd ; 
And in his hand a broad deepe boawle he beares ; 
Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his peeres. 

Then came old January^ wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 
Yet did he quake and quiuer like to quell, 
And blowe his nayles to warme them if he may : 
For, they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 380 
And from the trees did lop the needleffe fpray : 
Vpon an huge great Earth-pot fteane he flood ; 

From whofe wide mouth, there flowed forth the Romane 
floud. 

And laftly, came cold February^ fitting 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride; 
Drawne of two fiflies for the feafon fitting, 
Which through the flood before did foftly Cyde * 
And fwlm away : yet had he by his fide 
His plough and harnefle fit to till the ground, 
And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride 390 
Of hafting Prime did make them bi^rgein round : 

So paft the twelue Months forth, & their dew places 
' found. 

1. 370, * rode ' — another of Spenser's neglects, to the distress of all Purists, 
who of course read *rade'' : 1. 372, — the dropped *d^ of 1609, 161 1, first 
supplied by Upton. 



Cant VIL^ FAERIE QVEENE. 307 

And after thefe, there came the Day, and Night, " 
Riding together both with equall pafe, 
Th'one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white ; 
But Night had couered her vncomely face 
With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace, 
On top whereof the moon and ftars were pight, 
And fleep and darkneffe round about did trace : 
But Day did beare, vpon his fcepters hight, 400 

The goodly Sun, encompaft all with beames bright. 

Then came the Howres, faire daughters of high loiu^ 
And timely Night, the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fit to kindle loue ; 
But they were Virgins all, and loue efchewed, 
That might forflack the charge to them fore-fhewed 
By mighty I one ; who did them Porters make 
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods iffued) 
Which they did dayly watch, and nightly wake 

.By euen tumes, ne euer did their charge forfake. 410 

And after all came Life, and laftly Death ; 

Death with moft grim and griefly vifage feene, 
Yet is he nought but parting of the breath ; 
Ne ought to fee, but like a (hade to weene, 
Vnbodied, vnfouFd, vnheard, vnfeene. 
But Life was like a faire young lufty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Cupid to haue beene, 
Full of delightfull health and liuely ioy. 

Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to employ. 

When thefe were paft, thus gan the Titanejfe ; 420 
Lo, mighty mother, now be iudge and fay, 
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Whether in all thy creatures more or leffe 
CHANGE doth notraign &beare the greateft fway: 
For, who fees not, that Time on all doth pray ? 
But Times do change and moue continually. 
So nothing here long ftandeth in one (lay : 
Wherefore, this lower world who can deny 
But to be fubiea ftill to Mutabilitie ? 

Then thus gan loue ; Right true it is, that thefe 

And all things elfe that vnder heauen dwell 430 
Are changed of Time^ who doth them all diffeife 
Of being : But, who is it (to me tell) 
That Time himfelfe doth moue and ftill compell 
To keepe his courfe ? Is not that namely wee 
Which poure that vertue from our heauenly cell. 
That moues them all, and makes them changed be ? 

So them we gods doe rule, and in them alfo thee. 

To whom, thus Mutability : The things 

Which we fee not how they are mov'd and fwayd, , 
Ye may attribute to your felues as Kings, 440 

And fay they by your fecret powre are made : 
But what we fee not, who fhall vs perfwade ? 
But were they fo, as ye them faine to be, 
Mov'd by your might, and ordred by your ayde ; 
Yet what if I can proue, that euen yee 

Your felues are likewife chang'd, and fubieft vnto mee? 

And firft, concerning her that is the firft, 

Euen you faire Cynthia^ whom fo much ye make 
loues deareft darling, flie was bred and nurft 
On Cynthus Jiill, whence fhe her name did take .'450 
Then is (he mortall borne, how-fo ye crake ; 
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Befides, her face and countenance euery day 
We changed fee, and fundry forms partake, 
Now hornd, now roud, now bright, now brown & gray: 
So that as changefull as tJie Moone men vfe to fay. 

Next, Mercury^ who though he leffe appeare 
To change his hew, and alwayes feeme as one ; 
Yet, he his courfe doth altar euery yeare, 
And is of late far out of order gone : 
So Venus eeke, that goodly Paragone, 460 

Though faire all night, yet is (he darke all day \ 
And Phoebus felf, who lightfome is alone. 
Yet is he oft eclipfed by the way. 

And fills the darkned world with terror and difmay. 

Now / Mars that valiant man is changed mod : 
For, he fome times fo far runs out of fquare. 
That he his way doth feem quite to haue loft, 
And cleane without his vfuall fphere to fare ; 
That euen thefe Star-gazers ftoniftit are 
At fight thereof, and damne their lying bookes : 470 
So likewife, grim Sir Saturne oft doth fpare 
His fteme afpeft, and calme his crabbed lookes : 

So many turning cranks thefe haue, fo many crookes. 

But you Dan loue^ that only conftant are, 
And King of all the reft, as ye do clame. 
Are you not fubiefl eeke to this misfare ? 
Then let me afke you this withouten blame. 
Where were ye borne ? fome fay in Crete by name, 
Others in Thebes^ and others other-where ; 
But wherefoeuer they comment the fame, 480 
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They all confent that ye begotten were, 
And borne here in this world, ne other can appeare. 

Then are ye mortall borne, and thrall to me, 
Vnleffe the kingdome of the fky yee make 
Immortall, and vnchangeable to be ; 
Befides, that power and vertue which ye fpake, 
That ye here worke, doth many changes take, 
And your owne natures change : for, each of you 
That vertue haue, or this, or that to make, 
Is checkt and changed from his nature trew, 490 

By others oppofition or obliquid view. 

Befides, the fundr>' motions of your Sphearcs, 
So fundry waies and fafhions as clerkes faine. 
Some in fhort fpace, and fome in longer yeares ; 
What is the fame but alteration plaine ? 
Onely the ftarrie fkie doth ftill remaine : 
Yet do the Starres and Signes therein ftill moue, 
And euen it felf is mov'd, as wizar4s faine. 
But all that moueth, doth mutation loue : 

Therefore both you and them to me I fubieft proue. 

Then fince within this wide great Vniuerfe 501 

Nothing doth firme and permanent appeare. 
But all things toft and turned by tranfuerfe : 
What then (hould let, but I aloft (hould reare 
My Trophee, and from all, the triumph beare ? 
Now iudge then (6 thou greateft goddeffe trew !) 
According as thy felfe doeft fee and heare. 
And vnto me addoom that is my dew ; 

That is the rule of all, all being rul'd by you. 

1, 498, ^faitu ' 161 1 — ^blunderingly. See Glossary, s.v. 
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So hauing ended, filence long enfewed, 510 

Ne Nature to or fro fpake for a fpace, 
But with firme eyes affixt, the ground ftill viewed. 
Meane while, all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expefting th'end of this fo doubtfuU cafe, 
Did hang in long fufpence what would enfew, 
To whether fide fhould fall the foueraigne place : 
At leng^, fhe looking vp with chearefull view, 

The filence brake, and gaue her doome in fpeeches few. 

I well confider all that ye haue fayd, 

And find that all things fledfaflnes doe hate 520 
And changed be : yet being rightly wayd 
They are not changed from their firft eftate ; 
But by their change their being doe dilate : 
And turning to themfelues at length againe. 
Doe worke their owne perfeftion fo by fate : 
Then ouer them Change doth not rule and raig^e ; 

But they raigne ouer change, and doe their dates main- 
taine. 

Ceafe therefore daughter further to afpire. 
And thee content thus to be rul'd by me : 
For thy decay thou feekft by thy defire ; 530 

But time fhall come that all (hall changed bee. 
And from thenceforth, none no more change (hall fee. 
So was the Titanefs put downe and whift, 
And loue confirmed in his imperiall fee. 
Then was that whole affembly quite difmift. 

And Natures felfe did vanifh, whither no man will. 
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The VIIL Canto^ vnperfite. 

WHen I bethinke me on that fpeech whyleare, 
Of Mutability y and well it way : 
Me feemes, that though ftie all vnworthy were 
Of the Heav*ns Rule ; yet very footh to fay, 
In all things elfe (he beares the greateft fwa/. 
Which makes me loath this ftate of life fo tickle, 
And loue of things fo vaine to caft away ; 
Whofe flowring pride, fo fading and fo fickle. 
Short Time fhall foon cut down with his confuming fickle. 

Then gin I thinke on that which Nature fayd, lO 

Of that fame time when no more Change fhall be, 
But ftedfaft reft of all things firmely ftayd 
Vpon the pillours of Eternity, 
That is contrayr to Mufabilitie : 
For, all that moueth, doth in Change delight : 
But thence-forth all fhall reft eternally 
With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth hight : 

O Thou great Sabbaoth God, graunt me that Sabaoths 

"g^^ FINIS. ^« 

L 7, *fl«</ftf/f' 1611 (bad): 1.17, *-5iz^atfM*(i6li): 1. 18, *Mtf^* (first)— 
Dr. Morris annotates here '* For that Mr. Collier suggests thou. But there 
should perhaps be no comma after God^ and the sentence will be an optative 
one, signifying ' O may that great God of hosts grant me the enjoyment of 
that rest eternal.' Perhaps ' Sabaoths fight^ is an allusion to the ancient inter- 
pretation of the word Jerusalem — i.e. Visio pacis,^* Spite of this, * Thou * 
seems certainly the Author's intended word, and so I adopt it. Church 
suggested 'Sabbaths'; 161 1 spells 'Sabaoth.' See Glossary j. v. : 1. 20 — on 
verso of last page of 1609 is the wood-cut symbol of the Publisher Lownes 
or of the Printer or H. L., with the legend *Os Homini Sublime Dedit,' 
and below ' At London, Printed by H. L. for Mathew Lownes.' — G. 
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LETTER TO SIR WALTER RALEIGH, 

KNT., 

COMMENDATORY POEMS, 

AND 

SONNETS TO PERSONS OF RANK. 

1590-96. 



NOTE. 

As stated in the Note before the 'Faerie Queene' (Vol. V., page 4) 
the Letter to Raleigh and the related poems, have been pre-^xed by modem 
Editors (including Dr. Richard Morris), whereas in both of the Author's 
own editions (of 1590 and 1596) they were a/^xed (in the former pp. 591 — 
606, and 4 unpaged leaves, in the latter pp. 589 — 605), at close of VoL I. 
(Books I.— III.). 

In the 1596 quarto there is considerable blundering : e.g,, — 

1. Six sonnets are wholly left out — ^viz., to {a) Burleigh, {6) Hunsdon, (c) 

Buckhurst, (d) Walsingham, (e) Norris, (/) Countess of Pembroke. 

2. The following — (a) * Vision upon the Conceipt of the Faery Queene,* 

{6) 'Another of the Same* {c) *To the learned Shepheard *— are 
printed twice over. Curiously enough, in 1590, the Sonnets to {a) 
Hatton, (d) Oxenford, {c) Northumberland, {d) Essex, {e) Ormond, 
(/) Howell, (^), Grey of Wilton, {A) Raleigh, are also printed twice 
over — viz., first in the paged leaves, and second in the unpaged. 

3. Owing to (2), the opening commendatory poems are severed from the 

others by the Letter to Raleigh. 
All this I have necessarily put right : id est, I restore the Letter to its fiist 
place, and insert the six omitted Sonnets in their places. Except in the 
Commendatory Poems there are no various readings as between 1596 (ottr 
text) and 159a In these I note the few slight changes in speUmgand 
punctuation. In the * Letter to Raleigh ' there are only two differing 
readings, if readings they may be called : viz., (i) ' knight^ misprinted for 
* knightes* (page 317, 1. 29), and (2) * HiftoricdlV for ^hifiorical* (p>^ 3*8, 
1. 7). All the rest is literatim in '96 as in *90. — G. 



Letter of the Authors expounding his 

whole intention in the courfe of this worke, which 

for that it giueth great light to the Reader, for 

the better vnderflanding is hereunto 

annexed. 



To the Right noble, and Valorous, Sir Walter 
Raleigh knight, Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, 
and her Maiefties lieftenaunt of the County of 
Comewayll. 

Mir knowing how doubtfully all Alle- 
gories may be conjlrued, and this booke 
of mine, wltich I have entituled the 
Faery Queene, being a continued Alle- 
gory, or darke conceit, I haue thought 
good afwell for auoyding of gealous 
opinions and mifcHflmSlions, as alfo 
for your better light in reading thereof, {being fo by you 
comanded) to difcouer vnto you the general intention and 
meaning, which in the whole courfe thereof I haue fafh- 
ioned, without exprejfing of any particular purpofes or by ^^ 
accidents therein occafioned. T/te generall end therefore 
of all the booke is to fafhion a gentleman or noble perfon 
. in vertuous and gentle difcipline : Which for that I 
conceiued fhoulde be mofl plaufible and pieafing, being 
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coloured with an hijloricall fi£lion^ the which the moji 
part of fnen delight to ready ratlter for variety of matter^ 
then for profite of the enf ample : I chofe the hiflorye of 
king ArthurCy as mofl fitte for the excellency of his perfon 
being made famous by many mens former / workes^ and 
alfo furthefi from the daunger of enuy^ and fufpition of ^i 
prefent time. In which I haue followed all the antique 
Poets hifiorically firfl Homere, who in the Perfons of 
Agamemnon and Vlyjfes hath enfampled a good gouer^ 
nour and a vertuous many the one in his IliaSy the other 
in his Odyjfeis : then Virgily whofe like intention was to 
doe in the perfon of Aeneas : after him, Ariofto comprifed 
them both in his Orlando : and lately Tajfo dijfeuered 
them againCy and formed both parts in two perfonSy 
namely that part which they in Philofophy call EthicCy or 
vertues of a priuate many coloured in his Rinaldo. The 4c 
otiter named Politice in his Godfredo. By enf ample of 
which excellente PoetSy I labour to pourtraiH in ArthurCy 
before he was kingy the image of a braue knight y perfected 
in tfu twelue priuate morall vertues y as Arifiotle hath 
deuifedy the which is the purpofe of thefe firjl twelue 
bookes : which if I finae to be well acceptedy I may be 
perhaps encoragedy to frame the other part of polliticke 
vertues in his perfony after that hee came to be king. To 
fome I know this Methode will feeme difpleqfaunty which 
had rather haue good difcipline deliuered plainly in way $( 
of precepts y or fermoned at large, as they vfe, then thus 
clowdily enwrapped in Allegoricall deuifes. Butfuchy me 
feeme y fhould be fatisfide with the vfe of thefe dayeSy feeing 
all things accounted by their fhoweSy and nothing efieemed 
of that is not delightfid and pleafing to commune fence. * 
For this caufe is Xenophon preferred before PkUOy for that 



A LETTER TO SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 317 

the one in the exquifite depth of his iudgementy formed a 
Commune welt h fuck as it fhoidd be^ but the other in the 
perfon of Cyrus and the Perfians fafhioned a gouerne- 
ment fuch as it might befl be : So much m^re profitable 60 
and gratious is dodlrine by enf ample ^ then by rule. So 
haue I laboured to doe in the perfon of Arthure : whom I 
conceiue after his long education by Timon^ to whom he 
was by Merlin deliuered to be brought vp^ fofoone as he 
was borne of the Lady Igrayne^ to haue feene in a dream 
or vifion the Faery Queen^ with j whofe excellent beauty 
rauijhedy he awaking refolued to feeke her out^ and fo 
being by Merlin armedy and by Timon throughly in- 
firuiledy he went to feeke her forth in Faery e land. In 
that Faery Queen£ I meane glory in my generaU intention^ yo 
but in my partiailar I conceiue the mofl excellent and 
glorious perfon of our foueraine the QueenCy and her king- 
dome in Faery land. And yet in fome places els I doe 
otherwife fhadow her. For confidering fhe beareth two 
perfonSy tJie one of a mofl royall Queene or Empreffe, the 
other of a mofl vertuous and beautifull Lady^ this latter 
part in fome places I doe ezpreffe in Belphoebe^ fafhioning 
Jier name according to your owne excellent conceipt of 
Cynthia {Phoebe and Cynthia being both names of Diana), 
So in the perfon of Prince Arthure I fette forth magnifi- go 
cence in particular ^ which vertue for that {according to 
Ariflotle and tfie reft) it is the perfe6lion of all t/te refl^ 
and conteineth in it them all, therefore in the wJiole courfe 
I mefttion the deedes of Arthure apply able to that vertue^ 
which I write of in that booke. But of the xii, other 
vertueSy I make xiu other knights the patrons, for the 
more variety of the hiflory. Of which thefe three bookes 
contayn three. The firfl of the knight of the Redcroffe, 
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in whome I exprejfe Holynes. TJie feconde of Sir Guyon^ 
in whome I fette forth Temperaunce : The third of Brito- 5 
mortis a Lady knight^ in whome I pi£lure Chaflity, But 
becaufe the beginning of the whole worke feemeth abrupte 
and as depending vpon other antecedents^ it needs that ye 
know the occafion oftfufe three knights feuer all aduentures. 
For the Methode of a Poet hifloricall is not fuchy as of 
an Hifloriographer, For an Hifloriographer difcourfeth 
of affayres orderly as they were donne, accounting as well 
the times as the ailions^ but a Poet thrufleth into the 
middefly euen where it mofi concerneth him, and there re- 
courfing to the thinges forepafle^ and diuining of thinges ic 
to comey maketh a pleafing Analyfis of all. The begin- 
ning therefore of my hiflory, if it were to be told by an 
Hifloriographer j fltould be the twelfth booke, which is 
the lafi, where I deuife that the Faery Queene kept her 
Annuall feafle xii. dayes^ vppon which xii. feuerall 
dayeSy the occafions of the xii. feuerall aduentureSy 
hapnedy which being vndertaken by xii. feuerall knights y 
are in thefe xii, books feuerally handled and difcourfed. 
The firfi was this. In the beginning of the feafly there 
prefented himfelfe a tall clownifh younge many who \ i 
falling before the Queen of Faries defired a boone 
{as the manner then was) which during that feafl fhe 
might not refufe: which was that hee might haue the 
atchieuement of any aduenturCy which during that feafle 
fhould happen : that being grauntedy he refled him. on 
the floorCy vnfitte through his rufHcity for a better place, 
Soone after entred a faire Ladye in mourning weedeSy 
riding on a white AJfe, with a dwarf e behind her lead- 
ing a warlike fieedy that bore the Armes of a knight y and 
his fpeare in the dwarf es hand. Shee falling before i2' 
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tlu Queene of Faeries^ covtplayned that her father and 
mother an ancient King and Queene, had bene by an huge 
dragon many years fliut vp in a brafen Caflle, who t/ience 
fuffred tfiem not to yffew: atid tlierefore befought the 
Faery Queene to ajfygne tur fome otic of lur knights to 
take on him that exployt, Prefently t/iat clownifh perfon 
vpflarting, defired tliat aduenture : wJiereat tite Queene 
much wondering, and tfie Lady much gainefaying, yet 
he eamejlly importuned his defire. In ttie end t/ie Lady 
told him tfiat vnleffe that armour which Jlie brought, would 130 
feme him {that is the armour of a Chriflian man fpeci- 
fied by Sai?it Paul v. Ep/ies) tliat lie could fwtfucceed in 
that enterprife, which being forthwith put vpon him with 
dewe furnitures tliereunto, lie feemed the goodliefl man in 
at that company, and was well liked of tlie Lady, And 
eftefoones taking on him knightliood, and mounting on 
tJiat flraunge Courfer, lie went forth with lur on that 
aduenture : wliere beginneth the firfi booke, vz. : 

A gentle knight was pricking on the playne, &c. 

The I fecond day titer came in a Palmer bearing an 140 
Infant with bloody liands, whofe Parents lu complai7ied 
to fiaue bene flay 71 by an Encliaunterejfe called Acrafia : 
and therfore craued of tlie Faery Queene, to appoint him 
fofpie knight, to perforfne that aduenture, which beifig 
ajfigned to Sir Guyon, he prefently went forth with that 
fame Palmer : which is tlie beginning of the fecond booke 
and tlie wliole fubie6l tliereof Tlie third day tliere came 
in a Groome, wJio complained before the Faery Queene, 
that a vile Enchau7iter called Bufirane had ift hand a 
mofl faire Lady called Amoretta, who7n he kept in mofl 150 
grieuous torfnent, becaufe flie would 7iot yield him the 



320 A LETTER TO SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 

pleafure of her body. Wliereupon Sir Scudamour the 
lotier of that Lady prefently tooke on him that aduenture. 
But being vnable to perfomie it by reafon of the hard 
EncliauntmentSy after long forrow^ in the end he met with 
Britomartis who fuccoured him^ and refkewed his loue. 

But by occafioft Itereof many other aduentures are 
intermedledy but rather as Accidents^ then intendments. 
As the loue of Britomart^ the ouerthrow of Marinelly 
the mifery of Florimell^ the vertuofnes of Belphcebe^ the i( 
lafciuiotifnes of Hellenora, and many the like. 

Thus much Sir, I haue briefly ouerronne to direSl your 
tmderflanding to the wel-head of the Hiflory^ that from 
thence gathering the whole intention of the conceit^ ye 
may as in a handfull gripe al the difcourfe^ which other- 
wife may liappily feeme tedious and confufed. So humbly 
crauing tfte continuaunce of your honorable fauourtowardes 
me, and tKetemall eflablifhment of your happines, I 
humbly take leaue, 

23 lanuary, 1589. i; 

Yours moft humbly affeftionate 

Ed. Spenfer. 
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, A / Vif ion vpon this conceipt of the 

Faery Queene. 

MEthought I faw the graue where Laura lay 
Within that Temple, where the veftall flame 
Was wont to bume, and pafl*ing by that way, 
To fee that buried dufl of liuing fame, 
Whofe tombe faire loue, and fairer vertue kept, 
All fuddenly I faw the Faery Queene : 
At whofe approch the foule of Petrarke wept, 
And from thenceforth thofe graces were not feene. 10 
For they this Queene attended, in whofe fteed 
Obliuion laid him downe on Lauras herfe : 
Hereat the hardeft flones were feene to bleed, 
And grones of buried ghoftes the heauens did perfe. 
Where Homers fpright did tremble all for griefe. 
And curft th'accefTe of that celeftiall theife. 



Another of the fame. 

T^Heprayfe of meaner wits this worke like profit brings^ 

As doth tJie Cuckoes fong delight witen Philumena 

fings. 

If thou hafl formed right true vertues face herein : 20 

Vertue her f elf e can befl difcerne^ to whom they written bin. 

1. 3, , after * graue ^ and after * /ay,* and so in 2nd copy of '96 : 1. 7, 
Uumbe^ : 1. 8, ^ Juddeinly ' : 1. 14, * hcuem * : 1. 19, * wJu^ 

VIII. 2 1 
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If thou haft beautie prayfdy let her f oh lookes diuine 
Iiidge if ought therein be amis^ and end it by her meine. 
If ChafHtie want ought, or Temperance her dew, {anew. 
Behold her Princely mind aright, and write thy Queene 
Meane while fke /hall perceiue, how farre her vertues fore 
Aboue the rea4:h of all that Hue, or fuch as wrote of yore : 
And thereby will excufe afidfauour thy good will : 
Whofe vertue can not be exprefl, but by an Angels quill. 
Of me no lines are lotid, nor letters are of price, 30 
Of all which fpeake our Englifh tongue, but thofe of 
thy deuice. 

W. R. / 



To the learned Shepheard. 

r^ Ollyn I fee by thy new taken tafke, 

fome f acred fury liath enricht thy braynes. 
That leades thy mufe in hautie verfe to mafke, 

and loath the layes that longs to lowly fwaynes. 
That lifts thy notes from Shepheardes vnto kings 
So like tfie liuely Larke that mounting fings. 

Thy louely Rofolinde feemes now forhrne, 40 

and all thy gentle fhckes forgotten quight. 

Thy chaunged /tart now holdes thy pypes in f come, 
thofe prety pypes that did thy mates delight. 

Thofe truflie mates that loued theefo well, 

VV/iom thou gaiUfl mirth : as they gaue thee the bell. 

1. 22, ^ beauty^ \ 1. 26, */zr' : 1. 33, ^ Skepeheard'' : I. 36, ^ haughty^ \ 
1. 38, ^ kinges^ : L 39, */inges^ : 1. 44, Urufty,^ 



i 
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Yet as thou earjl with thy fweet roundelayes^ 
didjl Jlirre to glee our laddes in homely bowers : 

So mougJttJl tltou now in thefe refyned layes^ 
delight tfie dainty eares of higher powers. 

And Jo moiight tltey in their deepe Jkanning Jkill 50 

Alow and grace our Collyns flowing quill. 

And fare befall tJiat Faerie Queene of thine ^ 
In whofe faire eyes loue linckt with vertuefits : 

Enfufing by thofe bewties fiers deuine^ 
Such high conceites into thy humble wits^ 

As raifed hath poore paftors oaten reede^ 

From rufticke tunes^ to chaunt heroique deedes. 

So mought thy Redcroffe knight with happy hand 

victorious be in t/iat faire Hands right : 
Which thou doeft vaile in Type of Faery land 60 

Elyzaes bleffed fields that Albion hight. 
That fhieldes her friends y and warres Jier mightie foes, 
Yetflill with people, peace, and plentie flowes. 

But {tolly SJiephcard) though with pleafing ftyle, 
thou feaft the humour of the Courtly traine : 

Let not conceipt thy fetled fence beguile, 
Ne daunted be through enuy or difdaine. 

SubieSl thy dome to Iter Empyring fpright, 

From whence thy Mufe, and all the world takes light. 

Hobynoll. / 70 
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FAyre Tliamis ftreame, that from Ludds {lately towne, 
Runft paying tribute to the Ocean feas, 
Let all thy Nymphes and Syrens of renowne 
Be filent, whyle this Bryttane Orpheus playes : 
Nere thy fweet bankes, there Hues that facred crowne, 
Whofe hand ftrowes Palme and neuer-dying bayes. 
Let all at once with thy foft murmuring fowne 
Prefent her with this worthy Poets prayes. 
For he hath taught hye drifts in Shepeherdes weedes, 
And deepe conceites now f inges in Faeries deedes. 

R. S. 



/^ Raue Mufes march in triumph and with prayfeSy 

Our Goddejfe here hath giuen you leaue to land : 
And biddes this rare difpenfer of your graces 
Bow downe his brow vnto her facred hand, 
Defertes fijides dew in tJiat mofl princely doome^ 
In whofe fweete brefl are all tlie Mufes bredde : 
So did that great Auguftus erfl in Roome 
With leaues of fame adorne his Poets hedde, 
Faire be tfte guerdon of your Faery Queene, 
Euen of the fairefl t/tat the world hathfeene. 

H. B. / 

WHen ftout Achilles heard of Helen's rape 
And what reuenge the States of Greece deuifd : 
Thinking by fleight the fatall warres to fcape, 
In womans weedes' himfelfe he then difguifde. 
But this deuife Vlyffes foone did fpy, 
And brought him forth, the chaunce of warre to try. 



\ 



COMMENDATORY POEMS AND SONNETS. 325 

When Spencer faw the fame was fpredd fo large 
Through Faery land of their renowned Queene : 
Loth that his Mufe fliould take fo great a charge, 
As in fuch haughty matter to be feene, 
To feeme a Shepeheard then he made his choice, 
But Sidney heard him f ing, and knew his voice. 

And as Vlyjfes brought faire Thetis fonne 
From his retyred life to menage armes : 
So Spencer was by Sidneys fpeaches wonne, 
To blaze her fame not fearing future harmes : 
For well he knew, his Mufe would foone be tyred 
In her high praife, that all the world admired. 

Yet as Achilles in thofe warlike frayes, 

Did win the palme from all the Grecian Peeres : 

So Spencer now to his immortall prayfe. 

Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his feres. 

What though his tafke exceed a humaine witt 

He is excufd, fith Sidney thought it fitt 



W. L. 



'JTO I looke vpon a worke of rare deuife 

The which a workman fetteth out to vieWy 
And not to yield it the defertied prife^ 
Tfmt vnto fuch a workmanfhip is dew^ 

Doth eitlier proue the iudgement to be naught 
Or els doth fliew a mind with enuy fraught 

To labour to command a peece of worke^ 
Which no man goes about to difcommend^ 
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Would raife a iealaus doubt that there did lurke 
Some fecret doubt y wliereto the pray fe did tend. 
For when men know the goodnes of the wyne^ 
Tis needlejfe for the hoajl to haue afygne. 

Thus then tofhew my iudgement to befuch 
As can difcem of colours blacke^ and wkite^ 
As alls to free my minde from enuies tuch^ 
That neuer giues to any man his rights 
I here pronounce this workmanfhip is fuch^ 
As that no pen canfet it forth too much. 

And thus I hang a garland at the dore^ 
Not for to fJiew the goodnes of the ware : 
But fuch hath beetle t/ie cuflofne heretofore ^ 
And cuflomes very hardly broken are. 

And when your tafl fhall tell you this is trew, 
T/ien looke you gtue your hoajl Ids vtmofi dew. 

Ignoto. / 



To the right honourable Sir Chris- 
topher Hatton, Lord High Chauncelor 
of England. &c. 

THofe prudent heads, that with theire counfels wife 
Whylom the Pillours of th'earth did fuftaine, 
And taught ambitious Rome to tyrannife, 
And in the neck of all the world to rayne, 
Oft from thofe graue affaires were wont abftaine, 
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With the fweet Lady Mufes for to play : 

So Ennius the elder Africane 

So Maro oft did Cce/ars cares allay. 
So you great Lord, that with your counfell fway 

The burdeine of this kingdom mightily, 

With like delightes fometimes may eke delay. 

The rugged brow of carefull Policy : 
And to these ydle rymes lend little fpace, 

Which for their titles fake may find more grace. 



To the moji honourable and excellent 

Lo. the Earle of Effex. Great Maifter of the 
Horfe to her Highneffe, and knight of the 
Noble order of the Garter. &c. 

J\^ Agnificke Lord^ whofe verities excellent 
Doe merit a mojl famous Poets witt^ 
To be thy lining praifes injirument, 
Yet doe not fdeigfie^ to let thy nafne be writt 

In this bafe Poetne^for thee far vnfitt. 
Nought is thy worth difparaged thereby^ 
But when my Mtife^ whofe f ethers notliing flitt 
Doe yet but flaggy atid lowly learne to fly 

With bolder wing fhall dare alofte to fly 
To the lafl praifes of this Faery Queene^ 
T/ten fhall it make ^nore famous memory 
Of thine Heroicke parts ^fuch as they beene ; 

Till then vouchfafe thy noble countenaufice^ 
To thefe firfl labours needed furtJieraunce, j 
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To the right Honourable the Earle 

of Oxenford^ Lord high Chamberlayne of 

England. Src, 

REceiue moft Noble Lord in gentle gree, 
The vnripe fruit of an vnreadie wit : 
Which by thy countenaunce doth craue to bee 
Defended from foule Enuies poifnous bit. 

Which fo to doe may thee right well befit, 
Sith th'antique glory of thine aunceftry 
Vnder a fhady vele is therein writ, 
And eke thine owne long liuing memory, 

Succeeding them in true nobility : 

And alfo for the loue, which thou doeft beare 
To th' Heliconian ymps, and they to thee. 
They vnto thee, and thou to them moft deare : 

Deare as thou art unto thy felfe, fo loue 
That loues & honours thee, as doth behoue. 



To the right honourable the Earle of 

Northumberland. 

nn He f acred Mufes haue made alwaies dame 
To be the Nourfes of nobility ^ 

And Regiflres of euerlafiing fame 

To all that armes profejfe and cJieualry. 
Then by like right the noble Progeny^ 
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Which tJiem fucceed in fame and worthy are tyde 

T' embrace tlie feruice of fweete Poetry^ 

By wlwfe endeuonrs tJiey are glorifide^ 
A nd eke from ally of wltom it is enuide. 

To patronize the autltour of tlieir praife^ 

Which giues tliem life, that els would foone hatce dide^ 

And crownes tlieir afhes with immortall bales. 
To thee therefore right noble Lord I fend 

This prefent of my paines^ it to defend, j 



To the right Honourable the Earle of 

Ormond and Offory. 

REceiue moft noble Lord a fimple tafte 
Of the wilde fruit, which faluage foyl hath bred, 

Which being through long wars left almoft wafte, 

With brutifh barbarifme is ouerfpredd : 
And in fo faire a land, as may be redd, 

Not one Parnajfus^ nor one Helicone 

Left for fweete Mufes to be harboured, 

But where thy felfe haft thy braue manf ione : 
There in deede dwel faire Graces many one. 

And gentle Nymphes, delights of learned wits ; 

And in thy perfon without Paragone 

All goodly bountie and true honour fits. 
Such therefore, as that wafted foyl doth yield, 

Receiue dear Lord in worth, the fruit of barren field. 



330 COMMENDATORY POEMS AND SONNETS. 

To the right honourable the Lo. Ch. 

Howardy Lo. high Admiral of England, knight of 

the noble order of the Garter, and one of 

her MaieKlies priuie Counfel. &c. 

yj Nd ye^ braue Lord^ whofe goodly perfonage^ 
And noble deeds each other gamijlung^ 
Make you enf ample to the prefent age^ 
Of tkold Heroes y who/e famous of spring 

Tlie antique Poets wont fo much to fing^ 
In this fame Pageaunt hau4 a worthy placCy 
Sith thofe huge caflles of Caflilian king. 
That vainly threatned kingdomes to difplacCy 

Like flying doues ye did before you chace ; 
And thcU proud people woxen infolent 
Through many viSlorieSy didfl firfl deface : 
Thy praifes euerlafling monument 

Is in this verfe engruen femblab\^r\yy 
Tliat it may Hue to all poflerity. / 



To the moft renowmed and valiant 

Lord, the Lord Grey of Wilton, knight of the 
Noble order of the Garter, &c. 

MOft Noble Lord the pillor of my life. 
And Patrone of my Mufes pupillage, 
Through whofe large bountie poured on me rife, 
In the firft feafon of my feeble age. 



i 
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I now doe Hue, bound yours by vaffalage : 
Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of your endleffe debt fo fure a gage, 
Vouchfafe in worth this fmall guift to receaue, 

Which in your noble hands for pledge I leaue. 
Of all the reft, that I am tyde t'account : 
Rude rymes, the which a ruftick Mufe did weaue 
In fauadge foyle, far from Parnaflb mount, 

And roughly wrought in an vnlearned Loome : 

The which vouchfafe dear Lord your fauorable doome. 



To the right noble and valorous 

knight^ Sir Walter Raleigh^ Lo. Wardein of the 
Stanneryes, and lief [tjenaunt of Comwaile. 

nno thee tliat art tite fommers Nightingale^ 

Thy foueraine Goddejfes mojl deare delig/it, 
Why doe I fend this rujlic Madrigale^ 
That may thy tunefull eare vnfeafon quite ? 

Thou onely fit this Argument to write. 

In whofe high thoughts Pleafure hath built her bowre, 
And dainty loue learnd fweetly to endite. 
My rimes I know vnfauory andfowre^ 

To tajie the Jlreames, that like a golden Jhowre 
Flow from thy fruit full heady of thy loues praife^ 
Fitter perhaps to thonder Martiall flowre^ 
When fo thee lift thy lofty Mufe to raife : 

Yet till t/tat thou thy Poeme wilt make knowne. 
Let thy faire Cinthias praifes bee thus rudely fhowfie, / 



i 
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To the moft vertuous, and beautifull 

Lady, t/ie Lady Carew. 

NE may I, without blot of endleffe blame, 
You faireft Lady leaue out of this place, 
But with remembraunce of your gracious name, 
Wherewith that courtly garlond moft ye grace, 

And deck the world, adorne thefe verfes bafe : 
Not that thefe few lines can in them comprife 
Thofe glorious ornaments of heuenly grace. 
Wherewith ye triumph ouer feeble eyes. 

And in fubdued harts do tyranyfe ; 

For thereunto doth need a golden quill. 
And filuer leaues, them rightly to deuife, 
But to make humble prefent of good will : 

Which whenas timely meanes it purchafe may, 
In ampler wife it felfe will forth difplay. 

E. S. 



To all the gratious and beautifull Ladies 

in the Court. 

^ He Chian PeinSler^ when fu was requirde 
To pourtrai6l Venus in her perfedl hew. 
To make his worke more abfolute^ defird 
Of all the fair ejl M aides to haue the vew. 

Much more m£ needs to draw the femblant trew^ 
Of beauties Queene^ the worlds fole wonderment^ 
To fharpe my fence withfundry beauties veWy 
And fleale from each fome part of ornament. 
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If all the world to feeke I ouerwent 

A fairer crew yet no wfiere could I fee^ 

Tlien that braiie court doth to mine eie prefenty 

That the worlds pride feemes gatliered there to bee. 

Of each a part I Jlole by cummig thefte : 

Forgiue it me faire Dames ^ fith lejfe ye hatie not lefte, 

E. S. 

To the right honourable the Lo. 

Burleigh^ Lo. high Threafuer of England, 

TO you right noble Lord, whofe carefull breft 
To menage of moft graue affaires is bent, 
And on whofe mightie flioulders moft doth reft 
The burdein of this kingedomes gouernement, 

As the wide compaffe of the firmament, 
On Atlas mighty flioulders is vpftayd ; 
Vnfitly I thefe ydle rimes prefent, 
The labor of loft time, and wit vnftayd ; 

Yet if their deeper fence be inly wayd. 

And the dim vele, with which from comune vew 
Their fairer parts are hid, afide be layd. 
Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to you. 

Such as they be, vouchfafe them to receaue, 

And wipe their faults out of your cenfure graue. 

E. S. 

To the right honourable the Lord of 

Hiinfdon^ high Cliamberlaine to her Maiejiy. 



R 



Enowmed Lord, that for your worthineffe 
And noble deeds haue your deferued place, 
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High in the fauour of that Empereffe, 
The worlds fole glory and her fexes grace, 

Here eke of right haue you a worthie place, 
Both for your neames to that Faerie Queene, 
And for your own high merit in like cace, 
Of which, apparant proofe was to be fene. 

When that tumultuous rage and fearful! deene^ 
Of Northerne rebels ye did pacify. 
And their difloiall powre defaced clene, 
The record of enduring memory. 

Liue Lord for euer in this lafting verfe. 
That all pofteritie thy honor may reherfe. 

E. S. 



To the right honourable the Lord of 

Buckhurjl^ one of her Maiejiies priuie CounfelL 

IN vain I thinke right honourable Lord, 
By this rude rime to memorize thy name ; 

Whofe learned Mufe hath writ her owne record. 

In golden verfe, worthy immortal fame : 
Thou much more fit (were leafure to the fame) 

Thy gracious Souerain praifes to compile. 

And her imperiall Maieftie to frame, 

In loftie numbers and heroicke ftile. 
But fith thou maift not fo, giue leaue a while 

To bafer wit his power therein to fpend, 

Whofe groffe defaults thy daintie pen may file, 

And vnaduifed ouerfights amend. 
But euermore vouchfafe it to maintaine 

Againft vile Zoilus backbitings vaine 
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To the right honourable Sir Fr. 

Walfing/taniy hiighty principall Secretary to her 
Maiefty, and of her honourable Priuy 

Counfell. 

THat Mantuane Poetes incompared fpirit, 
Whofe girland now is fet in higheft place, 
Had not MeccBtias for his worthy merit, 
It firil aduaunft to great Augujius grace. 

Might long perhaps haue lien in filence bace, 
Ne bene fo much admir'd of later age. 
This lowly Mufe, that learns like fteps to trace. 
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage ; 

That as the great Mecenas of this age, 
As wel to all that ciuil artes profeffe 
As thofe that are infpir'd with Martial rage, 
And craues proteftion of her feebleneffe : 

Which if ye yield, perhaps ye may her rayfe 
In bigger times to found your liuing prayfe. 

E. S. 



To the right noble Lord and moji 

valiaunt Captaine^ Sir lohn Norris knight. Lord 

Prefident of Mounfter. 

WHo euer gaue more honourable prize 
To the fweet Mufe, then did the Martiall crew 
That their braue deeds fhe might immortalize 
In her fliril tromp, and found their praifes dew ? 
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Who then ought more to fauour her, then you 
Mode noble Lord, the honor of this age. 
And Precedent of all that armes enfue ? 
Whofe warlike proweffe and manly courage 

Tempred with reafon and aduizement fage 
Hath fild fad Belgiacke with vi6lorious fpoile, 
In Fraunce and Ireland left a famous gage. 
And lately Ihakt the Luf itanian foile. 

Sith then each where thou haft difpredd thy fame, 
Loue him, that hath eternized your name. 

E. S. 



To the right honourable and moji 

vertuous Lady^ the Countejfe of Pefibroke. 

REmembraunce of that moft Heroicke Spirit, 
The heuens pride, the glory of our daies. 
Which now triumpheth through immortall merit 
Of his braue vertues crownd with lafting bales, 

Of heuenlie blis and euerlafting praifes ; 
Who firft my Mufe did lift out of the flore, 
To fing his fweet delights in lowlie laies ; 
Bids me moft noble Lady to adore 

His goodly image liuing euermore, 

In the diuine refemblaunce of your face. 
Which with your vertues ye embellilh more. 
And natiue beauty deck with heauenlie grace. 

For his, and for your own efpecial fake, 

Vcuchfafe from him this toke in good worth to take. 

E. S. 
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To the right honourable the Earle 

of Cumberland, 

REdoubted Lord, in whofe corageous mind 
The flowre of cheualry, now bloofming faire, 
Doth promife fruite worthy the noble kind 
Which of their praifes haue left you the haire ; 

To you this humble prefent I prepare, 
For loue of vertue and of Martiall praife ; 
To which though nobly ye inclined are, 
As goodliewell ye fhew'd in late affaies. 

Yet braue enfample of long paffed daies. 
In which trew honor yee may fafhioned fee, 
To like def ire of honor may ye raife, 
And fill your mind with magnanimitee. 

Receive it, Lord, therefore, as it was ment, 

For honor of your name and high defcent 

E. S. 
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